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ADVERTISEMENT. 



These little Volumes are published in this 
conyenient shape with the view of bringing 
forward a uniforia edition of Modem Dis- 
coveries, made in consequence of the voyages 
and travels which have been undertaken since 
the conclusion of the War, under the sanction 
of the British Government. They will be 
found to present an uninterrupted narrative 
of each Voyage or Travels, and always in the 
Author's own words. In all such works, and 
more especially in those which were under- 
taken for the specific purpose of geographical 
discovery and scientific research, many details 
will necessarily be found, which are indispens- 
able to the establishment and promotion of 
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philosophical truths, but which are uninviting 
to the general reader, who looks only for what 
is interesting or amusing. 

To preserve such interesting and amusing 
particulars, and at the same time to record 
every fact and transaction of importance, with- 
out omitting the notice of any accession to 
our general and geographical knowledge, has 
been attempted, and, it is hoped, will be found 
to have been accomplished, in these com- 
pendious volumes. 
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TECHNICAL TERMS 



PECULIAR TO THE NAVIGATION AMONG ICE, 



Bay-Ice, — Ice newly formed upon the surface of the sea. 
The expression is, however, applied also to ice a foot or 
two in thickness. 

Beset. — The situation of the ship when closely surrounded 
hy ice. 

Bight. — An indentation in a floe of ice, like a bay, by 
which name it is sometimes called. 

Blink. — A peculiar brightness in the atmosphere, often 
assuming an arch-like form, which is generally percep- 
tible over ice or land covered with snow. The blink 
of land, as well as that over large quantities of ice, is 
usually of a yellowish cast. 

Bore. — The operation of " boring " through loose ice con- 
sists in entering it under a press of sail, and forcing the 
ship throi^h by separating the masses. 

Calf. — A mass of ice lying under a floe near its marginj 
and when disengaged from that position, rising with 
violence to the surface of the water. See Tongue. 
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Clear Watkr Any part of the sea unencumbered ^-itli 

ice. 

Crow's Nest. — A small circular house like a cask, fixed at 
the mast-heady in which the look-out man sits, either 
to guide the ship through the ice, or to give notice of 
whales. 

Dock. — In a floe may be natural or artificial ; the former 
being simply a small " bight," in which a ship is placed 
to secure her from the danger of external pressure ; and 
the latter, a square space cut out with saws for a similar 
purpose. 

Field.-— A sheet of ice, generally of great thickness, and of 
too great extent to be seen over from a ship^s mast-head. 

Flinching. — The operation of stripping a sea-animal of its 
skin and blubber. 

Floe. — The same as a field, except that its extent can be 
distinguished from a ship's mast-head. A " bay-floe *' 
is a floe of ice newly formed. 

Floe-piece. — An expression generally applied to small pieces 
of floes, not more than a furlong square. 

A Hole or Pool of Water. — A small space of "clear 
water,'* when the rest of the sea is covered with ice. 

Hummock. — A mass of ice rising to a considerable height 
above the general level of a floe, and forming a part of 
it. Hummocks are originally raised by the pressure of 
floes against each other. 
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J.AND-icE. — Ice attached to the land, either in floes or in 
heavy grounded masses lying near the shore. 

Lane of Water. — A narrow channel among the masses of 
ice, through which a boat or ship may pass. 

Lead. — A channel through the ice. A ship is said to " take 
the right lead '* when she follows a channel conducting 
her into a more navigable sea, and vice vers&. 

Makino-off Blubber. — The operation of putting it into 
casks. 

Nipped. — The situation of a ship when forcibly pressed by 
ice. 

Pack.— .A large body of ice consisting of separate masses 
lying close together, and whose extent cannot be seen. 

Pancake.ice.-~ .Newly-formed ice, assuming the peculiar con- 
formation of numberless patches of ^* sludge,^* and giving 
the surface of the sea the appearance of a handsome 
pavement. ^ 

Patch of Ice. — The same as a pack, but of small dimensions. 

Sailing-ice. — Ice of which the masses are so much separated 
as to allow a ship to sail among them. 

Sallying a Ship. — The operation of causing her to roll, by 
the men running in a body from side to side, so as to 
relieve her from the adhesion and friction of the young 
ice around her. 

Sludge.— Ice of the consistence of thick honey, offering 

b 
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little impediment to a sliip while in this state, hut 
greatly favooring the formation of a " hay-floe." 

Strbam.— ^ long and narrow, hut generally continuous 
collection of loose ice. 

ToMGUK. — ^A mass of ice projecting under water, from an 
iceherg or floe, and generally distinguishahle at a con- 
siderable depth of smooth water. It differs from a 
" calf" in being fixed to, or a part of, the larger body. 

Water-sky. — A dark appearance in the sky, indicating 
** clear water ^* in that direction, and forming a striking 
contrast with the ** blink ^' over land or ice. 

youNG-iCE. — Nearly the same as ^' bay-ice,*^ but generally 
applied to ice more recently formed than the latter. 




PRELIMINARY CHAPTER. 



LiiiiTENANT Parbv WHS appointed to the com- 
»nd of his Majesty's ship the Hecla, a bomb of 
'5 tons, on the lOth of January, 1819; and the 
Griper, gun brig-, ISO tone, commisgioDeJ by Lieu- 
tenant Matthew Uddon, was at the same time 
directed to put herself under his orders. The object 
of the expedition was to attempt the discovery of a 
North-Weet Passage into the Pacific. On board 
LieutenantParry'sshipwasan astronomer, Captain 
Edward Sabine, R.N., and a competent number of 
affiuers, a Greenland master, and a Gieeulaud mate. 
E»«ry individual engaged in tlie enpeditiou was to 
ive double ibe ordinary pay of his Majesty's 
nkvy. The vessels were rigged after tiie manner 
I of a barque, as being the most convenient among 
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the ice, and requiring the smallest number of men 
to work them. They were furnished with provi- 
sions and stores for two years ; in addition to which, 
there was a large supply of fresh meats and soups 
preserved in tin cases, essence of malt and hops, 
essence of spruce, and other extra stores, adapted 
to cold climates and a long voyage. The ships 
were ballasted entirely with coals ; an abundance 
of warm clothing was allowed, a wolf-skin blanket 
being supplied to each officer and man, besides a 
housing-cloth, similar to that with which wagons 
are usually covered, to make a sort of tent on board. 
Various kinds of presents were furnished to secure 
the friendship of the natives, and a number of 
valuable astronomical and philosophical instruments 
were put on board each ship. The following ac- 
count of the expedition is chiefly from the official 
journal kept by Lieutenant Parry, on board the 
Hecla, and care has been taken to avoid the use of 
technical expressions as much as possible. In their 
official insti'uctions from the Admiralty, they were 
ordered to make the best of their way to the en- 
trance of Davis' Strait, and, if the ice would permit, 
they were to endeavour to explore the bottom of 
Sir James Lancaster's Sound, and, if possible, to 
pass through it to Behring's Strait. This was the 
most favourable supposition ; other directions were 
given, in case the route here marked out should not 
he found to be practicable. If they got through 



Behring'a Straits, they were to proceed to Kamt- 
schatka, and Torward duplicateaofall their journals, 
through the hands of the Riisaiati Governor, to St. 
Petersburgh, to be conveyed from thence to London, 
The eipeditioD was then directed to proceed to the 
Saodnich Islands, or to Canton, there to refit, and 
then lose no time in returning to England. They 
were enjoined to cultivate a g'ood understanding 
with aiiy Esquimaux or Indians they mig-ht fall in 
with, and it was left to Lieutenant Parry's judgment, 
when on the spot, to decide upon the propriety of 
wintering on the cout of America, to follow up any 
cxpeetaliona or hopes of success next season, ot to 
tetnm to England, to rejtort tlie result of hi« ob- 
servations. Minute directions were given as to the 
obeervations to be made by the various valuable 
philosophical instruments on board ; and though the 
finding a passage from the Atlantic Ui the Pacific 
was the main object of the espedition, yet the 
asceltaining many points of naturitl liislory, geo- 
gnphf, &c., was considered a most important 
object, never to be iost sight of. After they had 
paised the latitude of 6^° north, they were from 
time to time to throw overboard a bottle, closely 
sealed, containing a paper, stating the date and 
position at which it was launched. Whenever tliey 
landed on the northern coast of North America, 
they were to erect a pole, having a flag, and bury 
a botde at the foot of it, containing a.n abt^tad <:A 



I . 
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their proceedings and future intentions, for the 
information of Lieutenant Franklin, who had been 
sent on a land expedition to explore that coast from 
the mouth of the Copper Mine River of Heame. 

Before beginning the narrative, it may be ob- 
served, that the search for a North- West Passage 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean, commenced 
with Henry VIL, was warmly patronised by 
Elizabeth, and has never been entirely laid aside 
in succeeding reigns ; and if the expedition did not 
completely attain its object, yet it can never cease 
to be a source of exultation, that the honour of the 
discovery of an open passage from Baffin's Bay 
into the Polar sea was reserved for the British 
. navy. 

According to the official instructions, the interests 
of science were not neglected, many important facts 
were made out ; amongst the most curious, it may 
be mentioned, that it appears to be proved that the 
North Pole is not the coldest point of the Arctic 
hemisphere, but that the place where the expedition 
wintered is one of the coldest spots on the face of 
the globe. The position of the Magnetic Pole, if 
not precisely ascertained, would appear most pro- 
bably to be about latitude 73° in longitude 100°W. 

Of objects of natural history, the specimens 
brought home are more varied and of a more 
interesting description than might have been sup- 
posed to exist in the dreary regions in which they 
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were procured; they have been described and 
arranged in an Appendix, which will long be 
resorted to as a most valuable detail of facts and 
observations) collected and made in a part of the 
globe where, in all human probability, it may never 
again fall to the lot of man to repeat them, or to 
make others. 
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CHAPTER 1. 

Passage across the Atlantic — Enter Davis' Strait — Unsuc- 
cessful attempt to penetrate the Ice to the Western coast 
— Voyage up the Strait — Passage through the Ice to the 
Western coast — Arrival off Possession Bay, on the 
southern side of the entrance into Sir James Lancaster's 
Sound. 

In the beginning of May, 1819, the Hecla and 
Griper were towed down the river by the Eclipse, 
steam-boat ; the guns and gunner's stores were 
received on board the 6th ; and the instruments and 
chronoiiieters were embarked on the evening of the 
8th, when the two ships anchored at the Nore. 
The Griper, being a slower sailer, was occasionally 
taken in tow by the Hecla, and they rounded the 
northern point of the Orkneys at the distance of 
two miles and a half, on Thursday, the 20th of the 
same month. 

It is recommended by the most experienced of 
the Greenland Masters, to cross the Atlantic to 
Davis' Strait, about the parallel of 57 f or 58°, and 
I shaped our course accordingly. A bottle was 
thrown overboard, containing a printed paper, 
stating the date and the situation of the ships, with 



a request, in six European languages, that any per- 
son finding it noulil forward it to the Secretary of 
the Admiralty, with a notice of the lime and place 
where it was found. One bottle at least was thrown 
out daily during the vnyi^e, except when the ships 
were "beset " in the ice. 

Soon after noon vre made Rockall i its latitude, 
by our observations, was ^7° S8' 40", and its longi- 
tude 13° 47' 42''. 

There is, perhaps, no more striking proof of the 
iDfinite vajj^e.of chronometers at sea, than the cer- 
tainty with -ithich a ship may sail directly for a 
single rook like this, rising like a speck out of the 
ocean, and at the distance of forty-sevei 
from any other land. 

Nothing of moment' bccurred for eev< 
but the wind veered to the westward t 
and increased to a fresh gale, with an irregular sea, 
and heavy tain, which brought ua under our close- 
reefed topsaiU. At half-past one, p.u., we began 
to cross the space in which the "Sunken Land of 
Busfl" is laid down in Siecl's chart from England 
to Greenland ; and, in the courae of this and the 
following day, we tried for snutidings several times 
tvitbout success. 

This being the anniversary of His Majesty's 
birth-day. and the weather being calm and fine, I 
diiected an additional allowance of gtng to be 
feired out, oi, in seamen's phrase, " ihc main hiace 



a league 



ra! days, 
a the 30th, 



to be spliced." In the evening, being then in lat. 
55° 01', and long. 35" 56', we tried for soundings 
■with two hundred and fifty fatlioms of line, without 
finding bottom. 

From the 1st to the 14th of June, we experienced 
ft continual aerica of unfavourable winds and unplea- 
Bant weather, so that very little progress could be 
made to the westnard. 

On the 15th, abreeze sprung up from the east- 
ward, and at noon we very unexpectedly saw land 
at a great distance, bearing due north, which could 
be no other than the land about Cape Farewell. 
This accounts for a remark which is common among 
the whalers, that they aJways make this head-land, 
incoming from the eastward, sooner than the^ 
expect ; a circumstaiicc which they naturally attri- 
bute to the effect of a westerly current. If the 
latitude of Cape Farewell be so far to the north- 
ward as 59" 37' SD", which is the mean of nine 
different autlioritiea, our distance from it this day 
must have been more than forty leaguea. It is by 
no means impoBsible that the bold land of Green- 
land may be distinguished at so great a distance j 
and it is proper to remark, that the weather, at the 
time we anw it, was precisely that which is said to 
be most fkvourable for seeing objects at a great 
dislnnce, namely, just before or after rain, when 
the humidity of the atmosphere increasca it 
pateucy. 



M 



Eurl; in the morning of (he 18lh, in standing to 
the Dorthward, we fell in willi (he first " Btream" 
of ice we had seen, and soon after saw several ice- 
bei^. At daylight the water had changed its 
Coloar to a dirtj brownish tinge. We had occasion 
to remark the same in entering DavU' Strait in 
1818, when no difiereuce in its temperature was 
perceptible. The temperature of the water this 
morning was 36|, being 3° colder than on the pre- 
ceding night ; a decrease that was probably occa- 
sioned by our approach to the ice. We ran through 
Trow part oF the stream, and found the ice be- 
yond it to be " packed" and heavy. The birds 
° more numerous than usual i and, besides the 
liilmar petrels, boatswains, and kittiwakes, we saw, 
for the first time, some rotgea, dovekies, or black 
guillemots, and terns, the latter known best to 
leamen by the name of the Greenland swallow. 

On the 2l8t and 22nd, we sailed to the W.N.W. 
in an open seai and, on the 23rd, at noon, being In 
laL 63° 43' 09''. long. 61° 38' 25", we saw several 
icebetgs, and some loose ice, to the north-westward. 
We obt^cd soundings in the evening in two hun- 
dred fathoms, fine sandy bottom, being close to a 
lar^ iceberg, from which copious streauis of water 
' were flowing on the side next, the sun. 

Ob the clearing up of a fog, on the morning of 
(he 24th, we saw a long chain of icebeiga, extending 
ureral miles in a N. b. W. ^d S. b. E. direction.-. 
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and, as we approached them, we found a .quantity 
of " floe-ice*" intermixed with them, beyond which, 
to the westward, nothing but ice could* be seen. 
At noon we had soundings, with one hundred and 
twenty fathoms of line, on a bottom of fine sand* 
which makes it probable that most of the icebergs 
were aground in this place. In the afternoon, we 
sailed within the edge of the ice, as much as a light 
westerly wind would admit, in order to approach 
the western land, as directed by my instructions. 
Some curious effects of atmospheric refraction were 
observed this evening, the low ice being at times 
considerably raised in the horizon, and constantly 
altering its appearance. 

The weather being nearly calm on the morning 
of the 25th, all the boats were kept a-head, to tow 
the ships through the ice to the westward. It 
remained tolerably open till four p.m., when a breeze, 
freshening up from the eastward, caused the ice, 
through which we had lately been towing, to close 
together so rapidly, that we had scarcely time to 
hoist up the boats before the ships were immovably 
* beset.' The clear sea which we had left was about 
four miles to the eastward of us, while to the west- 

• An extensive sheet of ice, whose limits, however, can 
be distinguished from a ship's mast-head : the extent of 
what is called a field of ice cannot he distinguished from the 
same point. 



u 

ward nothing but one extensive field of ice cotilil be 
seen. It is imposflible to conceive a more helpless 
^tuation than that of a ship thus beset, when all the 
power that can be applied will not alter the direc- 
tion of her head a single degree of the compass- 
On the 26th we were in lat. by obBervation, 63' 59' 
29", and long. fil° 48' 07 ', having one hundred and 
ttrenly'five fathomi, on a fine sandy bottom. The 
deep-sea line indicated a drif^ to the S. b. W. Some 
of our gentlemen, having walked a mile or two from 
the ships, imagined that tbey saw the marks of a 
sledge upon the ice ; but, as no traces either (^ 
dogs or of one human foot appeared, they were 
perhaps mistaken. 

A large binck whale, being the first, was seen 
near the ships. It is usual for these animals to 
descend head-foremost, displaying the broad fork of 
their enormous tail above tlie surface of the water ; 
but, OD ihia occasion, ibe ice was so close aa not to 
admit of this mode of descent, and the fish went 
down tail foremost, to the great amusement of our 
Greenland sailors. 

As long as the wind continued to blow strong 

towards the ice, so as to keep it close, the ships lay 

■ecnrely sheltered from the seu ; but at nine in the 

I ereaing, when it veered a little to the westward, the 

ice became more slack, and we began to feel the 

I eSbcts of the swell which was thus admitted from 

I without : each roll of the aca forced the heavy 
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masses of ice against the rudder and counter, with 
such a violence as would have greatly endangered a 
ship built in the ordinary way ; strengthened as ours 
were, however, they escaped without damage. Fre- 
quent endeavours were made to heave the heads of 
the ships round, in order that they might receive the 
heaviest pressure on their bows, but every attempt 
proved unsuccessful, and we remained in the same 
unpleasant situation during the whole of the 28th. 

While' in this state, a large white bear came near 
the Griper, and was killed by her people, but he 
sunk between the pieces of ice. This animal had, 
probably, been attracted by the smell of some red 
herrings which the men were frying at the time. It 
is a common practice with the Greenland sailors to 
take advantage of the strong sense of smelling 
which these creatures possess, by enticing them 
near the ships in this manner. 

The swell had somewhat subsided on the 29th, 
but the ships remsdned firmly fixed in the ice as 
before. In the course of the day we saw land bearing 
N. 69° W. about thirteen leagues distant, appearing 
from the mast-head like a group of islands, and 
situated near to the entrance of Cumberland Strait : 
the soundings were one hundred and thirty-five 
fathoms ; the temperature of the sea at that depth 
30° ; that of. the surface being the same, and of the 
air34°l On 'the. 80th the ice began to slacken a 
litBe inoret about the ships ; and, afler two hours'- 
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heaving with a hawser uii cacli bow fraught to 
capstan and windliiss, we succecUed in moving the 
Hecla about her oita length to the eastward, where 
aloiie any cleur sea was visible. The ice continuing tc 
open still more in the course of the day, we were ai 
length enabled to get both shipa into open water 
after eight hours' incessant labour. 

Our first attempt to approucii llie western coasl 
having thua fiuled, I consulted the Greenland MuS' 
ter, as to what were tba most likely means t( 
adopted far cITecting this object. Mr. Allisoji 
thought it would be advisable to run a degree or two 
back aguin to the southward ; whilo Mr. Fife was 
of opinion, that it might be attempted, with a better 
chance of success, aboutthelatitudeofMount Ral eigb, 
which forms one side of the narrowest part of Davis' 
Strait. 1 determined on the latter, as being more 
conformable to the tenor of my instructions ; and a 
le was accordingly shaped close along the edge 
of the ice, which led us considerably to the east- 
ward of north, in order to take advantage of any 
opening which might occur. On getting into clear 
water, we found that the rudders were much rubbed 
by the blowa they had received while beset in the 
ce. 

On the 1st and 2nd of July, we continued to keep 
cLoao to the edge of the ice without perceiving any 
opening in it. Its outer mai^n consisted of heavy 
detaclicd masses, much washed by the sea, and 



formed what is tedinically called "a patk,' tliia 
uamc being- given lo ice when so closely connt;cted 
as not to admit the passage of tk ship iMtnecn tho 
masses. Williin the murgin of the pBck, it ap- 
peared to cunsiEt of heavy and extensive floe*, 
haviDfr a bright ice-blinlt over them ; but no clear 
water could be discovered to the westward. The 
birds, which had hitherto been aeen since our first 
approach to the ice, were fulmar petrels, little auk!, 
looDU, and a few glaucous gulls. 

Od the morning of the 8rd the wind blew strong 
from the eastward, with a short breaking sea, and 
rainy weather, which made our situation for some 
hours rather an unpleasant one, the ice being close 
under our lee. Fortunately, however, wc weathered 
it by stretching back a few miles to the southward. 
In the afternoon the wind moderoled, and we 
tacked again to the northward, crossing the Arctic 
circle at ibur p.m., in the longitude of 67° 27' W. 
We passed at least fifty icebergs in the course of 
the day, many of them of large dimensions. At a 
quarter past five f.u., wc sounded in one hundred 
and fifteen fathoms; the water at the'surface of 
the sea had the same brownish tinge which has al- 
ready been noticed, but no ditFerence in its tempe- 
ture or specific gravity could be detected. Towards 
midnight, the wind having shifted to the aouth-west, 
and moderated, another extensive chain of very 
lai^ icebergs appeared to the northward : 



approached them the wind died aiway, an<i the ships' 
heads were kept to the uorthward only by tlie 
steerage way given to them by a heavy southerly 
swe13, which, dashing the looac ice vrith tremenduui 
force againet the bergs, Gomelimes raised a white 
Epray ovei the liitter to the heiglit of more than one 
hundred feet, and being accompanied with a. loud 
noise, exactly resembling the roar of distant thun- 
der, presented a sceue at once sublime and terrific. 
We could find no bottom near these ieeberga with 
one hundred and ten fathoms of line. 

At four K.ta. on the 4th, vfc tame to a quantity of 
loose ice, which lay straggling among the bergs ; 
and 89 there was a. liglit breeze liom the southward, 
and I was anxfous to avoid, if jiossible, the iieceBsity 
of going to the eastward, I puslied the Hecla into 
the ice, in the hope ol" being able to make our way 
through it. We had scarcely done eo, however, 
before it fell calm ; when the ship became perfectly 
unmanageable, and was for some time at the mercy 
of the swell, which drifted us fiist ti^warda the bergs. 
All the boats were immediately sent a-hcad to tow j 
tmd the Griper's signal was made, not to enter the 
ice. Afler two hours' hard pulling, we succeeded 
in getting the Hecla back again into clear water, 
Kii4 to a sufficient distance from the icebergs which 
it is -very dangerous to ^proach when there is a 
■wen. At noon we were in lat. 06° 50' 47'', long. 
57' 07' 50". being near the middle of the naHiyfl-aS. 



imrt of Davis' Strait, which is here not more than 
fifty leagues aerofis. Davis, on returning from 
his tliird voyage, sets it Uorni at forty leagues* ; 
and in tuiothcr place remarks : " In the lutitiuic of 
sintie-aeuen degrees, I might see America, west, 
from me, and Desolation (Greenland), east -j-." The 
truth of the last remark had been much doubted, 
till the observations made on our expedition of 
1818, by determining the geographical position 
of the two coasts thus seen by Davis, served to 
confirm the accuracy of that celebrated and able 
navigator. 

On the ,5th, it was necessary to pass throtigh some 
Jieavy streams of ice, in order to avoid the loss of 
time by going round to the eastward. On (his, as 
on many other occasions, the advantage possessed 
by a ship of considerable weight in the water, in 
separating the heavy masses of ice, was very appa- 
rent. In some of the streams, through which the 
Hecla passed, a vessel of a hundred tons less burden 
must have been immovably beset. The Griper was 
on this, and many other occasions, only enabled to 
followtbeHeclaby taking advantage of the openings 
made tiy the latter. 

At noon, m the 6th, being in lat. 67° 44' 05", 
long. 57° 51' 13", we had soundings in one hundred 
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Bventy-two fathoma, on a bottom of Ehining 
Band, mixed with amail black speclu. A number of 
looms were killed, which being very good to oat, 

e served to the officers and ships' company. A 
herd of sea-horses being' seen lying on a piece of 
ice, our boat succeeded in killing one of tbem. 
These animals usually lie hud<iled togetber, like 
pigs, one overllie other, and are ao stupidly tame 
as to allow a boat to approach them, within a few 
yards, without moving. When, at length, tliey are 
diaturbed, they daah into the water in great confu- 
It may be worth remarking, as a proof liow 
tenacious the walrus aomelimea is of life, that the 
atiiinal killed to-day struggled violently (or ten mi- 
natei after it was struek, and towed tlie boitt twenty 
or thirty yards, after which the iron of the harpoon 
(jipke ; ^od. yet it was found, on examination, that 
liie iron barb had penetrated both auricles of the 
lieorL A. ijuantity of the blubber was put into 
casks, as a vriuter's supply of lamp oil. 

The ice was %o compact that it waa impossible 
to penetrate to the westward, and nothing remained 
Id be done, but to make the best way we could, by 
beating to the northward along the edge of the 
pack, until on the lOth a thick fog came on, which 
wade great caution necessary in sailing, tliere brang 
»great many ice-bergs near us. There ia, however, 
cvea in the thickest fug, a strong reflection of light 

■ these immense bixlica uf ice, which, V^Uv vsi 



nttentivG look out, \s generally viaibic at a sufficient 
distance to enable tbe navigator, if iti sDinoth water, 
U) avoid coming in contact with tiiom, 

A large bear being seen on a piece of ice, near 
which we were pLiSEing this morning, a boat vaB 
despatched in pursoit, and our people succeeded in 
killing and towing it on board. As these animals 
gink immediately on being mortally wounded, some 
dexterity is requisite to secure them, by first throw- 
ing a rope over the neck, at which raauy of the 
Greenland seamen are remarkably cipcrt. It is 
customary for the boats of the whalers to have two 
or three lines coiled in them, which not only gives 
them great stability, but, with good manwement, 
makes it difficult for a bear, when swimming, to put 
his paws upon the gunwale, which they generally 
endeavour to do ; wliereoe, with our boats, which 
are more light and crank, and therefore very easily 
heeled over, I have more than once seen a bear on 
the point a{ taking possession of them. Great 
caution should, therefore be used under such clr- 
Camstances in attacking these ferocious creatures. 
We have always found a boarding-pike the most 
useful weapon for this purpose. The lance used by 
the whalers will not easily penetrate the skin, and 
a muskot-hall, except when very close, is scarcely 
more efficacious. 

On the llith. in running along the edge of the ice 
iiith a/r«sl) breeze from the south-west, we passed 



ihe Bninawick whaler, of Hull, bpating to the south- 
ward. She crossed, within liai! of the Griper, and 
the master infomied Lieutenant Liddonthat he had, 
on the llth, lell a large f1i.'et of fishing-shipa about 
the latitude of 74°, unable to proceed further to the 
northward. We had been stopped in a similar 
raanner, and in the same place, on the voyage of 
1618, nhich renders it not improbable, that, at this 
period of the year, the same obstruction will gene- 
rally be found to occur about that latitude. The 
annnal experience of the whalers lias, indeed, long 
a^ taade it evident, that the facility with which a 
ship may sail up Davis' Strait depends entirely upon 
the Beaton at which the attempt is made, For the 
first fortnight in June, it ia seldom practicable to get 
much beyond the Island of Disho, or about the lati- 
tude of 69° to 70''. Towards the 20th of that 
month, the ships usually reached the great inlet> 
called North-East Day ; and, by the end of June, 
the ice allows them, though not without great ex- 
ertion, to penetrate to the Three Islands of Baffin, 
which lie just beyond the seventy-fourth ' degree of 
latitude. From that time till about the end of 
August, the ice presents, almost daily, less and leas 
obstruction j so that, if the object be simply to sml 
ai far north as possible into Baffin's Bay, without 
regard to the capture of whales, there is every 
, to believe that a ship, entering Davis' Strait 
; of July, may sail into the latitude of 14° 
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or 75°, without meeting with any detention on ac- 
count of the ice, and, perhaps, without even seeing 
the land till she arrive in a high latitude. 

On the 17th, the margin of the ice, appearing 
more open than we had yet seen it, and there being 
some appearance of a " water-sky " to the north- 
west, I was induced to run the ships into the ice, 
though the weather was too thick to allow us to see 
more than a mile or two in that direction. We were, 
at noon, in latitude 72° 00' 2V', longitude 59° 43' 
04", the depth of water being one hundred and 
ninety fathoms, on a muddy bottom. The wind 
shortly after died away, as usual, and after making 
a number of tacks, in order to gain all we could 
to the westward, we found ourselves so closely 
hemmed in by the ice on every side, that there was 
no longer room to work the ships, and we therefore 
made them fast to a floe, till the weather should 
clear up. The afternoon was employed in taking 
on board a supply of water from the floe. It may 
be proper at once to remark that, from this time till 
the end of the voyage, snow-water was exclusively 
made use of on board the ships for every purpose. 
During the summer months it is found in abundance 
in pools upon the floes and icebergs ; and in the 
winter snow was dissolved in the coppers for our 
daily consumption. The fog cleared away in 
the evening, when we perceived that no further 
j)rogress could be made tlirough the ice, into which 



: sailed to the vrestward about tnclvo miles. 

e were, therefore, once more uniler the necessity 
of returning to the castwanl, Icat a change of wind 
should beset the ships in their present sitimtion. 
Previoosly, however, to our return, we made some 
obasrvatSons, on the ice, for the variation and liip 
of the magne^c needle, the former of which was 
found to lie 80° 5a' 27" W., and the latter84'' 14' 9" 

A thick fog came on again at night, and pre- 
Tuiled till nearnooQ un the mth, when we came to 
a close but narrow stream of iee, lying exactly 

OBS our course, and at right angles to the miun 
body of the icce. A.s this stream extended to the 
cswtward as far as we could aee from the " crow's 
neat," an endeavour was made to pusii the ships 
vrith all sail through the narrowest part. The 
fodlity with which this operation, technically called 
" boring," is performed, depende chiefly on having 
a fresh and free wind, with which we were not 
favoured on this occasion t so that, when we' had 
forced the ships about one hundred yards into the 
ioe, iheir way was completely stopped. The stream 
consisted uf such small pieces of ice, that when an 
eltempt was made to warp the ships a-head by 
bstening lines to some of the heaviest masses near 
tbem, the ice Itself came home, without the ships 
being moved forward. Every effort to extricate 
themfroni this helpless situation proved fruitless for 
more than two hours, when the Hecla was at len^lK 
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backed out, and succeeded in pushing through 
another part of the stream in which a small opening 
appeared just at that moment. All our boats were 
immediately despatched to the assistance of the 
Griper, which still remained beset, and which no 
effort could move in any direction. We at length 
resorted to the expedient of sending a whale-line to 
her from the Hecla, and then, making all sail upon 
the latter ship, we succeeded in towing her out, 
head to wind, till she was enabled to proceed in 
clear water. The crosiuiig of this stream of ice, of 
which the breadth scarcely exceeded three hundred 
yards, occupied us constantly for more than five 
hours, and may serve as an example of the deten- 
tion to which ships are liable in this kind of naviga- 
tion. In the course of the afternoon, one of the 
Hecla's boats was upset by the ice, and Mr, Palmer, 
with all her crew, thrown out of her ; but, hw 
getting upon the ice, they fortunately escaped wilh 
no other injury than a thorough wetting. 

Early on the morning of the 21st, the fog cleared 
away, and discovered to us the land called, by 
Davis, Hope Sanderson, and the Woman's Islands, 
being the first land we had seen in sailing north- 
wards into Baffin's Bay, from the lat. of 64f °. We 
found ourselves in the midst of a great number of 
very high icebergs, of which I counted, from the 
crow's nest, eighty-eight, besides many smaller 
ones. We tacked immediately to -the westward, in 
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order to take advantage oi' the only dear weather 
ire had enjoyed for the last fourteen days, to 
eramine the state of the ice, and observed iit noon, 
in lat. 72° 68' 13", the long., by chronometers, 
being 58° 4S" 57". 

Having now reacheil the latitude of 73° without 
seeing a single opening' in the ice, and being 
nnwilling to increase our distance from Sir Juniea 
Lsncaster's Sound, by proeeeding much farther to 
the northward, I determined once more to enter the 
ice in this place, and to try the experiment of 
forcing our way tliroiigh it, in order to get into the 
open aea, which the eiperienee olthe former voyage 
led me to l>elieTe ne ehould lind upon the western 
coast of BaiBn's Bay. This deter mi [laticin was 
strengthened by the recollection of the serious ob- 
EtmctioDB we had met with the preceding year, in 
the neighbourhood of Prince Hegent's Bay, where 
greater detention, as well as danger, had been expe- 
rienced.than on any other port ol' that cosiL Being 
now, therefore, favoured with clear weather, and a 
moderate breeze from the aoutli-eastward, we ran 
into the ice, which for tlie first two miles conBlsted 
of detached pici^es, but atterwards of floes of con- 
riderable extent, and fix or seven feet in thickness. 
The wind died away towards midnight, and the 
weather was serene and clear. 

At ai *. H.. on the 23rd. a thick f<^ came on, 
, which rendered it impossible to see out vvj un^ 
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further. It often happens, in thick weather, that 
muph distance is lost by ships taking a wrong 
"lead,** as the channels between floes of ice are 
technically called ; so that, on the weather clear- 
ing, it was discovered, when too late, that another 
opening, perhaps a few yards only from that through 
which they had sailed, would have conducted them 
into clear water. We, therefore, warped to an 
iceberg, to which the ships were made fast at noon, 
to wait the clearing up of the fog, being in lat. 73° 
04' 10", long. 60° 11' 30". At eight p. m. the 
weather cleared up, and a few small pools of open 
water were seen here and there, but the ice was 
generally as close as before, and the wind being to 
the westward of north it was not deemed advisable - 
to move. When ships are thus beset, there is a 
great advantage in securing them to the largest 
body of ice that can be found, and particularly to 
the bergs, as they are by this means better enabled 
to retain their situation, the drift of the ice being 
generally less in proportion to its depth under 
water. Another advantage in securing a ship to an 
iceberg is, that these bodies usually keep a small 
space of clear water under their lee, in consequence 
of the quicker drift of the floes and loose ice 
to leeward. It not unfrequently happens that 
a ship is thus dragged into clear water, as the 
sailors express it ; that is, that the whole of the 
ffoe-ice is carried to leeward past the berg to 



OF A NORTH-WEST PASSAGE. 25 

which the ship is attached, leaving her at length in 
an open sea. 

The weather being clear in the morning of the 
25th, and a few narrow lanes of water appearing 
to the westward, the Griper was made fast astern of 
the Hecla; and her crew being sent to assist in 
manning our capstan, we proceeded to warp the 
ships through the ice. This method, which is often 
adopted by our whalers, has the obvious advantage 
of applying the whole united force in separating the 
masses of ice which lie in the way of the first ship, 
allowing the second, or even the third, to follow 
close astern, with very little obstruction. In this 
manner we had advanced about four miles to the 
westward, by eight p. m., after eleven hours of very 
laborious -exertion ; and having then come to the 
end of the clear water, and the weather being again 
foggy, the ships were secured in a deep " bight," or 
bay in a floe, called by the sailors a " natural dock." 
An extra allowance of meat and spirits was served 
to the ships* companies, and all hands were per- 
mitted to go to rest till the state of the weather 
and of the ice should become more favourable. 

Early on the morning of the 26th, there was clear 
wa^r as far as we could see to the westward, which, 
on account of the fog, did not exceed the distance 
of three hundred yards. We made sail, however, 
and having groped our way for about half a mile, 



26 VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY 

found the ice once more close in every direction, 
except that in which we had been sailing, obliging 
us to make the ships fast to a floe. I sent a boat 
away to endeavour to find a lane of clear water 
leading to the westward. She returned on board 
in an hour, without success, having with difficulty 
found her way to the ship, by our muskets, and 
other signals. At half-past three, p. m ., the weather 
cleared up, and a few narrow lanes of water being 
seen to the westward, every exertion was imme- 
diately made to get into them. On beginning to 
heave, however, we found that the " hole" of water 
in which the Hecla lay, was now so completely 
enclosed by ice, that no passage out of it could be 
found. We tried every corner, but to no purpose ; 
all the power we could apply being insufficient to 
move the heavy masses of ice which had fixed them- 
selves firmly between us and the lanes of water 
without. In the mean time, Lieutenant Liddon 
had succeeded in advancing about three hundred 
yards, and had placed the Griper's bow between 
two heavy floes, which it was necessary to separate 
before any further progress could be made. Both 
ships continued to heave at their hawsers occasion- 
ally, as the ice appeared to slacken a little, by which 
means they were now and then drawn a-head a few 
inches at a time, but did not advance more than 
half-a-dozen yards in the course of the night. By 
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our neaiing several bergs to the northward, the ice 
appeared to be drifting in that direction, the wind 
being moderate from the southward. 

About three a.m., Tuesday, 27th, by a sudden 
motion of the ice, we succeeded in getting the 
Hecla out of her confined situation, and ran her up 
aatem of the Griper. The clear water had mado 
so much to the westward, that a narrow neck of ice 
was all that was now interposed between the ships 
and a large open space in that quarter. Both ships' 
companies were, therefore, ordered upon the ice to 
saw off the neck, when the floes suddenly opened 
sufficiently to allow the Griper to push through 
under all sail. No time was lost in the attempt to 
get the Hecla through after her ; but, by one of 
those accidents to which this navigation is liable, 
and which renders it so precarious and uncertain, 
a piece of loose ice, which lay between the two 
ships, was drawn after the Griper by the eddy pro- 
duced by her motion, and completely blocked the 
narrow passage through which we were about to 
follow. Before we could remove this obstruction 
by hauling it back out of the channel, the floes 
were again pressed together, wedging it firmly and 
immovably betwixt them ; the saws were imme- 
diately set to work, and used with great effect ; but 
it was not till eleven o'clock that we succeeded, 
after seven hours' labour, in getting the Hccia into 
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the lanes of clear water which opened more and 
more to the westward. * 

On the 29th, we had so much clear water, that 
the ships had a very perceptible pitching motion, 
which, from the closeness of the ice, does not very 
often occur in the Polar regions, and which is 
therefore hailed with pleasure, as an indication of 
an open sea. At five p.m., the swell increased 
considerably, and, as the wind freshened up from 
the north-east, the ice gradually disappeared ; so 
that by six o'clock we were sailing in an open sea, 
perfectly free from obstruction of any kind. 

We now seemed all at once to have got into the. 
head-quarters of the whales. They were so nume- 
rous that I directed the number to be counted 
during each watch, and no less than eighty-two are 
mentioned in this day's log. Mr. Allison, the Green- 
land master, considered them generally as large 
ones, and remarked, that a fleet of whalers might 
easily have obtained a cargo here in a. few days. 
It is, I believe, a common idea among Greenland 
fishermen, that the presence of ice is necessary to 
ensure the finding of whales ; but we had no ice 
in sight to day, when they were most numerous. 
In the afternoon the wind broke us off from the 
N.N.W,, which obliged us to cast oflP the Griper, 
and we carried all sail a-head to make the land. 
We saw it at half-past five p.m., being the lugh land 
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about Possession Bay, and at the same time several 
streams of loose but heavy ice came in sight, which 
a fresh breeze was drifting &8t to the south-east- 
ward. Sir James Lancaster's Sound was now open 
to the westward of us, and the experience of our 
former voyage had given us reason to believe that 
the two best months in the year for the navigation 
of these seas were yet to come. This considera- 
tion, together with the magnificent view of the lofty 
Byam Martin Mountains, which forcibly recalled 
to our minds the events of the preceding year, could 
not fail to animate us with expectation and hope. 
If any proof were wanting of the value of local 
knowledge in the navigation of the Polar Seas, it 
woald be amply furnished by the fact of uur having 
now readied the entrance of Sir James Lancaster's 
Sound just one month earlier than we had done in 
1818, although we had then sailed above a fortnight 
sooner, with the same general object in view, namely, 
to penetrate to the western coast of Baffin's Bay, 
where alone the North-west Passage was to be 
sought for. This difference is to be attributed 
entirely to the confidence which I felt, from the 
experience gained on the former voyage, that an 
open sea would be found to the westward of the 
barrier of ice which occupies the middle of Baffin's 
Bay. Without that confidence, it would have been 
little better than madness to have attempted a 
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passage through so compact a body of ice, whea 
no indication of a clear sea appeared beyond it. 

The Hecla's cables were bent, and the Griper's 
signal made to do the same. As we approached 
the land, the wind drew directly out of the Sound, 
which is commonly found to be the case in inlets 
of this nature, in which the wind generally blows 
directly up or down. A flock of white ducks, 
believed to be male eider-ducks, were seen in the 
afternoon, flying to the eastward. 

The wind increased to a fresh breeze on the 
morning of the 31st, which prevented our making 
much way to the westward. We stood in towards 
Cape Byam Martin, and sounded in eighty fathoms 
on a rocky bottom, at the distance of two miles in 
an east direction from it. We soon after discovered 
the flag-staflP which had been erected on Possession 
Mount on the former expedition ; an object which, 
though insignificant in itself, called up every person 
immediately on deck to look at and to greet it as an 
old acquaintance. The Griper being considerably 
astern, I thought it a good opportunity to go on 
shore, in order to make some observations, while 
she was coming up. Captain Sabine and myself, 
therefore, left the ship, and landed on the same 
spot, near the mouth of the stream in Possession 
Bay, where observations had been made the pre- 
ceding year. We found so much surf on the beach 
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as to make it necessary to haul the boat up, to 
prevent her being stove. A number of loose pieces 
of ice had been thrown up above the ordinary high- 
water mark ; some of these were so covered by the 
sand, which the sea had washed over them, that we 
were at a loss to know what they were, till a quan- 
tity of it had been removed. From the situation 
and appearance of these masses, it occurred to us 
that some similar masses, found under ground in 
those spots called Kaltuue, in the islands Viear the 
coast of Siberia, might thus have been originally 
deposited. 

The land immediately at the back of Possession 
Bay rises in a gentle slope from the sea, presenting 
an open and extensive spage of low ground, flanked 
by hills to the north and south. In this valley, and 
even on the hills, to the height of six or seven 
hundred feet above the sea, there was scarcely any 
snow, but the mountains at the back were com- 
pletely covered with it. The bed of the stream, 
which winds along the valley, is in many places 
several hundred yards wide, and in some parts from 
thirty to forty feet deep ; but the quantity of water 
which it contained at this season was extremely 
small in proportion to the width between the banks, 
not exceeding forty feet on an average, and from 
one to three feet only in depth near the mouth of 
the stream. This feature is common to every part 
of the polar regions in which we have4anded ; the 
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beds, or ravines, being probably formed by the 
annual dissolution of the snow during a long series 
of years. Some pieces of birch-bark having been 
picked up in the bed of this stream, in 1818, which 
gave reason to suppose that wood might be found 
growing in the interior, I directed Mr. Fisher to 
walk up it, accompanied by a small party, and to 
occupy an hour or two, while the Griper was coming 
up, and Captain Sabine and myself were employed 
upon the beach in examining the nature and 
productions of the country. 

Mr. Fisher reported, on his return, that he had 
followed the stream between three and four miles, 
where it turned to the south-west, without discover- 
ing any indications of a wooded country ; but a 
sufficient explanation respecting the birch-bark vtras, 
perhaps, furnished by his finding, at the distance of 
a quarter of a mile from the sea, a piece of whale- 
bone two feet ten inches in length, and two inches 
in breadth, having a number of circular holes very 
neatly and regularly perforated along one of its 
edges, and which had undoubtedly formed part of 
an Esquimaux sledge. This circumstance affording 
a proof of the Esquimaux having visited this part of 
the coast at no very distant period, it was concluded 
that the piece of bark above alluded to had been 
brought hither by these people. From the appear- 
ance of the whalebone, it might have been lying 
there for four or five years. That none of the 
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Esquimaux tribe had visited this part of the coast 
since we landed there in 1818, was evident from 
the flag-staff then erected still remaining untotUied. 
Mr. Fisher found every part of the valley quite free 
from snow as high as he ascended it; and the 
following fact seems to render it probable that no 
great quantity either of snow or sleet had fallen here 
since our last visit. Mr. Fisher had not proceeded 
far, till, to his great surprise, he encountered the 
tracks of human feet upon the banks of the stream, 
which appeared so fresh, that he at first imagined 
them to have been recently made by some natives, 
but which, on examination, were distinctly ascer- 
tained to be -the marks of our own shoes, made 
eleven months before. 

The only animals we met with were a fox, a 
raven, some ring-plovers, snow-buntings, and a wild 
bee. Several tracks of bears, and of a cloven-footed 
animal, probably the rein-deer, were also observed 
upon the moist ground. Three black whales were 
seen in the bay, and the crown-bones of several 
others were lying near the beach. Considerable 
tufts of moss and of grass oocur in this valley, 
principally in those parts which are calculated to 
retain the water produced by the melting of the 
snow. Indeed, moisture alone seems necessary to 
the growth of a variety of plants which are found in 
this dreary climate. Mr. Fisher, who had an op- 
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pOTtunity of examining some of the fixed rocks, 
considered them to consist principally of basalt. 

At half-past ten a.m., when we landed, the tide 
was falling by the shore, and continued to do so till 
about half an hour before noon ; the surf on the 
beach, however, did not allow me to determine the 
time with very great precision. 

In approaching Possession Bay, the colour of the 
water was observed to change to a light green, at 
the distance of two or two and a half miles from 
the shore, but there was no appearance of sboal 
water, and we could find no bottom with sixty and 
seventy fathoms of line, well within it; we had 
fourteen fathoms, on a sandy bottom, at a cable's 
length from the beach. 

Having finished our observations, we returned on 
board, and made all sail for the Sound; but the 
wind blowing still from the westward, the progress 
of the ships was but slow in that direction. The 
sea was perfectly free from ice, except a single berg, 
and one or two narrow, though heavy, streams, 
which offered, however, little or no obstruction to 
the navigation. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Ed trance into Sir James Lancaster's Sound of BafBn — 
Uninterrapted Passage to the Westward — Discovery and 
Examination of Prince Regent's Inlet — Progress to the 
Southward stopped by Ice — Return to the Northward — 
Pats Barrow's Strait, and enter the Polar Sea. 

We were now about to enter and to explore that 
great sound or inlet which has obtained a degree 
of celebrity beyond what it might otherwise have 
been considered to possess, from the very opposite 
opinions which have been held with regard to it. 
To us it was peculiarly interesting, as being the 
point to which our instructions more particularly 
directed our attention ; and, I may add, what I 
believe we all felt, it was that point of the voyage 
which was to determine the success or failure of the 
expedition, according as one or other of the opposite 
opinions alluded to should be corroborated. It will 
readily be conceived, then, how great our anxiety 
was for a change of the westerly wind and swell, 
which, on the 1st of August, set down Sir James 
Lancaster's Sound, and prevented our making much 
progress. We experienced also another source of 
anxiety. The relative sailing qualities of the two 
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ships were found to have altered so much, that we 
were obliged to keep the Hecla under easy sail the 
whole day, to allow the Griper to keep up with us, 
although the latter had hitherto kept way with her 
consort, when sailing by the wind. Several whales 
were seen in the course of the day, and Mr. Allison 
remarked, that this was the only part in Baffin's Bay 
in which he had ever seen young whales ; for it is 
a matter of surprise to the whalers in general, that 
they seldom or never meet with young ones on this 
fishery, as they are accustomed to do in the seas of 
Spitzbergen. 

The Griper continued to detain us so much, that 
I determined on making the best of our way to the 
westward, and ordered the Hecla to be hove to in 
the evening, and sent Lieutenant Liddon an instruc- 
tion, with some signals, which might facilitate our 
meeting in case of fog ; and I appointed as a place 
of rendezvous the meridian of 85° west, and as near 
the middle of the Sound as circumstances would 
permit. As soon, therefore, as the boat returned 
from the Griper, we carried a press of sail, and, in 
the course of the evening, saw the northern shore 
of the Sound looming through the clouds which 
hung over it. 

The weather being clear in the evening of the 
2nd, we had the first distinct view of both sides of 
the Sound ; and the difference of the character of 
the two shores was very apparent — that on the south 
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consisting of high and peaked mountains, completely 
snow-clad, except on the lower parts, while the 
northern coast has generally a smoother outline, 
and had, comparatiyely with the other, little snow 
upon it ; the difference in this last respect appearing 
to depend principally on the difference in their 
absolute height. The sea was open before us, free 
from ice or land ; and the Hecla pitched so much 
from the westerly swell in the course of the day, 
as to throw the water once or twice into the stern 
windows — a circumstance which, together with other 
appearances, we were willing to attribute to an open 
sea in the desired direction. More than forty black 
whales were seen during the day. 

We made little way on the 3rd, but being favoured 
at length by the easterly breeze which was bringing 
up the Griper, and for which we had long been 
looking with much impatience, a crowd of sail was 
set to carry us with all rapidity to the westward. 
It is more easy to imagine than to describe the 
almost breathless anxiety which was now visible in 
every countenance, while, as the breeze increased 
to a fresh gale, we ran quickly up the Sound. The 
mast-heads were crowded by the officers and men 
during the whole afternoon ; and an unconcerned 
observer, if any could have been unconcerned on 
sach an occasion, would have been amused by the 
eagerness with which the various reports from the 

VOL. I. E 



i^ruw's-nest were received, all, however, hitherto 
lavourablc tu our most aauguine hopes. 

Being abreast of Cape Costlereagh, more distant 
land was seen to apeo out to the westnanl of it, and 
hetwcenthe cape and thislandivaa perceived ao inlet, 
to which I have given the uameofthe Navy Board's 
Inlet. We saw points of land apparently all 
TOiUid this inlet, but being at a very great distance 
from it, we were unable to determine whether it v 
continuous or not. But as the land on the weslom 
side appeared so much lower and Enioother than 
th:it on the opposite side, near Cape Castlereagb, 
and came down so near the horizon, about the centre 
of the inlet, the general impression was, that it is 
not continuous in that part. Ah our business lay to 
the westward, however, and not to the south, the 
whole of this extensive inlet was in a few hours 
lost in distance. 

In ihe mean time the land had opened out, on the 
oppodte shore, to the northward and westward of 
Cape Warrender, conEisling of high mountains, end 
in some parts, of table land. Several head-lands 
were here distinctly made out, of whicli the northern- 
most and most conspieuoua was named after Cap- 
tain NicHOLA^i Lechmgbe Pateshall, of the 
Royal Navy. The eitensive bay into which Capo 
Pikteshall CKtends, and which, at the distance we 
passed it, appeared to be broken or detached ii 



many partj, was nameil Cbokeh'b Bay, in honuur 
of Mr. CaoKEa, Secretory of the Admirallj. I have 
called this lar^e opening a, bay, though the qiiirk- 
aea with vrhifh we sailed past It did not allow U9 
to determine the absolute continuity of land laund 
the bottom of itj it ia, therefore, by no meana im- 
probable, that a passage may here be one day found 
from Sir Jumes Laacaster'a Sound into the Northern 



Our course was nearly due west, and the wind 
still continuing to freshen, took ua in a few hours 
nearly out of sight of the Griper. The only iee 
which we met with consisted of Ek few large bergs 
very much washed by the sea; and the wealher 
being remarkably clear, so as to enable as to run 
with perfect safety, we were, by midnight, in a great 
measure, relieved from our anxiety respecting the 
supposed continuity of land at the bottom of thia 
lUBgnificent inlet, having reached the longitude of 
83° 12', where the two shores are slill aboTe thirteen 
leagues apart, without the slightest appearance of 
aoy land to the westward of ua for font or fi\e 
paints of the compaas. The colour of the water 
having become rather lighter, we hove-to at this 
time for the Griper, and obtained soundings in one 
liundred and fifty fathoma on a muddy bottom, 

HaTing made the ship snug, so aa to be in 
readiness to round to. should the land be seen 
Srhead, and the Griper having come up within a few 
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mileB of u$, we again bore up at one a.m., the 4tJi. 
At half-ptkst three, Lieutenant Beechey, who had 
relieved me on deck, discovered, froni the crow's- 
oesC, a reef of rocks, in-ehorc of lU to the norlbward, 
on which the sea was breaking. These breakers 
appeared to lie directly off a cape, which we named 
after Reab-Adhibal Josefh Bullbs, and which 
Ues immediately to the eastward of an inlet that 1 
named Bboux:nci Cuming Inlet. As the eea had 
now become bi^h, and the water appeared dis- 
coloured at some distance without the breaken, the 
Hecla was immediately rounded to, for the purpose 
of sounding ; we could Had no bottom with fifty 
fathoms of hne, but the Griper coming up shortly 
after, obtained soundings in seventy-live fathoms, on 
a bottom of sand and mud. We here met with 
innumerable loose masses of ice, upon which the 
sea was constantly breaking, in a manner so much 
resembling the breakers on shoals, as to make it a 
matter of aome little uncertainty at the time whether 
those of which 1 have spoken above might ni 
have been caused by ice. It is possible, therefore, 
that shoal water may not he found to eiiat in thi 
place 1 but I thought it riglit to mark the spot o 
tlie chart, to warn future navigators when approach- 
ing this part of the coast. That there is something m 
of tho common way in this neighbourhood, appears, 
however, more than probable, from tlie soundings 
obtained by the Griper, which are much less th^n 



we fnund them in any otiier part of the Sound at 
the Bame distance from land. 

At seven a. m., there being less sea, and no 
Bppearanee of broken or discoloured water, we 
again bore away to the westward, the Griper having 
joined us about the meridian of 83°, which had 
been appointed as our place of rendezvous. Since 
the preceding evening, a thick haze had been hang- 
ing over the horizon to the southward, whieh pre- 
vented our seeing the land in that direction, to tbe 
westward of fl", while the whole of the nortlieni 
■hore, though, as it afterwarda proved, at a greater 
distance from us, was distinctly visible. At noon, 
being in latitude 74° 15' 53" N., longitude, by 
chrottometers, 86° aiy 30", we were near two inlets, 
of which the caslernmost was named BtrRNET Islet, 
and the other Sthatton Inlet. The land between 
these two bad very much the appearance of an 
island. We rounded to, for the purpose of sound- 
ing, aa well as to wtut for nur consort, and found no 

I bottom with one hundred and seventy fathoms of 

f line, the water being of a dirty light-^reen colour. 

I The cliffs on this part of tho coast present a sin- 
gular appearance, being stratified horizontally, and 
having a number of regular projecting masses of 
rock, broad at the bottom, and coming to a point at 

< tbe top, resembling so many buttre»!ses, raised by 

I art at equal intervals. 

After lying-to for an hour, we again bore up m 
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the westward, and soon ailter discovered a cape, 
afterwards named by Captain Sabine, Cafe Fell- 
foot, which appeared to form the termination of 
this coast ; and as the haze, which still prevailed to 
the south, prevented our seeing any land in that 
quarter, and the sea was literally as free from ice 
as any part of the Atlantic, we began to flatter our- 
selves that we had fairly entered the Polar Sea, 
and some of the most sanguine among us had even 
calculated the bearing and distance of Icy Cape, as 
a matter of no very difficult or improbable accom- 
plishment. This pleasing prospect was rendered 
the more flattering by the sea having, as we thought, 
regained the usual oceanic colour, and by a long 
swell which was rolling in from the southward and 
eastward. At six f.m., however, land was reported 
to be seen ahead. The vexation and anxiety pro- 
duced on every countenance by such a report was 
but too visible, until, on a nearer approach, it was 
found to be only an island, of no very large extent, 
and that, on each side of it, the horizon still ap- 
peared clear for several points of the compass. At 
eight p. M., we came to some ice of no great breadth 
or thickness, extending several miles in a direction 
nearly parallel to our course ; and as we could see 
clear water over it to the southward, I was for some 
time in the hope that it would prove a detached 
stream, from which no obstruction to our progress 
westerly was to be apprehended. At twenty minutes 
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past ten, however, the weather having become hazy, 
and the wind light, we perceived that the ice, along 
which we had been sailing for the last two hours, 
was joined, at the distance of half a mile to the 
westward of us, to a compact and impenetrable body 
of floes, which lay across the whole breadth of the 
strait, formed by the island' and the western point 
of Maxwell Bay. We hauled our wind to the 
northward, just in time to avoid being embayed in 
the ice, on the outer edge of which a considerable 
surf, the effect of the late gale, was then rolling. A 
second island was discovered to the southward of 
the former, to both of which I gave the name of 
Prince Leopold's Isles, in honour of his Royal 
Highness Prince Leopold of Saxe Coburg. 
Immediately to the eastward of these islands, there 
was a strong water-sky, indicating a considerable 
extent of open sea, but a bright ice-blink to the 
westward afforded little hope, for the present, of 
finding a passage in the desired direction. We saw 
to-day, for the first time, a number of white whales ; 
guillemots, fulmar petrels, and kitti wakes were also 
numerous near the ice. 

While the calm and thick weather lasted, a num- 
ber of the officers and men amused themselves in 
the boats, in endeavouring to kill some of the white 
whales which were swimming about the ships in 
great numbers ; but the animals were so wary, that 
they would scarcely suffer the boats to approach 



44 VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY 

them within thirty or forty yards without diving. 
Mr. Fisher described them to be generally from 
eighteen to twenty feet in length ; and he stated, 
that he had several times heard them emit a shrill, 
ringing sound, not unlike that of musical glasses 
when badly played. This sound, he further ob- 
served, was most distinctly heard, when they hap- 
pened to swim directly beneath the boat, even 
when they were several feet under water, and 
ceased altogether on their coming to the surface. 
We saw also, for the first time, one or two shoals 
of narwhals, called by the sailors, sea-unicorns. 

A steady breeze springing up from the W.N.W. 
in the afternoon, the ships stood to the northward, 
till we had distinctly made out, that no passage to 
the westward could at present be found between the 
ice and the land. The weather having become 
clear about this time, we perceived that there was 
a large open space to the southward, where no land 
was visible ; and for this opening, over which there 
was a dark water-sky, our course was now directed. 
It fell calm again, however, in a few hours ; so that 
at noon, on the 6th, we were still abreast of Prince 
Leopold's Islands, which were so surrounded by 
ice, that we could not approach them nearer than 
four or five miles. 

The Griper having unfortunately sprung both her 
topmasts. Lieutenant Liddon took advantage of the 
calm weather to shift them. The Hecla*s boats 



were at the same time employed in bringing on 
board ice, to be used as water ; a meaaure to which 
it is occasionally neccBSary tu resort in these regions, 
when no pools or ponds are to be found upon the 
floea. In this case, bei^Jce, when at hand, is 
generally preferred ; but that of fioee, which is, in 
fact, the ice ol' sea-water, is also abundantly uied 
for this purpose : the only precaution which it is 
necessary to observe, being that of allowing: the 
salt-water to drain off before it is dissolved for use. 
One of our boats was upset by the foil of a mass of 
ice which the oien wore breaking', but fortunately 
no injury was sustained. 

A breeie sprung up from the N.N.W. in the 
evening, and the Griper being ready to make sail, 
we stood to the southward. The land, which now 
became visible to the south-east, discovered to us 
that we were entering a lai^e inlet, not less than ten 
leagues wide at its mouth, and in the centre of which 

o land could be distinguished. The western shore 
of the inlet, which extended as far as we could see 

3 the S.S.W., was so encumbered with ice, that 
there was no possibility of sailing near II I, there- 
fore, ran along the edge of the ice, between which 
aad the eastern shore there was a broad and open 
channel, uitti the intention of seeking, in a lower 
latitude, a clearer passage to the westward than 
that which ne had just been obliged lo abandon, 
Jjing lietueen Pnnco Leopold's Isles and Maxwell's 
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Bay. The headland which forms the western point 
of the entrance into this inlet, was honoured by the 
name of Cafe Clarence, after his Royal Highness 
the Duke of Clarence ; and another to the south- 
eastward of this, was named after Sir Robert Sep- 
piNGS, one of the Surveyors of his Majesty's navy. 

Since the time we first entered Sir James Lan- 
caster's Sound, the sluggishness of the compasses, as 
well as the amount of their irregularity producedby 
the attraction of the ship's iron, had been found very 
rapidly, though uniformly, to increase, as we pro- 
ceeded to the westward ; so much, indeed, Ihat, for 
the last two days, we had been under the necessity 
of giving up altogether the usual observations for 
determining the variation of the needle on board 
the ships. This irregularity became more and more 
obvious as we now advanced to the southward, 
which rendered it not improbable that we were now 
making a very near approach to the magnetic pole. 
For the purposes of navigation, therefore, the 
compasses were from this time no longer consulted ; 
and in a few days afterwards, the binnacles were 
removed, as useless lumber, from the deck to the 
carpenter's store-room, where they remained during 
the rest of the season. 

Being desirous of obtaining all the magnetic 
observations we were able, on a spot which appeared 
to be replete with interest in this department of 
science, and the outer margin of the ice consisting 



^tirely of small loose pioeo*, which w 
Sufficiently etcady fur luing- the dipping-needle, we 
feauled up for the nearest part of the oaatem shore, 
far the i)iirpoae of landing there with the instru- 
ments. Wu got ill with it about noon, having Tery 
Te^ulurly decreased our soundings from forty to 
fifteen and a half fathoms ; in wliich depth, having 
tacked, at the dislsnce of two miles and a half from 
the shore, two boats were despatched from each 
Blilp, under the command of Lieutenants Bcechey 
n and Hoppner, who, together with Captirin Sabine, 
Ij were directed to make the necessary observations, 
id to collect whatever specimens of natural history 
e place might afford. They landed on a beach of 
f, sand and stones, having passed, at the distance of 
e mile from it, several large masses of ice aground 
aiz to eight fathome' water, which shoaled from 
I. thence gradually in to the shore. The officers 
1 describe this spof as more barren and dreary than 
I which they had yet landed in the arctic 
I Kgions ; there being scarcely any appearance of 
I vegetation, except here and there a small tuft of 
I slunted grass, and one or two species of saxifrage 
I ud poppy, although the ground was so awampy in 
I'lnany places that they could scarcely walk about. At 
ance from the sea, Lieutenant Hnppner 
aovered a large loass of iron-stone, which was 
fl attract the magnet very powerfully. There 
traces of inhabitants to be seen on tliia part 
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of the coast. Part of the vertebrae of a whale was 
found at some distance from the beach ; but this 
had probably been carried there by bears, the tracks 
of whom were visible on the moist soil. The only 
birds seen were a few ptarmigans and snow buntings. 

As soon as the boats returned on board, we bore 
up to the southward, running close along the edge 
of the ice, which led us nearer and nearer to the 
eastern shore, so that by midnight the channel in 
which we were sailing was narrowed to about five 
miles. The colour of the water had changed to a 
very light green at that distance from the shore ; 
but we could find no bottom with fifty fathoms of 
line, and had thirty-five fathoms while rounding a 
point of ice at three miles* distance from the beach. 
The weather was beautifully serene and clear, and 
the sun, for the second time to us this season, just 
dipped below the northern horizon, and then re- 
appeared in a few minutes. 

A dark sky to the south-west had given us hopes 
of finding a westerly passage to the south of the ice 
along which we were now sailing ; more especially 
as the inlet began to widen considerably as we 
advanced in that direction : but at three a.m., on the 
morning of the 8th, we perceived that the ice ran 
close with a point of land bearing S. b. £. from us 
and which appeared to form the southern extremity 
of the eastern shore. To this extreme point I gave 
the name of Cape Katbe, in complimentto Captain 
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Henry Kater, one of the Commissioners of the 
Board of Longitude, to whom science is greatly 
indebted for his impjovements of the pendulum, 
and the mariner's compass. 

With the increasing width of the inlet, we had 
flattered ourselves with increasing hopes ; but we 
soon experienced the mortification of disappoint-* 
ment. The prospect from the crow's-nest began to 
assume a very unpromising appearance, the whole 
of the western horizon, from north round to S.b.E., 
being completely covered with ice, consisting of 
heavy and extensive floes, beyond which no indica- 
tion of water was visible ; instead of which there 
was a bright and dazzling ice-blink extending from 
shore to shore. The western coast of the inlet» 
however, tended much more to the westward than 
before, and no land was visible to the south-west, 
though the horizon was so clear in that quarter, that, 
if any had existed of moderate height, it might have 
been easily seen at this time, at the distance of ten 
or twelve leagues. From these circumstances, the 
impression received at the time was, that the land, 
both on the eastern and western side of this inlet, 
would Jbe one day found to consist of islands. As 
a fresh northerly breeze was drifting the ice rapidly 
towards Cape Kater, and there appeared to be no 
passage open between it and that cape, I did not 
consider it prudent, under present circumstances, to 
run the ships down to the point, or to attempt to 
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force a passage tliroiigh the ice, and therefore hauled 
to tlie wind, with the intention of CKBmining^ a bay 
which was abreait of lis, and to which I gave the 
name of Fitzgebald Bay. 

A boat from each ship was prepared to conduct 
this esamination, and we stood in to drop ihem 
in-shore, but found, as we approached, that the baj 
was BO tilled with ice, as to render it imprac^cable 
for any boat to land. 1 therefore determined, as the 
season was f^st advancing to a cluae, to lose no time 
in returning to the northward, in the hope of finding 
the channel between Prince Leopold's Isles and 
Maxwell Baj more clear of ice than when we left it, 
in wbicli case there could be little doubt of our 
effecting- a passage to the westward; whereas, in 
our prcBent situation, there appeared no prosi)ect 
of our doing so without risking more time than I 
deemed it prudent to spare. 

As we returned to the northward with a light 
but favourable breeze, we found that the ice had 
approached the eastern shore of the inlet, leaving 
a nauch narrower channel than that by which 
we had entered i and in sotne places it stretched 
completely across to the land on this side, while 
the opposite coast was still as inaccessible as 
before. 

A breeze sprung up from the northward on the 
morning of the 12tb, but the weather was so foggy, 
for Bome hours, that we did not know i 
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direction it n'as blowing:. As scion oa the fog 
cleared away, so as to enable us to see a mile or 
two around iia, we found that the floe to nbich ire 
bad anchored was drilling fast down upon another 
body of ice to leeward, threatening to enclose the 
ships between them. We, therefore, cast oS*, and 
made aail, in order to beat to the northward, which 
we found great difEculty in doing, owing to the - 
quantity of loose ice with which this part of the 
inlet was now covered. A remarkably thick fog 
obactircd the eastern land from our view this even- 
ing at the distance of Rve 'or six miles, while the 
western coast was distinctly visible at four times 
that distance. We remarked, in standing off-and- 
on, near the main body of the ice. that the clear 
atmosphere commenced at a short difltanco.from its 
margin j so that wa were enabled to obtain a few 
lunar observations near the edge of the ice, while, 
at the distance of a mile to the eastward of it, the 
sun was altogether obscured by fog. 

This being the anniversary of the birth-day of 
HU Royal Highness the Prince Regent, it natuiully 
suggested to us the propriety of honouring the large 
inlet, wluch we had t>een exploring, and in which 
we still were sailing, with the name of Pbincg 
Bsgent's Inlet; and, speculating on its extent, 
I think it probable that a communni cation will one 
day be found between it and Hudson's Bay, either 
through Sir Thomas Rowt's Welcome, or perhaps 
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through Repulse Bay, neither of which have 
been satisfactorily examined. 

The weather was beautifully calm and cleai 
the 1 3th, when, being near an opening to 
eastern shore, I took the opportunity of examii 
it in a boat. It proved to be a bay, a mile wid 

Iits entrance, and three miles deep, in an £.1 
direction, having a small but snug cove on the n< 
side, formed by an island, between which and 
main land is a bar of rocks, which completely 8 
ters the cove from sea or drift ice. We found 
water so deep, that in rowing close along the si 
we could seldom get bottom with seven fathom 
line. The cliffs on the south side of this ba^ 
which I gave the name of Port Bo wen, reseir 
in many places, ruined towers and battlements ; 
fragments of the rocks were constantly falling f 
above. At the head of the bay is an exten 
piece of low flat ground, intersected by numei 
rivulets, which, uniting at a short distance from 
beach, formed a deep and rapid stream, near 
I ^ mouth of which we landed. This spot was, I th 

' ■ the most barren I ever saw, the ground being ah 

entirely covered with small pieces of slaty limest 
among which no vegetation appeared for more i 
a mile, to which distance Mr. Rdss and m^ 
walked inland, following the banks of the sin 
. Among the fragments, we picked up one piec 

^ ■ limestone, on which was the impression of a fo 



OF A NORTH-WKST PASSAGE. 53 

shell. We saw here a great number of young black 
guillemots, and a flock of ducks, which we supposed 
to be of the eider speeies. 

Soon after I returned on board a light breeze 
from the southward enabled us to steer towards 
Prince Leopold's Islands, which, however, we found 
to be more encumbered with ice than before, as we 
could not approach them so near as at first by three 
or four miles. The narwhals were here very nume- 
rous ; these animals appear fond of remaining with 
their backs exposed above the surface of the water, 
in the same manner as the whale, but for a much 
longer time, and we frequently also observed their 
horns erect, and quite stationary for several minutes 
together. Three or four miles to the northward of 
Port Bowen, we discovered another opening, having 
every appearance of a harbour, with an island near 
the entrance; I named it after Captain Samuel 
Jackson, of the Royal Navy. 

The whole of the 14th was occupied in an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to find an opening in the ice to 
the westward, which remained perfectly close and 
compact, with a bright ice-blink over it. 

The ice continued in the same unfavourable state 
on the 15th ; and being desirous of turning to some 
account this vexatious but unavoidable detention, I 
left the ship in the afternoon, accompanied by 
Captain Sabine 'and Mr. Hooper, in order to make 
some observations on shore, and directed Lieutenant 

f3 
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Liddon to send a boat from the Griper for the same 
purpose. We landed in one of the numerous valleys, 
or ravines, which occur on this part of the coast, 
and which, at a few cniles* distance, very much 
resemble bays, being bounded by high hills, which 
have the appearance of bluff headlands. We found 
the water very deep close to the beach, which is 
composed of rounded limestones, and on which 
there was no surf; we then ascended, with some 
difficulty, the hill on the south side of the ravine, 
which is very steep, and covered with innumerable 
detached blocks of limestone, some of which are 
constantly rolling down from above, and which 
afford a very insecure footing. From the top of 
this hill ; which is about six or seven hundred feet 
above the level of the sea, and which commands 
an extensive view to the westward, the prospect was 
by no means favourable to the immediate accom- 
plishment of our object. No water could be seen 
over the ice to the north-west, and a bright and 
dazzling blink covered the whole space comprised 
between the islands and the north shore. It was a 
satisfaction, however, to find that no land appeared 
which was likely to impede our progress ; and we 
had been too much accustomed to the obstruction 
occasioned by ice, and too well aware of the sudden- 
ness with which that obstruction is often removed, 
to be at all discouraged by present appearances. 
On the top of this hill we deposited a bottlc» 
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containing a short notice of our visit, and raised over 
it a small mound of stones ; of these we found no 
want, for the surface was covered with small pieces 
of schistose limestone, and nothing like soil or vege- 
tation could be seen. We found a great quantity 
of madreporite among the lime, and at the foot of 
the hill I met with one large piece, o( the basalti- 
form kind. Several pieces of flint were also picked 
up on the beach. The insignificance of the stream 
which here emptied itself into the sea, formed, as 
usual, a striking contrast with the size of the bed 
through which it flowed, the latter being several 
huudred feet deep and two or three hundred yards 
wide. 

On the 1 7th, we had a fresh breeze from the 
S.S.W., with so thick a fog, that, in spite of the 
most unremitting attention to the sails and the 
steerage, the ships were constantly receiving heavy 
shocks from the loose masses of ice with which the 
sea was covered, and which, in the present state of 
the weather, could not be distinguished at a sufii- 
cient distance to avoid them. On the weather 
clearing up in the afternoon; we saw, for the first 
time, a remarkable bluff headland, which forms the 
north-eastern point of the entrance into Prince 
Regent's Inlet, and to which I gave the name of 
Cape York, after His Royal Highness the Ddke 
OF York. A little to the eastward of Cape Fellfoot, 
we observed six stripes of snow, near the top of the 
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cliff, being very conspicuous nt a great distance, wh 
viewed from the southward. These stripes, whi 
ere formed by the drift of enow between thcbultre 
like projections before described, and which remain 
equally conspicuous on our return tbe followi 
year, have probably at all times much the sai 
appearance, at least about this season of the ye: 
and may, on this account, perhaps, t>e deem 
worthy of notice, as a landmark. 

Oo the tSth, Mr. Crawford, the Greenland me 
of tbe Hecia, being in quest of a narwhal in one 
the boats, could not resist the temptation of striki 
a fine black whale, which rose close to him, a 
which soon ran out two lines of one hundred a 
forty fathoms each, when, after towing the b( 
some distance, the harpoon fortunately drew, a 
thus saved our lines. 

There being still no prospect of getting a ung 
mile to the westward, in the neighbourhood 
Prince Leopold's Islands, and a breeze havii 
freshened up from the eastwani in the aliemoon, 
determined to stand over once towards the northe 
shore, in order to try wliat could there be do: 
towards effecdng our passage ; and at nine f.i 
after beaUng for several hours among floes ai 
streams of lee, we got into clear water near th 
coast, where we found some swell from the eastwai 
There was just tight enough at midnight to cnal 
us to read and write in the cabin. 
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The wind and sea increased on the 19th, with a 
heavy fall of snow, which, together with the useless- 
ness of the compasses, and the narrow space in 
which we were working between the ice and the 
land, combined to make our situation for several 
hours a very unpleasant one. At two p.m., the 
weather being still so thick that we could at times 
scarcely see the ship's length ahead, we suddenly 
found ourselves close under the land, and had not 
much room to spare in wearing round. We stood 
off-and-on during the rest of the day, measuring our 
distance by Massey's patent log, an invaluable 
machine on this and many other occasions ; and in 
the course of the afternoon, found ourselves opposite 
to an inlet, which I named after my relation. Sir 
Benjamin Hobhouse. 

On the 21st we had nothing to impede our 
progress but the want of wind, the great opening, 
through which we had hitherto proceeded from 
Baffin's Bay, being now so perfectly clear of ice, 
that it was impossible to believe it to be the same 
part of the sea, which, but a day or two before, had 
been completely covered with floes to the utmost 
extent of our view. In the forenoon, being off a 
headland, which was named after Captain Thomas 
HuRD, Hydrographer to the Admiralty, we picked 
up a small piece of wood, which appeared to have 
been the end of a boat's yard, and which caused 
sundry amusing speculations among our gentlemen ; 
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some of whom had just come to the very natural 
conclusion that a ship had been here befdre us, and 
that, therefore, w6 were not entitled to the honour 
of the first discovery of that part of the sea on which 
we were now sailing ; when a stop was suddenly 
put to this and other ingenious inductions by the 
information of one of the seamen, that he had 
dropped it out of his boat a fortnight before. I could 
not get him to recollect exactly, the day on w^hich it 
had been so dropped, but what he stated was suffi- 
cient to convince me, that we were not at that time 
more than ten or twelve leagues from our present 
situation ; perhaps not half so much ; and that, 
therefore, here was no current setting constantly in 
any one direction. 

At nine p.m. the wind being light from the 
northward, vdth hazy weather, and some clouds, 
the electrometer chain was hoisted up to the mast- 
head ; but no sensible effect was produced, either 
upon the pith-balls, or the gold-leaf. 

On the following day, in the afternoon, the 
weather became very clear and fine, the wind being 
light from the westward. As this latter circum- 
stance rendered our progress very slow, the oppor- 
tunity was taken to despatch the boats on shore, 
for the purpose of making observations ; and at the 
same time, a boat from each ship, under the respec- 
tive command of Lieutenants Beechey and Hopp- 
ner, was sent to examine a bay, at no great distance 



to thu noTthnaril and vestward of us. Tlivy ba<l 
scarcely landed ten minutes, when a Tresh breeze 
nnexpecledly Bprung' up from the eastward, and 
their signal of recal was immediately made. The 
clilK on this part of the cuost srere observed to con- 
sist almist entirely of secondary limestone, in vrhich 
fossils were abundantly found. There was little or 
no fcgetation in those parts which our gentlonicn 
bad an opportunity of examining during their short 
excursion; but, as a quantity of the dung of rein- 
deer was brought on board, the interior of the 
country cannot be altogether unproduclive. One 
or two specimens of the silvery g-ull, and of the 
Lttrui Glauciit, with the young of the latter alive, 
w^re obtained by Captain Sabitiu ; ainl five Ijlnck 
whales were seen near the beach. 

As Boon as the boats returned, all sail was made 
to the westward, where the prospect beg:an to wear 
a more and more interesting appearance. We soon 
perceived, as wo proceeded, that llio land, along 
which we were sailing, and which, with the excep- 
tion of some small inlets, had ajipeared to be hitherto 
continuous from Baffin's Bay, begon now to trend 
mnch to tlie northward, beyond Beechey Island, 
leaving a large open space between [hat coast and 
the distant land to the wcatwao^l, which now appeared 
like an island, of which the extremes to the north 
ud south were distinctly visible. The latter was 
Mikable headland, having at its extremity two 



Email tuhlohllls, eomewhat resembling boats lurneii 
bottom upwards, and was named Cafe Hothah. 
At sunset ne had a clear and eitCDsive view to the 
northward, hetween Cape Hotham and the eaulern 
land. Ou ihe lalter several lieadloiids were diico- 
vered aud named; between ihe northemtnoBt of 
thase, called Cafe Bowden, and the island io the 
westward, there was a channel of mote than eigbt 
.leagues in width, in whlth neither land nor ice could 
be seen from the mast-head. To tlib noble channel 
1 gave the name of Wellington, after his Grace 
ihe Master- General of the Ordnance. The aitiTal 
ofF this grand opening was an event for which we 
had long- been looking with much aiixiely and impa^ 
tience ; for, the continuity of land to Ihe northward 
had always been a souico of uneasiness to us, prino- 
pally from the possibility that it might, take a tarn 
to the southward and unite with the coast of Ame- 
rica. The appearance of this broad opening free 
from ice, and of the land on each side of it, more 
especially that on the west, leaving scarcely a doubt 
on our minds of the latter being an island, relieved 
us Irotn all anxiety on that score ; and every one 
felt that we were now ttnally disenUngled from the 
land which forms the western side of Baffin's Bay: 
and, that, in fact, we bad actually entered the 
Polar Sea. Fully impressed with this idea, I ven- 
tured to distinguish the magniRcent opening through 
which our passage had been etf^ed from B»ffitf« | 



OF A NORTH-WEST PASSAGE. 61 

Bay to Wellington Channel, by the name of Bar- 
row's Strait, after my friend Mr. Barrow, Secre- 
tary of the- Admiralty ; both as a private testimony 
of my esteem for that gentleman, and as a public 
acknowledgment due to him for his zeal and exer- 
tions in the promotion of Northern Discovery. 

Though- two-thirds of the month of August had 
now elapsed, I had every reason to be satisfied with 
the progress which we had hitherto made. I calcu- 
lated upon the sea being stilf navigable for six weeks 
to come, and probably more, if the state of the ice 
would permit us to edge away to the southward in 
our progress westerly : our prospects, indeed, were 
truly exhilarating ; the ships had suffered no injury ; 
we had plenty of provisions ; crews in high health 
and spirits ; a sea, if not open, at least navigable ; 
and a zealous and unanimous determination in both 
officers and men to accomplish, by all possible 
means, the grand object on which we had the 
happiness.to be employed. ^ 



62 VOYAGE JFOR THE DI8C0VEEY 



CHAPTER III. 

Favourable Appearances of an open Westerly Passage-.- 
Land to tlie Northward, a Series of Islands — General 
Appearance of them — Meet with some Obstruction from 
low Islands surrounded with Ice — Remains of Esquimaux 

Huts, and natural Productions of Byam Martin Island 

Tedious Navigation from Fogs and Ice — DiflSculty of 
steering a proper Course — Arrival and landing on Mel- 
ville Island — Proceed to the Westward and reach the 
Meridian of 110° W. long., the first Stage in the Scale of 
Rewards granted by Act of Parliament. 

A CALM which prevailed during the night kept us 
nearly stationary till three a.m. on the 23rd, when a 
fresh breeze sprung up from the northward, and all 
sail was made for Cape Hotham, to the southward of 
which it was now my intention to seek a direct 
passage towards Behring's Strait, Wellington 
Channel, to the northward of us, was as open and 
navigable to the utmost extent of oiir view as any 
part <5f the Atlantic, but as it lay at right angles to 
our course, and there was still an opening at least 
ten leagues wide to the southward of Comwallis 
Island, I could fortunately have no hesitation in 
deciding which of the two it was our business to 
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pursue. If, however, the sea to the westward, which 
wae our direct course, had been obstructed by ice, 
and the wind had been favourable, Buch was the 
tempting appearance of Wellington Channel, in 
which there was no visible impedinieni, that I should 
probably have been induced to run through it, as a 
degree more or leas to the northward made tittle or 
tlifference in the distance we had to run to Icy Cape. 
The open channel to the westward did not, however, 
reduce me to this dilemma. It is impoBsible to 
conceive any thing more animating than the quick 
and unobstmcted run nith w liich we were farourcd, 
from Beechcy Island BCross to Cape Hotham. Most 
men have, probably, at one time or another, expe- 
rienced that elevation of spirits which is usually 
produced by rapid motion of any kind ; and it will 
readily be conceived how much this feeling was 
heightened in us, in the few instances in which It 
occurred, by the slow and tedious manner in which 
the greater part of our navigation bad been performed 
a these seas. Our disappointment may therefore be 
imagined, when, in the miiist of these favourable 
appearances, and of the hope witli which they had 
induced us to flatter ourselves, it was suddenly and 
ineipectedly reported from the crow's-nest, that a 
body of ice lay directly across the passage between 
Cornwallis Island and the land to the southward. 
; approaclieil this obstruction, which com- 
menced about Cape Hotlnm, we found that there 
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was, for the present, no opening in it through which 
a passage could be attempted. After lying-to for an 
hour, however, Lieutenant Beechey discovered from 
the crow's-nest, that one narrow neck appeared to 
consist of loose pieces of heavy ice detached from 
the main floes which composed the barrier, and that, 
beyond this, there was a considerable extent of open 
water. The Hecla was immediately pushed into 
this part of the ice, and after a quarter of an hour's 
" boring," during which ' the breeze had, as usual, 
nearly deserted us, succeeded in forcing her way 
through the neck. The Griper followed in the 
opening which the Hecla had made, and we conti- 
nued our course to the westward, having once more 
a navigable sea before us. 

At noon we reached the longitude of 94° 43' 15^ 
the latitude, by observation, being 74° 20' 52", when 
we found that the land which then formed the western 
extreme on this side was a second island, which, 
after Rear- Admiral Griffith, I called *" Griffith 
Island. We beat to the northward during the 
whole of the afternoon, with a fresh breeze from 
that quarter, in the hope of finding a narrow channel 
under the lee of Griffith Island. In this expectation 
we were, however, disappointed, for at eight p.m. 
we were near enough to perceive not only that the 
ice was quite close to the shore, but that it appeared 
not to have been detached from it at all during this 
season. We therefore bore up, and ran again to 



thcBoulhward, wborcthe aeii by this time had become 
rather more dear aiting the lee margin of a large 
field of ice extending far to the westward. The ice 
' ID tliis neightiOLirhood was covered with innumerable 
" hummocks," such as I have before endeavoured to 
deseribe as occurring in the southern part tif Prince 
R^ent's Inlet, and the floes were from seyen to ten 
feet in thickness. It may be here remarked, as a 
fftctnot altogether unworthy of notice, that, from 
the titnc of our entering Sir James Lancaster's 
Sound, till we had passed the meridian of (Hi", aenr 
which the northern shore of Barrow's Strait eeasea 
to be continuous, the wind, as is commonly the case 
ia inlets of this kind, had invariably blown in n 
direction nearly due east or due west, being that of 
the shores of the strait. When, therefore, we 
experienced to-day, for the first time, a fresh breeze 
blowing steadily from the northward, or dirccily off 
the land, we were willing, though perhaps withoat 
much reason, to construe this eircumstance into an 
additional indication of the shores near which we 
were now soling being altogether composed of 
islands, down the channels between which the wind 
blew, and that therefore no obslruction from con- 
tinued land was any longer to be apprehended. 

After variuus luisucceesfijl attempts to get through 
the ice which now lay in our way, we were at length 
Ro fortunate as to accomplish this object by "boring" 
through several heavy '■ streams," which oecaMoned 
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the ahiiis to receive many severe shocks ; and, 
half an hour before midnight, we were enabled 
pursue our course, through "suling ice," to I 
westward. 

In this tnauner we had sailed between fifteen 
twenty miles in a tolerably clear sea, when, on i 
fog clearing away, at seven a.m., we found by i 
bearings of the bud that the wind had not deceit 
us, and that we had made nearly all westing dur 
the night's run. We also saw land to the northwi 
of us, at (he distance of lune or ten miles, appear: 
like an island, which it afterwards proved to be, e 
which 1 named after Viscount Lowther, one of i 
Lords of his Majesty's Treasury. Shortly aS 
we also saw [and to the south, so that we could i 
but consider ourselves fortunate in liaving steei 
so directly in the proper course for sailing in t 
channel during the continuance of the fog 
weather. 

We had seen no whales nor narwhals sii 
leaving Cape Riley on the morning of the 23i 
and it was now remarked, not without ?ome degi 
of unpleasant feeling, that not a single bird, nor a 
other living creature, had for the whole of this c 
made its appearance. It was, however, encourage 
to find, while advancing to the westward, as fast 
an unfavourable wind would permit, that, althov 
the sea beyond us was for the most part covei 
with a compact and undivided body of ice, yet tl 
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a channel of sufficient breadth was still left open 
for us between it and the shore, under the lee of 
Bathurst Island. The ice here consisted almost 
entirely of fields, the limits of which were not -visible 
from the mast-head, and which were covered with 
the same kind of hummocks as before described. 
The westernmost land now in sight was a cape, 
which I named after Vice- Admiral Sir George 
CocKBURN, one of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty. This cape appeared, during the -day, 
to be situated on a small island detached from 
Bathurst Island ; but, on approaching it towards 
evening, \^e found them to be connected by a low 
sandy beach or isthmus, over which some high and 
distant hills were seen to the north-westward. 

We gained so little ground during the night, and 
in the early part of the following morning, notwith- 
standing the smoothness of the water, and a fine 
working breeze, that I am confident there must 
have been a tide setting against us off Cape Cock- 
' bum ; but, as it was of material importance to get 
round this headland, before a change of wind should 
6et the ice in upon the shore, I did not deem it 
proper to heave-to, for the purpose of trying the 
direction in which it was running. After three a.m., 
the ships began to make much better way, so that 
I considered it likely that the tide had slackened 
between three and four o'clock ; and if so, the time 
of slack water at this place would be, on full and 
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change days, a few minutes after eleven : and as 
this time, with the proper correction applied, seems 
to correspond pretty accurately with that of high 
water at the other places, to the eastward and 
westward, where we had an opportunity of observing 
it, we could scarcely doubt that it was the flood- 
tide which had now been setting against us from 
the westward. From these circumstances, I have 
ventured to mark the time of high water, and the 
direction of the flood-tide, upon the chart, both 
being confessedly subject to correction by future 
navigators. Several seals were here seen upon the 
ice, and a single bird with a long bill, resembling a 
curlew. 

The weather was at this time remarkably serene 
and clear ; and although we saw a line of ice to the 
southward of us, lying in a direction nearly east 
and west, or parallel to the course on which we 
were steering, and some more land appeared to the 
westward, yet the space of open water was still so 
broad, and the prospect from the mast-head, upon 
the whole, so flattering, that I thought the chances 
of our separation had now become greater than 
before ; and I therefore considered it right to 
furnish Lieutenant Liddon with fresh instructions, 
and to appoint some new place of rendezvous, in 
case of unavoidable separation from the Hecla. A 
boat was, therefore, dropped on board the Griper 
for that purpose, without her heaving-to ; and the 
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same opportunity was taken to obtain a comparison 
between our chronometers. About seven p.m., we 
were sufficiently near to the western land to ascer- 
tain that it was part of another island, which I 
named after Vice- Admiral Sir Thomas By am 
Martin, Comptroller of His Majesty's Navy ; and 
by eight o'clock we perceived that the body of ice 
to the southward, along which we had been sailing, 
took a turn to the north, and stretched quite in to 
the shore, near a low point, off which a great quan- 
tity of heavy ice was aground. At ten o'clock, after 
having had a clear view of the ice and of the land 
about sunset, and finding that there was at present 
no passage to the westward, we' hauled off to the 
south-east, in the hope of finding some opening in 
the ice to the southward, by which we might get 
round in the desired direction. We were encouraged 
in this hope by a dark " water-sky " to the south- 
ward ; but after running along the ice till half-past 
eleven, without perceiving any opening, we again 
bore up to return towards the island. , There was 
in this neighbourhood a great deal of that particular 
kind of ice, called by the sailors " dirty ice," on the 
surface of which were strewed sand, stones, and, in 
some instances, moss : ice of this kind must, of 
course, at one time or other, have been in close 
contact with the land. On one of these pieces, 
towards which the Hecla was standing, a little sea 
was observed breaking; and, on a nearer approach. 
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it SO exactly resembled a rock above water, that I 
thought it prudent to heave all the ssdls aback, till 
a boat had been sent to examine it. We saw several 
fulmar petrels, and one or two seals, in the course 
of this day's run. 

At ten A.M., the wind being very light from the 
S. S. £., I despatched Captain -Sabine and Mr. Ross, 
accompanied by Messrs. Edwards and Msher, to 
the eastern point of the island, which we were about 
to round in the ships, in order to make the neces- 
sary observations, and to examine the natural 
productions of the shore. Our latitude at noon 
was 75° 03' 12", long. 103° 44' 37", and the depth 
of water forty fathoms. A thick fog came on in 
the afternoon soon afier the boat had landed, which 
made me apprehensive that she would not easily 
find her way back to the ship. We continued to 
stand offand-on by the lead, which seems a very 
safe guide on this coast, firing guns frequently, till 
five P.M., when we were not sorry to hear our signals 
answered by muskets from the boat. The gentle- 
men reported, on their return, that they had landed 
on a sandy beach, near the east point of the island, 
which they found to be more productive, and alto* 
gethor more interesting, than any other part of the 
shores of the Polar regions which we had yet visited. 
The remains of Esquimaux habitations were found 
in four different places. Six of these, which Captain 
Sabine had an opportunity of examining, and which 
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e situated on a levtil sandy bank, at the side or a 
Bmal) ravine near the sea, are described by him as 
consisting of stents rudely placed in a circular, 
or rather an elliptical, form, Thty were from 
seven to ten feet in diameter ; the broad, flat sides 
of the stones staodiog verticiilly, and the whole 
structure, if such it ma; be called, bein^ exactly ai mi- 
lar to that of the summer huts of the Esquimaux 
which VB had seen at Hare Island the preceding 
year. Attached to each of them was a smtdlcr 
circle, generally four or five feet in diameter, which 
had probably been the flre-place. The small circles 
were placed indilfeiently as to their direction from 
the huts to which they belonged i and from the moss 
Bsd sarid which covered some of the lower stones, 
particularly those which composed the flooring of 
the huts, the whole encampment appeared to have 
been deserted for several years. Very recent traces 
of the rein-deer and musk-ox were seen in many 
places ; and a head of the latter, with several rein- 
deer's horns, were brought on board. A few 
patches of snow remained in sheltered situations ; 
the ravines, however, which were numcrotis, bore 
the signs of recent and considerable floods, and 
their bottoms were swampy, and covered with very 
luxuriant moss, and other vegetation, the tharacier 
of which differed very little from that of the land 
at the bottom of Possession Bay. 



72 VOYAGE rOR THE DISCOVERY 

The latitude of the place of observation was 
75° 09' 23", and the longitude, by the chronometers, 
103° 44' 37''. The dip of the magnetic needle was 
88° 25' 58", and the variation was now found to 
have changed from 128° 58' west, in the longitude 
of 91° 48', where our last observations on shore had 
been made, to 165° 50' 09" east, at our present 
station ; so that we had, in sailing over the space 
included between those two meridians, crossed im- 
mediately to the northward of the magnetic pole, 
and had undoubtedly passed over one of those spots 
upon the globe where the needle would have been 
found to vary 180°, or, in other words, where its 
north pole would have pointed due south. Thb spot 
would, in all probability, at this time be somewhere 
not far from the meridian of 100° west of Green- 
wich. It would undoubtedly have been extremely 
interesting to obtain such an observation, and in 
any other than the very precarious navigation in 
which we were now engaged, I should have felt it 
my duty to devote a certain time to Jthis particular 
purpose ; but, under present circumstances, it was 
impossible for me to regret the cause which had 
alone prevented it, especially as the importance to 
science of this observation was not sufficient to com- 
pensate the delay which the search after such a 
spot would necessarily have occasioned, and which 
could hardlv be justified at a moment when we were 



lakiiigi and tiir two or Ibree days condniied to 
ma.ke, a ra[ii<l and unobstructed progreBS towards 
the accompUehnient of our principal object 

The wind became very bght from the eastward, 
aiid the weather continued so fogg-y that nathbg' 
could be done during' the night but to stand oS- 
(uid-on, by the soundings, between the ice and the 
land ; as we bad no other means of knowing the 
direction ia which we were sailing, than liy the 
decrease in the depth of water on oue tack, and 
by making the ice on the other. The fog firoze 
hard upon the rigging, which always makes the 
working of tlic ship a very laborious task, the size 
of the running rigging being sometimes thus in- 
creased to three times its proper diameter. At 
four A.u. on the 29th, the current was tried by 
mooring a boat to the bottom, but none could be 
detected. At five o'clock, we made sail for the 
point, with a, light easterly breeze ! but at seven, 
when we had proceeded only two or three miles, 
the fog came on again as tliick as before : fortu- 
nately, however, we had previously been enabled 
to take notice of several pieces of ice, by steering 
for each of which in succession we came to the 
edfe of a floe, along which our course was to be 
pursued to the westward. As long as we had this 
guidance we advanced with great coulidence i but 
as toon as we came to the end of the Soc, which 
then turned off to the southward, the circumstances 
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i the early days of 
To the northward was the land j the 
ice, as we supposed, to the southward; the com- 
passea useless ; and the sun completely obscured 
by a fog, so thick that the Griper could only now 
and then be seen at a cable's length astern. We 
had literally, therefore, no mode of regulating oui 
course but by once more trusting to (he steadiuess 
of the wind ; and it was not a little amusing, as 
well as novel, lo see the quarter-master conning 
the ship by looking- at the dog vane. Under all 
these circumstances, it was necessary to run under 
easy sail, the breeze having gradually freshened up 
from the eastward. Our soundings were at this 
lime extremely regular, being from forty-one to 
tbrty-live fathoms, on a bottom of sofl mtld. At 
ten o'clock the weather became clear enough to 
allow us lo see our way through a narrow part in a 
putch of ice which lay ahead, and beyond which 
tliere was some appearance of a " water-sky." 
There is, however, nothing more deceitful than this 
appearance during a fog, which, by the same 
optical illusion whereby all other objects become 
magnifled, causes every small " hole' of clear wnter 
to appear like a considerable extent of open and 
navigublo sea. 

The fog continued till five 4.11. ini Ibe 30lh, 
when it cleared sulficiently to give us a sight of the ' 



land. In tlie croning a quantity of loose ice 
drifted down near llic BJiipsi and, to avoid bcin^ 
besel, we made snil ton-ards the island, our sound- 
ings being from ihirly-tive to seventeen fatlioiiis : 
we were aoon under llio necoasity cjf again anclior- 
itig to a Boe, lill the weather should clear, being in 
twenty-one TathomB, at tbe distance of three miles 
rrom the land. 

The weather cleared a little at intervals, but not 
enough to enable us to proceed till nine a.m. on 
the 31st, when we cast off from the ice, with a very 
light air from the northward. We occasionally 
caught a glimpse of the land through the heavy 
rog-bankn, with which the hoiizon was covered, 
which was sufficient to give tis an idea of the true 
direction in which we ought to Eteer. Soon after 
noon we were once more enveloped in a fog, which, 
however, was not so thick ae to prevent our having 
recourse to a new expedient for steering the ships, 
nliich circumstances at the time naturally suggested 
to our minds. Before the fog re-commenced, and 
whil^ we were sailing on the course which by the 
bearings of (he land we knew to be the right one, 
the Griper was exactly astern of the Hecia, at the 
dbtancc of about a quarter of a mile. The weather 
being fortunately not so thick as to prevent our 
still seeing her at that distance, the quarter-master 

I directed to stand aft, near the taffrail, and to 
keep her constantly astern of us, by which means 



we contrived to steer a lolerable straight coarse to 
the westward. The Griper, on the other hand, 
naturally kept the Heela right a-head j and thia, 
however ridiculous it may appear, it is, nevertheless, 
true, that we steered one ship entirely by the other 
for a distance of ten miles out of sixteen and a half, 
which we sailed between one and eleven p.m. It 
then became rather dark, anJ the water having 
shoaled from filly to twenty-three fathoms some- , 
what more suddenly than usual, I did not consider J 
it prudent to run any further till it should become I 
light and clear cnoug;h to see around us, us it was ' 
probable that we were approaching land of which 
we had no knowledge. We therefore hauled our 
wind to the S.S.E., on the larboard tack, and at 
midnight had deepened the water to ftfty-tvo . 
fathoms, being among rather close " sailing ice." ■ 
The wind died away on the morning' of the let of I 
Se])tember, and the fog was succeeded by snow and 1 
sleet, which still rendered the atmosphere ettretnely * 
thick. At a quarter before four a.m., I was in- 
formed by the officer of the watch that a breeze 
had sprung up, and that there was very little ice 
' near the shijis. Aniiious to lake advaiitaga of 

these favourable circum stances, I directed alt sail 
to be made to the westward ; tiiere was no Uiig. i 
culty in complying with the first part of this order, m 
I but to ascertain which may the wind was blowing'. I 

I and to which quarter of the horizon the ship's head ■ 



was to be directed, was a nutter of no such easy 
accomplishment ; nor could «e devise any mears of 
determining this question till live o'clock, when we 
obtidned a sight of the sun through the fog, and 
were thiia enabled to shape our course, the wind 
being moderate Irom the northuard. 

In Btunding to the southward, \vc had gradually 
deepened the water tg one hundred and five 
fothoms, and our BOundings now as gradually de- 
creased as we stood to the westnard, giving ub 
reason to believe, as on the preceding night, and 
from the eaperience we had acquired of the navi- 
gation amoDg these islands, that we were approach- 
ing land in that direction. In thie supposition we 
were not deceived i for, at half-past eight, the fog 
having suddenly cleared up, we found ouraelves 
within four or five miles of a low point of land 
which was named afVcr Mr. Guiffithe, and which, 
being at the diatance of sis or seven leagues from 
Byam Martin Island, we considered to he part of 
another of the same group. 

At one A.M. on_lhe 2nd, a star was seen, being'the 
first that had been visible to us for more than two 
months. The fog came on again this morning, 
which, together with the lightness of the nind 
preventing the ships getting sufficient way to keep 
them under command, occasioned them some of 
(he heaviest blows which they had yet received 
during the voyage, although the ice was generally 



ao loose anil Liroken as to Imve allowed an easy 
passage witli a moderate and leading vlnd. As 
none of the pieces noar us were large enough for 
securing- the ships in the usual manner, we could 
only heave-to, to wiuJward of one of the heaviest 
masseE, and allow the ship lo drive with it till some 
favourable chan^ shoulil take place. After lying 
for an hour in this inactive and helpless situation, 
we again made sail, the weather being rather more 
clear, which discovered to us that the main body of 
the ice was about three miles distant from the 
land, the intermediate space being very thicklj 
covered with looae pieces, through which our 
passage was to be sought. As we stood in for the 
land in the forenoon, we decreased our soundings 
uniformly From twenty-seven to eleven fathoms at 
one and a half or two miles from Ilie beach ; and a 
boat, which I sent to sound in-shore, found the 
water to shoal very regularly to six fathoms at 
about half a mile. At this distance from the beach 
there were many larg-e masses of ice aground ; and 
it was here that the method so often resorted to in 
the subsequent part of the voyage, of placing the 
ships between these niasscs and the land, in case uf 
the ice closing suddenly upon us, first suggested 
itself to our minds. 

As we wore making no way to the westward, I 
directed two boats to be prepared from each ship, 
fur the purpose of making the usual observations on 



shore, as well as to endeavour to kill deer ; and, at 
one P.M., I left the ship, accompunied by a large 
partj ofofHcers and men, and was soon after joined 
.by the Griper's boats. We landed on a very flat 
sandy beach, which did not allow the boats to come 
nearer than their own leng-th, and wc were imme- 
diately struck with the g'cneral resemblance in the 
character of this island to that of B^am Martin 
Island, which we had lately visited. Tha basis of 
this land is sandstone ; but we met with limestone 
also, occurring in loose pieces on the suriace, and 
several lumps of coal were brought in by the par- 
ties who had traversed the island in different direc- 

fuj, having seen only two deer, which were too 
wild to allow thom to get near them. Tlie dung 
of these animals, however, as well as that of the 
mnsk-ox, was very abundant, especially in those 
places where the moas was moat luxuriant ; every 
here and tliere we came to a spot of this kind, con- 
listing of one or two acres of ground, covered with 
a rich T^ctation, and which was evidently the 
feeding-place of those animals, there being quan- 
tities of their hair and wool lying, scattered about. 
Several heads of the musk-ox were picked up ; and 
one of the Heela's seamen brought to the boat a 
narwhal's horn, which he found on a hill more than 
a toile trom the sea, and which must have been 
cttrried thither by Esquimaux or by bears ; three or 



four brace of ptarmigan were killed, and theie were 
the only supply of this kind which we obtained- 
SeTJeant Martin of the artillery, and Capliun 
Sabine's servant, brought down to Ihe beach ^veral. 
pieces of a large fir-tree, which ihej found nearly 
burled In the sand, at the dlstiince of three or four 
hundred yards from the present high-water mark, 
and not less than thirty feet above the level of the 
sea. We found no Indication of this part of the 
■Bland havlcg: been inhabited, uuless tlie narwhal's 
horn, above alluded to, be considered as such. 

The wind continued light end variable till half- 
past eight A. M. on tlic 3rd, when a breeze from the 
northward once more enabled us to make some 
progress. I was the more ansious to do bo from 
having perceived that the main ice had, for the 
last twenty-four hours, been gradually, though 
slowly, closing on the shore, thereby contracting' 
the scarcely navigable channel In which we were 
sailing. The land which funned our western 
extreme was a tow point, five mllce to the westward 
of our place of observation the preceding day, and 
the ice bad already approached this point so much. 
that there was considerable doubt whether any 
passage could be found between Iheni. As we 
□eared the point, we shoaled the water rather 
quickly, tliough regularly, from thirty to seven 
fathonia ; but, by keeping a little farther out, which 
fortunately the ice just at that time allowed us to 
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do, we avoided getting into ahoaler water ; ami 
irameditttely after rounding the point, we increased 
our Boiutdings to sixteen and leventeen fathoma. 
We had scarcely cleared the point, however, when 
the wind failed us, and the boats were immediately 
sent a-hftid to tow, but a breeze springing up 
shortly after from the westward, obliged us to have 
recourse to another method of gaining ground, 
which we had not hitherto practised ; this was by 
using small anchors and whale'linea as warps, by 
which meuni we made groat progress, titl, at forty 
minutes after noon, we were favoured by a fresh 
breeze, which soon took us into an open space of 
clear water to the northward and westward. While 
we were liiua employed on board, Mr. Ross, after 
whom I named this point, had been despatched in 
ft boat to sound iii-shore near it, where there were 
B great many large masses of ice aground, in order 
that we might be prepared to place the ships in the 
most advantageous position, should the ice unez- 
pe<;tedly close upon the ahore. Mr. Ross reported 
tliat he bad found good depth of water in-shore, 
the ice being aground in live to seven fathoms, after 
which the water shoaled gradually towards (he 
land. A little to the westward of Point Ross 
there was a barrier of this kind of ice, composed of 
heavy masses firmly fixed to the ground at nearly 
, regular intervals for about a mile, in a direction 
parullei to the beach. At right angles to this, a 



second licr projetteil, ul' (lie same kind of ice, 
extending to ihe shore, bo liiat t!ie two tc^etlier 
fonned a most complete harbour, within which, I 
believe, a ship tniyhl have been placed in case oF 
necessity, without much danger from the pressure 
of the external floes of ice. It was natiJbl for us 
to keep in view the (lossibilitj of our being obliged 
to pass the ensuing winter in such a harbour ; and 
it must be coufeescd, that the apparent pracljca- 
bility of finding: such loleralile security for the ships 
BB tliis arttlicial harbour aObrded, should we fail in 
discovering a more safe and regular anchorage, 
added not a Uttle to the confidence with which our 
operations were canied on during the remainder oE 
the present season, 

At a quarter past ulno p.m., we had the satis- 
faction of crossing the meridian uF 1 10" west from 
Greenwich, in the latitude of 74" 14' 20" ; by which 
Hig Majesty's ships under my orders became 
entitled t« the sum of five thousand jiounds, being 
the reward offered by the King's Order in Council, 
grounded on a late Act of Parliament, to such of 
His Majesty's subjects as might succeed in pene- 
trating thus far to the westward within the Arctic 
Circle. In order to commemorate the sncccss 
which had hitherto attended our exertions, the bluff 
head-land, which wc had just past, was aubsequendy 
called by the men Bounty Cafg -, by which name 
1 have, therefore, distinguished it on the chart. 



As we stood to ihe wcstnard, we fouml the 
cztreme of the lun<t in that direction to be a low 
jioint, which was named after Sahhel Hei^bme, the 
well-known American traveller, and to the north- 
eaatn'ard of which is a bay of considerable extent, 
nhich was perfectly free from ice. We continued 
uui course towarde Cape H earn e till mid n^ht, when 
the weather being too dark to run any longer with 
saf^y, the ships were hovC'to with their heads to 
the eastward. 

At a quarter before three a.m., on the Sth, we 
tacked, and stood to the westward, with the hope of 
getting past Cape Hearne, the wind being moderate 
from (he northward, and weather thick with snow ; 
and shortly after we shoaled the water quickly from 
twcnty'live to thirteen, and then to nine, fathoms. 
Wc tacked in the latter dejHh, believing that we 
c approaching a shoal, especially as we were 
! heavy ice, which, having a tide-mark 
1 it, appeared to be aground. We afterwards 
found, however, that ne had at this time been 
aotuaUy within three or four hundred yards of Cape 
Heanic, nhich is so surrounded by heavy ico at a 
mifficient distance from the shore, that it would, per- 
haps, be difficult to run the ship aground upon it Hie 
,0 which we were here led, as to oar distance 
from the boach, arose from the extreme difficulty 
ilshin^. even in btoad day-light, between 
: lund, when the latter is low and 



sholving, and completely cotered with snow ; by 
the unirortn whiteness of wbicli, they are ao com- 
pletely blended, as to deceive the best eye. Indeed, 
I know no circumstance in the navigation of ihese 
seas which renders more necessary a vigilant look- 
out, and careful attention to the hand-leads, than 
the decepdon to which I here allude. 

Having stood again to the westward, to take a 
nearer view of the ice, we perceived tbat it lay quite 
close in with Cape Heame, notwithstanding the 
fresh northerly wind which, for the last thirty-six 
hours, bad been blowing from the shore, and which 
had drifted the ice some distance to the south- 
ward, in every part of the coast along which we had 
lately been sailing^. This drcumstance struck us very 
forcibly at the time, as an extraordinary one ; and it 
was a general remark among us, tbat the ice must 
either be aground in shoal-water, or that it butted 
against something to the southward, which prevented 
its moving in that direction. Appearances being 
thus discouraging, nothing remained to be done but 
to stand off-and-on near the point, and carefully to 
watch for any opening that might occur. 

Aiter divine service had been performed, I 
assembled the officers, seamen, and marines of the 
Hecta, and announced to them ofhcially, that their 
exertions had so far been crowned with success, k 
to entitle them to the first prize in the scale of 
rewards, granted by his Majcstv'fl Order in Council '_ 



above mentioned. I took this oppurtunity uf 
impressing' upOD the minds of" Uie men the necessity 
of the moBt strenuous exertions during the short 
remainder of the present season ; assuring them 
that, if we could penetrate a few degrees farther to 
the westward, before the ships were Itdd up for the 
winter, 1 bad little doubt of our accomplishing th^ 
olyect of our enterprise before the close of the next 
icason. I also addressed a letter to Lieutenant 
Liddon, to the same effect, and directed a small 
addition to be made to the usual allonanee of meat, 
and some beer to be served, as a Sunday's dinner, 
on this occasion. 

The wind increasing to a. fresh gale from the 
northward in the afternoon, and the ice still conti- 
nuing to impose an impenetrable barrier to our 
further progress, 1 determined to beat up to the 
northern shore of the bay, and, if a tolerable roadsted 
could be found, to drop our anchors till some 
change should take place. Thiffwas accordingly 
done at three p.m., in seven fathoms water. When 
we veered to half a cable, wo had ten fathoms' 
water under the Hecla's stem, our distance from the 
northern shore being about a mile and a half. This 
roadsied, which I called the B&r of the Hecla 
kKn GKirER, affords very secure shelter with the 
wind from E.N.E. round by north, to S.W., and we 
foand it more free from ice than any other part of 
ihe southern cout of the island. 



I had great rexson to be satisfied witb our having 
anchored the ship«, as tlie wind shorllj after blew 
a bard gsJe from the northward. Id the evening', I 
sent Captain Sabine and Mcsbts, Edwards and Niaa 
on shore to examine the country, and to collect 
gpecimena of its natural productions ; tliey returned 
at ten r.u., having landed on a low point a little to 
the westward of the ships, which they found to be 
a very barren and unproductive spot. Several flocks 
of ducks were seen, and Rome glaucous gulls onii 
tern ; thedtingand foot-tracka of the derr and musk- 
ox were also observed in many places ; and some 
addition was made by our gentlemen to our coltec- 
lion of marine insects. The rocks are composed 
entirely of sandstone, but a few smail pieces of 
granite, flint, and coal, were also among the specl< 
mens brought on board. This island, on which our 
boats bad now landed for the second time, 
which is much the largest of the group wo 
lately discovered, I honoured with the name of 
Melville Island, after Viscount Melville, the 
First Lord of the Admiralty. 

The Bay of the Hecla and Griper was the first 
spot where we had dropped anchor siuce leaving tbe 
coast of Norfolk ; a circumstance which \\: 
dered the more striking to us at the momen 
appeared to mark, in a very decided mann 
completion of one stage of our voyage. The enugiu 
and pendants wcro hoisted as soon 
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anchored, and it created in us no ordinary feelings 
of pleasure to see the British flag waving, for the 
first time, in these regions, which had hitherto been 
considered beyond the limits of the habitable part 
of the world. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Further Examination of Melville Island — Continuation of 
our Progress to the Westward — Long Detention by the 
Ice — Party sent on shore to hunt Deer and Musk-Oxen^ 
Return in three Days, after losing their way — Anxiety 
on their Account — Proceed to the Westward, till finally 
stopped by the Ice — In returning to the Eastward the 
Griper forced on the Beach by the Ice — Search for, and 
Discovery of, a winter Harbour on Melville Island^ 
Operations for securing the Ships in their winter Quarters. 

As the wind continued to blow strong from the 
northward on the morning of the 6th, without any 
appearance of opening a passage for us past Cape 
Heame, I took the opportunity of sending all our 
boats from both ships at eight a.m., to bring on board 
a quantity of moss-peat which our gentlemen 
reported having found near a small lake at no great 
distance from the sea, and which I directed to be 
substituted for part of our usual allowance of coals. 
Captain Sabine also went on shore to make the 
requisite observations ; and several of the officers of 
both ships to sport, and to collect specimens of 
natural history. The boats rowed round the point 
on which they had landed the preceding evening, 



and which Captain Sabine now selected w 
convenient place of observation ; and diBcover^d, 
Just beyond it to the nortliward, a. small barbour, 
having' a, bar at its entrance, upon which Mr. Fife, 
the Greenland master of the Griper, after whom tb» | 
harbour v/ob named, found ten feet water at neailyg 
low tide. 

The wind beginning to moderate soon afternoo^l 
and there being at length some appearance iJt'U 
motion in the ice near Cape Heame, the boats weT»l 
immediately recalled from the shore, and returned'fl 
. at two P.M., brining some peat, which n 
to bum tolerably, but a smaller quantity than I h 
hoped to procure, owin^ to a misunderstanditig li 
to the distance at which it was to be found from ti 
aea. At half-past two, as soon as the ship's 
pany had dined, we began to heave at the c 
but so excellent is the holding'^rrouad, that it n 
quired ail the purchase as well as strength we c 
apply, to start the anchor by half-past four. We 
' then made sail for Cape Heame, which we rounded 
' at six o'clock, having no soundings with from seven- 
' teen to twenty fathoms of line, at the distance of a J 
J mile and a quarter from the point. 

I was beginning once more to indulge in thme^ 
ipea of which often-repealed disappoint 
lot altogether deprive ua, when I per- 
il ceived, from thi 
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o Ihc shore near the point 



which formed the western extreme. We ran Boffl- 
ciently close, to be assured that no passage to the 
westward could at present be elf'eeted, tbe floes 
being literall; upon the beach, and not a drop of 
clear water being visible beyond tbem. I then 
ordered the ships to be made fast to a floe, being ia 
eighty fathoms' water, at the distance of fuur or five 
miles from the beach. The season had now so far 
advanced, aa to make it absolutely necessary to 
secure the ships every night from ten till two o'clock, 
the weather being too dark during that interval to 
allow of our keeping uDder-n'ay in such a naviga^ 
lion as this, deprived as we were of the use of com- 
passes. But, however anxious the hours of darkness 
must necessaiily be under such circumstances, the 
enperience of the former voyage had given us everjr 
reason to believe, that the month of Septembet 
would prove (he most valuable period of the year 
for prosecuting our discoveries in these regions, o 
account of the sea being raoje clear from ice at th 
time than at any other. Feeling, llierefore, ae 
did, a strong conviction, that the ut^mate accon 
plisbmetit of our object must depend, in a great 
measure, on the further progress we should make 
this leason, 1 determined to eilend our operations 
to the latest possible period. 

On the morning of the 8th, there being n 
prospect of any immediate alteration in the ice, I 
directed the boats to be sent on shore from bi 



ships, to endeavour to procure aomc game, aa well as 

I to examine the productions of tliia purt of the island. 

' On going to tiie mast-head, sliortly after the boats 

had been despatched, 1 found that the bight of ice 

in which the ahips were Ij'ing was not one floe, but 

' foimed by the close junction of two, so that our 

I situation was by no means so secure as I had eup- 

I posed ; for this bight was so far from being a pro- 

I tection to us, in case of ice driving on shore, that it 

j would probably be the means of " nipping" us 

I between the tloes which formed it. I therefore deter- 

I mined on immediately removing the ships in-shore, 

' and went in a boat to look oot for a place for that 

purpose, there being no allemalive between this and 

our returning some distance to the eastward, into 

the larger apace of clear nater which we had there 

left behind us. I fouud that a heavy piece of ice 

^Toond in twelve ^thorns, at the distance of three 

hundred yards from the beach, would suit our 

purpose for the Hecia, and another, in ten fethoms, 

still nearer in-shore, was selected for the Griper. 

These masses were from twenty to thirty feet above 

the sea, and each about the length of the respective 

•hips. The beach in this neighbourhood was so 

lined with ice of this kind, that it would not have 

been easy for a ship to have gone on shore in any 

part, there being generally from four to seven 

fathoms on the outside of it, while the inner part of 

leaeh mass was litendly upon the beach at low water. 
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Some of the doUched lOEisieB, at a little distance 
from ttie shore, must have accumulated very consi- 
derably siuce tbey (p'Oiinded, or else must have been 
forced up into their present Hituations by an enor- 
mous pressure from without ; as some of those now 
aground iu four or five fathoms would have drawn 
at least ten, if sot a&oal: aguin. 

At four p.M, the weather being quite calm, the 
ships were toned in shore by the boats, and made 
fast in the places selected for them. Our parties 
from the shore ictuiued with a white hare, several 
fine ptarmigans, a few snow-buntings, some skulls of 
the musk-ojt, and several rein-deers' horns ; hut they 
were not fortunabe enough to meet with either of 
the two latter animals. The island is here, as io 
the other parts on which we had landed, prindpally 
composed of sandstone, of which some sphericaT 
nodules, one of them as large as a nine-pounder 
shot, were brought on board. Several lumps of 
coal, which was hero more abundant than we had 
yet found it, were also picked i;^, and were found 
to biun with a clear, lively dame, like canncl coal, 
but without splitting and crackling, in the same 

to make the 

' the short remainder of the present season, 
ortilication will easily be imagined at per- 
; on the morning of the 9lh, not only that the 
s as close as ever to the westward, but that 



Impatient and 



tlic docs in OUT immediate neij^hbouihood were 
aensibly approachingp the shore. As there was no 
chance, therefore, of our being- onabled to move, I 
Bent a party on shore at day-lig-ht to collect what 
coal ihey could find, and. in the course of the day 
nearly two'thirds of a bushel, being about equal to 
the Hechi's dsuly cspenditure, waa brought on 
board. Our sportsmen, who were out for several 
hours, coidd onlj' procure us a hare, and a few 
ducks. 

It was nearly calm on the lOlh, with thick sno»7 
weather, which prevented our seeing lo any great 
distance round us. At live a.m.. a floe coining 
fVom the westward, ran against the berg, within 
which the Hecia was still secured, turning it round 
as on a pivot. This occurrence is not an uncom- 
moii one in Davis' Strait, with bergs of very large 
size, when the centre part of tbem only happens 
to be upon tiie ground. We were by this time su 
surrounded by ice tliat no clear water was to be 
seen, except the small pool in which we lay ; and 
all that could be done, under such circumstances, 
was to watch ihe motion of the ice, and to he ready 
to Bhift the ship quietly round the berg, according 
as the floes, by setting one way or the other, might 
endanger her being " nipped." In tiie afternoon 
the ice slackened a little near us, when an attempt 
was made to get the Hecla into a more secure 
berth in-ehore ; but, after heaving a heavy strain 



occaHiunally for several hours, we ciiiilj onlj suc- 
ceed before dark ia gelling her into u amall nook 
near the beach, in which, if no very violent pres- 
Hure occurred, she miglit be tolerably secure during 
the night. A parly returned in the evening from 
a shooting escursioQ to the western cape, bringing 
with them only three hares, and reporting that the 
sea was entirely covered with ice as fat aa they 
coold see to the westward from the hilts. 

On the Ilth, there was no alteration in the ice 
near the ships, and Mr. Bushnan, whom I des- 
patched at day-light to the western cape, reported, 
on his return, that appearances were equally un- 
promising in that quarter. Mr. Dcaly was fortuuate 
enough to kill the hist musk-oK that our sporlsDien 
had yet been able to get near ; bnt, as iL was at the 
diaCitncc of eight or ten miles from the ships, our 
present situation, with regard to the ice, would not 
tillow of my sending a party of men to bring it on 
board. A piece of the meat which Mr. Dealy 
brought with him was considered to taste tolerably 
well, but its iwell was by no means tempting. 

1 must now mention an occurrence which hod 
caused considerable apprehension in our minds for 
the two last days, and the result of which had nearly 
proved of very serious importance to the future 
welfare of the expedition. Early on liie morning 
of the 1 1th, 1 received a note from Lieutenant Lid- 
don, acquainting me that, at day-light the preceding 
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iky, Mr, Fife, with a party of six men, iiud beea 
despatched from the Griper, with the hope of aur- 
prisiug some rein-deer and muak-oxeti, nhose tracks 
had been seen in a ruvinu lo the weittvard of the 
ships. As they had not yet returned, in compliance 
with the inetrucdooa given to Mr. Fife, and had 
only been sjpplied with a_ small quantity of provi- 
sions, it was natural to apprehend that they hud 
lost their way in pursuit of giune, more especially 
as the night had been too inclcucnt For them to 
Iiaic voluntarily exposed themselves Id it. I there- 
fore rccommeDded to Lieutenant Liddon to send a 
(itiny ill search of his people, and MeSEis. Reid, 
Beverley, and Wakeham, who immediately volun- 
teered their services on the occasion, were accord- 
ingly despatched for this purpose. Soon after thdr 
departure, liowever, it bepin to stiow, which ren- 
dered the atmoepherc so extremely thick, especially 
on the hilb alon^ which they had lo travel, that 
this i«rtj also lost their way in spite of every 
{jreeautioD, but fortuoately got sight of our rockets 
ailer dark, by which they were directed to the ships, 
and returned at ten o'clock, almost exhausted with 
cold and fatigue, without any intelligence of the 
absentees. 

At day-light on the following morning I ecnt 
Lieutenant Uoppner, with the Heclu's fure-royal- 
mast rigged as a Sag-slaB', which ho erected on a 
conspicuous hill four or five miles inland, hoisdng 



upon it a. large ensign, which might be seen at a 
cotiiidereble diatance in every direction. Thii 
expedient occurred to us as a more certain mode of 
directing our absentees towards the ships than that 
of sending out a number of parties, |which I could 
not, in common prudence as well as humanitj, permit 
to go to any great distance from the ships ; but the 
snow fell so thick, and the ilrlit was so great, durh^ 
the whole of the 12th, that no advantage could at 
that time be expected from it, and another night 
came without the absent party appearing. 

Our apprehensions ou their accomit had by this 
time increased to a most pwnful degree, and I there- 
fore ordered four parlies, under the command of 
careful officers, to be prepared to set out in search 
of them the following morning. These parties 
earned with them a number of pikes, having small 
flags attached to them, which they were directed to 
plant at regular intervals, and which were intended 
to answer the double purpose of guiding ihemseWei 
on their return and of direcdng the absent party- 
should they meet with them, to the ships. For the 
latter purpose a boHle was fiied to each pike, con- 
taining the necessary directions for their guidance, 
and acquainting them that provisions would be found 
at the large flag-staff on the hill. Our searching 
, parses left the ships soon after day-light, the w 
still blowing hard from the westward, with incessant 
snow, and the thermometer at 28". This weathc* 
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iiliriued wilhout intermbGioo duriu); tlie day, and 
our apprehensions Tor the safely of our peo]ile were 
Excited to Ik most uUrming degree, when the sun 
bepui to descend behind the western hills for the 
third time since they hud lefl the ship : 1 «-ill not, 
therefore, attempt to describe the joyful feelings we 
suddenly eiperienced, on ihe Griper's hoisting the 
aigual appainled, to inform us that her men, or a part 
of them, were seen on their return. Soon after we 
observed seven persons coming along the beueh 
from the eastward, who proved lo be Mr. Nias and 
Ilia party, wiili four out of the seven men belonging 

the Griper. Trom llie latter, consisting of the 
corparul of marines and three seamen, ue lennied 
that they hail lust iheir way within a few hours after 
leaving the ship, and had wandered about without 
anytliing to guide them till about ten o'elock ou iho 
following day, when they descried the large Sag' 
Btaffat B great distance. At this lime the whole 
party were together ; but now unfortunately sepa- 
rated, in consequence of a difference of opinion 
respecting the flag-staff, (thich Mr. Fife mistook for 

1 smaller one that had been erected some days 
before at a considerable distance to the eastward of 

r present situation ; and with that impression, 
walked awny in a contrary direction, accompanied 
by two of his men. The other four, who had now 
returned, (of whom two were already much di'liili- 
tated,] determined to make for the (Isg-slulf. When 
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they had walked some distance and were enabled to 
ascertain what it was, one of them endeavoured to 
overtake Mr. Fife, but was too much fatigued, and 
returned to his comrades. They halted during a 
part of the night, made a sort of hut of stones and 
turf to shelter them from the weather, and kindled a 
little fire with gunpowder and moss to warm their 
feet ; they had never been in actual want of food, 
having lived upon raw grouse, of which they were 
enabled to obtain a quantity sufficient for their 
subsistence. In the morning they once more set 
forward towards the flag-staff, which they reached 
within three or four hours after Lieutenant Beechey 
had left some provisions on the spot ; having eaten 
some bread, and drank a little rum and water, a 
mixture which they described as appearing to them 
perfectly tasteless and clammy, they renewed their 
journey towards the ships, and had not proceeded 
far, when, notwithstanding the snow which was 
constantly falling, they met with footsteps which 
directed them to Mr. Nias and his party, by whom 
they were conducted to the ships. 

The account they gave us of Mr. Fife and . his 
two companions, led us to believe that we should 
find them, if still living, at a considerable distance 
to the westward, and some parties were just about 
to set out in that direction, when the trouble and 
anxiety which this mistake would have occasioned 
was prevented by the arrival of another of the 



searching parties, with, the inrormation lliat Mr. Fife 
anU the two men were on ihoir way to ihe ship*, 
being about fire milea to the eastward. Some Ircih 
bauds were immediately sent tt> bring them in, and 
they arrived on board at ten e.u., alter an absence 
of uinetyKine hours, and Laving becuciposcd.during 
three nights, to the inclemency of the first wintry 
weather we had experienced. Almost the whole of 
this party were much exhausted by cold and fatigue, 
and several of them were severely frost-bitten in 
their tues and Angers ; but, by the skill and 
unremitted attention of our medical gentlemen, 
they were in a lew days enabled to return to their 

Before miduight we had aiill greater reason Lliaii 

!ver to be thankful for the opjiorlune recovery of 

>ur people : fur the wind increased to a hard gale 

, about half-past eleven, at which timo the therino- 

cr had fulleu to 15" i mBkitig altogether so 
inclement a night, as il would have been impossible 
r them, in their already debilitated state, to have 
survived. In bumble gratitude to God for thU 
signal act of mercy, we distinguished the headland 
lo the westward of the ships by the name of C*pe 
Pbotidhnce, , 

At three A.M. of Tuesday the 14th, the thermo- 
meter fell to 9° ; and from this time the comraence- 

it of winter may fairly be dated. Oo the 
ibllowing day we were abreast of Cape Providence, 



; high 



s called Cai 



100 VOTAOB FOR THE DI3C0V 

snd observed another headland. ! 
and bold in its appearance, which n 
Hay. 

We remarked now, for the first lime, Ihst a 
strong current was setting to the westward, directly 
against a fresh gale from that quarter, and this obser- 
vation ve had frequent opportunities of repeating, 
immediately after the springing up of a breexe in 
the Polar seas. 

Bat on the 201b, the advanced period of the 
season, the unpromising appearance of the ice to the 
vreMward, and the risk to the ships with which the 
navigation had been attended for some days past, 
naturally led me to the conclusion that, under these 
drcuntstances, the Ume had arrived, when it became 
absolutely necessary to look out for winter-quarters. 
Among the circumstances which now rendered (his 
nayigation more than usually perilous, and the hope 
of success proportionahly less, there was none which 
gave more reasonable ground for apprehension than 
the incredible rapidity with which the young ice 
formed upon the surface of the sea, during the 
greater part of the twenty-four hours. It had 
become evident, indeed, that it could only be attri- 
buted to the strong winds which had lately prevailed, 
that the sea was not at this time permanently frozen i 
over i for, whenever the wind blew less than agale, I 
that formation took place immediately, and w 
with such astonishing rapidity, that had the weather J 



coiilliiucd CiiUa for more than four-aud-twcnty hours 
togpllier, it Bppmcd to me extrcroelj probable, thnt 
we must have paseeJ iho winter in our presenl 
exposed and iosecure situation. 

From this and various other coaaidcraEiona, 
which the account of our late proceeUiogB will 
naturally suggest, 1 considered it a duty incumbent 
upon mc to call Tor the opinions of the setiior ofUcera 
of the eipedilion, aa to the espediency of imme- 
diately seeking a barbuur in which the ships might 
securely lie duting the ensuing winter. The 
opinions of the officers entirely concurring with my 
own, as to the propriety of immediately resorting to 
this uicaGUTU, I determined, whenever the ice and 
the weather would aliow, to run back to the Bay of 
the Hecia and Griper, in which neighbiiurhood 
alone we had any reason to believe that a suitable 
barbour might he found. 

It blew a hard gale from the northward during 
the night of the 2]st, by which means the floes were 
kept at a distance from tlie land, and the bay-ice 
prevented from forming under the lee of it. The 
sea to the eastward was not, however, sufficiently 
clear, nor the wind moderate enough, during the 
21st, to allow US to move the ships. The land was 
now almost entirely covered with snow, and, aa wc 
afterwards found, remiiined so during the winter. A. 
fewcoveja of the ptarmigan were seen iioar the beach 
during tlic time that we remained at this station. 
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At half-past two, on the morning of the 22nd, the 
night-signal was made to weigh, and we began to 
heave at our cables'; but such was the difficulty of 
raising our anchor, and of hauling in our hawsers, 
owing to the stiffness of the ropes from frost, and the 
quantity of ice which had accumulated about them, 
that it was five o'clock before the ships were under 
way. Our rudder also was so choked by the ice 
which had formed about it that it could not be 
moved till a boat had been hauled under the stem, 
and the ice beaten and cut away from it. We ran 
along to the eastward without any obstruction, in a 
channel about five miles wide, till we were within 
four or five miles of Cape Hearne, where the bay- 
ice, in unbroken sheets of about one-third of an inch 
in thickness, began to offer considerable impediment 
to our progress. We were abreast of the point at 
noon, and here our prospect was rather discouraging: 
the anchorage in the bay was quite free from any 
obstruction, but a space of three or four miles to the 
north-eastward of Cape Hearne was completely 
covered with bay-ice, which made it more than pro- 
bable that we should altogether be excluded from 
the roadstead. We entered this ice under a press 
of sail, the wind blowing strong from the northward, 
and found it to consist principally of that kind 
which, from its appearance, is technically called 
" pancake-ice," and which, though it considerably 
retarded our progress in beating to windward, did 



not ulFer ao serious an impediment as we had 
eiipecte<). At half-past two p.u., in swinging the 
' muintopsail-yard in stays, it was unfortunatelf car- 
ried Hway in tl;e slings, but this accident was quickly 
repajred by the zealous eiertionB of the officers and 
, men. As I saw that the Griper, which hiid dropped 
several miles astem in the course of the day, could 
I not possibly reach the anchorage beforo dark, and 
being apprehensive that, by a too anxious endeavour 
to effect that object, she might become frozen up at 
sea during the night, I made Lieutenant Liddou's 
, signal to secure his ship to ihe grounded ice off 
Cape Heame, which he accordingly did. Soon 
I after the sun had set, I had reason to eotert^iin the 
I same apprehension for the Hecb : for the young 
I ice began, as usual, to form upon the Eutfaee of the 
WBler, and in an hour's time offered so considerable 
I a resistance to the ship's motion, though under a 
I press of canvass, and with a fresh breeze, as to 
' make it doubtful for some time whether we should 
reach the anchorage. We at length, however, 
struck soundings with twenty-nine fathoms of line, 
and at eight p.m. anchored in nine fiithoms, on a 
muddy bottom, a little to the eastward of our 
ntuaijon on the 5th. 

The wind continued northerly, with a heavy fall 

of snow during the night, At half-past six a.h. on 

I the 23nl, there being fortunately so little bay-ice 

^l^^k,boat could easily pull through it . I left the 
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ship, acccompanied by Mr. Nias, to examine Fife's 
Harbour, which had been reported to me as 
affording good shelter, but having a bar across its 
entrance. I directed Lieutenant Beechey at the 
same time to get the Hecla under way, and to 
anchor wherever I should lay down a buoy for that 
purpose. My mortification may well be imagined, 
at finding, on [my arrival off Fife's Harbour, that it 
was covered with one solid sheet of ice from six to 
twelve inches in thickness, which had been entirely 
formed since our last visit to this place. I landed 
on the west side of the harbour, and being soon 
after joined by a boat from the Griper, which vessel 
was beating up from Cape Hearne, I was informed 
by Mr. Skene, that a second bay or harbour had 
been seen by the officers on the former occasion, a 
short distance to the westward of this. We lost no 
time, therefore, in rowing there, having first laid 
down a buoy, near which the Hecla was ta anchor, 
and made the necessary signal to Lieutenant 
Beechey. 

In going to the westward, we passed a shoal and 
open bay, immediately adjacent to the harbour 
which we were now about to examine, and soon 
after came to a reef of rocks, in some parts nearly 
dry, extending about three-quarters of a mile to 
the southward of a low point on the south-eastern 
side of the harbour. On rounding the reef, on 
which a quantity of heavy ice was lying aground, 



we Found t!it<t a continuoua floe, four or five inches 
in tliictness. was formed over the whole harbour, 
which, in every other respect, appeared to be fit for 
oiu purpose ; and that it uoiild be uecessary to cut 
a canal of two miles in length tlirough the ice, in 
order to get the ships into a secure situation for the 
winter. We souiKied tlie channel into the harbour 
for about three-quarters of a mile, hj making holes 
in the ice and dropping the lead through, and founil 
the depth from five to six fathoms. 

Having ascertained thus far, it remained for me 
to sound the bar of Fife's Harbour, and tlien \o 
choose between the two places. I returned on 
board therefore, for the boat's crew to dine, and 
then proceeded in the execution of ihia object. The 
entrance into Fife's Harbour is eittfimely narrow, 
which enabled ua the sooner to determine the utter 
impracticability of getting the ships into it, m we 
found the depth on the bar to be barely twelve feet 
at high water and a spring tide. I returned on 
board, therefore, and determined on taking the ships 
round the reef to the entrance of the westernmost 
harbour, on the following morning. A good deal 
of snow fell this evening, and the joung ice formed 






after si 



The ships weighed a 



1 the S4th, the 



wind being still at north, and the weather moderate 
and fine. As soon as the Hecia was under sail, I 
ireiit ahead in a boat to sound, and to select an 
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anduirage for iheabijis. In running to the westward 
towanla the point oF the reef, we bad no le«8 than 
throe fallioms and tbrcc- quarters ; and, by keeping 
fartber off shore, we might have bad much d«i>pet 
water, but the wind being scant, it n'aa iicceaaan 
lo Icecp well to the DOTthwurd. Near the Boutb- 
weslern point of this harbour there is a rooaaiiablc 
blucli of «Hudstouc, Bomcnhat resembling tlie tooC 
of a house, on which tho ships' names were subse- 
quently engraved by Mr. Ksber, This stone is vvij 
cons|iicuou3 in coming irom the eastward, and irtien 
kopt open to the southward of Uie ^rouadcd Ice ai 
the end of the reef, forms a good landing: mark Ibr 
the channel into Ihe harbour. Off the end of tilt , 
reef the water deepened to six futhomB, and &I \ 
Hecla'a anchor was dropped in eight lathomB,bsVl 
mile within the reef, and close to the edge oT ik 
ice through which the canai was to be cut. TIU 
Griper arrived soon after, and by hulf-past eight m.»- 
bolJi ships were secured in the proper position to 
commencing the intended operations. 

As soon as our people had hreaJifasted I pre-' 
eeeded, with a small parly of men, to sound andtti 
markwithboardingpikeaupon the ice, the most ditWr 
channel we could iind to the anchorage; having Itft 
directions for every other officer and man i 
ships to he employed in rutting llie canal. 
o|ieration was |H;rf()rmed by first marking outtwl 
pnrallcl line, iliatanl froui pach other a lillle 



Uian the breadlh ol' [lie larger ship. Along each 
oi'tticsc lines a cut wns then uiado nitli an ice saw, 
anil others again ttt right angles to them, at inteiralii 
of from ten to twenty feet; ihus dividing the ice 
into a number of rectangular pieces, which it was 
again necessary to GubdJvide diagonally, in order lo 
give rooai for their being floated out of the canal. 
On returning from ihe upper part of the harbour, 
where 1 bad marked out what appeared to be the 
best situation for our winter-quarters, 1 found that 
considerable progross had been made in cutting the 
cslIuJ, and in Soaling the pieces out of it. To 
facilitate tlie latter part of tbc process, the seamen, 
who are always fond of doing things iu thtir own 
way, took advantage of a fresli northerly breeze, by 
setting Bornu boats' sails upon the pieces of ice, a 
contrivance which saved both time and labour. 
"ITiis part of the operation, however, was by far the 
most troublesome, principally on account of the 
quantity uF young iec which formed in the canal, 
nnd espcnally about the entrance, where, before 
BUDEet, it had become so thick, that a passc^c could 
no loi^r be founH for the detached pieces without 
considerable trouble in breaking it. At half-pust 
aevenp.M.wc weighed our anchors, and began to warp 
op the canal, but the northerly wind blew so fresh, 
iukI the people were eu much fiitigucd, having been 
almoit constiutiy at ivork fur nineteen hours, that it 
was midnight before we reached the termination of 
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our first day's labour. While we were thus employed, 
about nine o'clock, a vivid flash of light was observed, 
exactly like lightning*. There was at the same time, 
and during the greater part of the night, a permaBent 
brightness in the northern quarter of the heavens, 
which was probably occasioned by the Aurora 
Borealis. I directed half a pound of fresh meat 
per man to be issued, as an extra allowance ; and 
this was] continued daily till the completion of our 
present undertaking. 

All hands were again set to work on the iQoniing 
of the 25th, when it was proposed to sink the pieces 
of ice, as they were cut, under the floe, instead of 
floating them out, the latter mode having now 
become impracticable on account of the lower part 
of the canal, through which the ships had passed, 
being hard frozen during the night. To effect this, 
it was necessary for a certain number of men to 
stand upon one end of the piece of ice which it was 
intended to sink, while other parties, hauling at the 
same time upon ropes attached to the opposite eikl, 
dragged the block under that part of the floe on 
which the people stood. The officers of both ships 
took the lead in this employ> several of them 
standing up to their knees in water frequently 
during the day, with the thermometer generally at 
12°, and never higher than 16°. At six p.m. we 
began to move the ships. The Griper was made 
fdbt astcnioftheHccla,andtlietwo ships' companies 
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being divided on each bank of the canal, with ropes 
from the Hecla's gangways, soon drew the ships 
along to the end of our second day's work. 

Sunday, 26th. — I should, on every account, have 
been glad to have made this a day of rest to the 
officers and men ; but the rapidity with which the 
ice increased in thickness, in proportion as the 
general temperature of the atmosphere diminished, 
would have rendered a day's delay of serious 
importance. I ordered the work, therefore, to be 
continued at the usual time in the morning ; and 
such was the spirited and cheerful manner in which 
this order was complied with, as well as the skill 
which had now been acquired in the art of sawing 
and sinking the ice, that although the thermometer 
was at 6° in the morning, and rose no higher than 
9° during the day, we had completed the canal at 
noon, having effected more in four hours than on 
either of the two preceding days. The whole length 
of this canal was four thousand and eighty-two 
yards, or nearly two miles and one-third, and the 
average thickness of the ice was seven inches. 

At half-past one p.m. we begpan to track the ships 
along in the same manner as before, and at a quarter 
past three we reached our winter-quarters, and hailed 
the event with three loud and hearty cheers from 
both ships' companies. The ships were in five 
fathoms water, a cable's length from the beach on 
the north-western side of the harbour, to which I 

VOL. I. L 
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gave the name of Winter Harbour ; and I called 
the group of islands which we had discovered in the 
Polar Sea New Georgia ; but having afterwards 
recollected that this name is already occupied in 
another part of the world, I deemed it expedient to 
change it to that of the North Georgian Islands, 
in honour of our gracious Sovereign, George the 
Third, whose whole reign had been so eminently 
distinguished by the extension and improvement of 
geographical and nautical knowledge, and for the 
prosecution of new and important discoveries in 
both. 



OF A NORTH-WEST PASSAGE. Ill 



CHAPTER V. 

Precautions for securing the Ships and Stores — for promot- 
ing Good Order, Cleanliness, Health, and Good-Humour 
among the Ships' Companies — Establishment of a Theatre 
and of the North Georgia Gazette — Erection of an 
Observatory on Shore — Commence our Winter's Amuse- 
ments — State of the Temperature and various Meteoro- 
logical Phenomena — Miscellaneous Occurrences to the 
close of the year 1819. 

Having, on the 19th October, reached the station, 
where, in adl probability, we were destined to remain 
for at least eight or nine months, during three of 
which we were not to see the face of the sun, my 
attention was immediately, and imperiously, called 
to various important duties ; many of them of a 
singular nature, such as had, for the first time, 
devolved on any officer in His Majesty's navy, and 
might, indeed, be considered of rare occurrence in 
the whole history of navigation. The security of 
the ships, and the preservation of the various stores, 
were objects of immediate concern. A regular 
system to be adopted for the maintenance of good 
order and cleanliness, as most conducive to the 

l2 
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health of the crews during the long, dark, and 
dreary winter, equally demanded my attention. 

Not a moment was lost, therefore, in the com- 
mencement of our operations. The whole of the 
• masts were dismantled except the lower ones and the 
Hecla's main top-mast ; the lower yards were lashed 
fore and aft amidships, to support the planks of the 
housing intended to be erected over the ships ; and 
the whole of this frame-work was afterwards roofed 
over with a cloth. The boats, spars, running rigging 
and sails were removed on shore ; and as soon as 
the ships were secured and housed over, my whole 
attention was directed to the health and comfort of 
the officers and men. The surgeon reported that 
not the slightest disposition to scurvy had shown 
itself in either ship. 

In order to prolong this healthy state of the crews, 
and to promote the comfort of all, such arrangements 
were made for the warmth and dryness of the berths 
and^ bed-places, as circumstances appeared to' 
require ; and in this respect some difficulties were to 
be overcomej which could not, perhaps, have been 
anticipated. Soon after our arrival in Winter 
Harbour, when the temperature of the atmosphere 
had fallen considerablv below zero of Fahrenheit, 
we found that the steam from the coppers, as wel^ 
as the breath and other vapour generated in the 
inhabited parts of the ship, began to condense into 
drops upon the beams and the sides, to such a degree 
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as to keep tliem constantly wet In order to remove 
this serious evil, it was in^cessary to adopt such 
nenns for producing a sufficient warmth, combined 
with due ventiiation, as might carry off the vapour, 
and thui prevent its settling on any part of theehip. 
For this puqiosc a \itge stone oven, cased with cast- 
iroo, in which all our bread was baked during ihe 
winter, was placed on the maiu-hatchway, and the 
stoT«-pipe led fore and aft on one tide of the lower 
deck, the smoke being thus carried up the fure 
hatchway. On the opposite side of the deck, aa 
apparatus had been attached to the galtey-range for 
conveying a current of heated air between deck*. 
This apparatus simply consisted of an iron box, or 
aJt^veKel, about fiileen inches square, through whicli 
passed three pipes, of two inches diameter, com- 
muuicating from beluw with tlie external air, and 
uniting above ia a, metal hot, fixed to the lide of 
the galley-range ; to this box a copper stove-pipe < 
vaa attached, iind conveyed la the middle part of 
the lower deek. When a fire was mndu under the 
air-vessel, the air became heated in its passage 
through llie three pipes, from whicli it was conveyed 
through the stove-pipe to the men's bertha. While 
ihis tpperatUB vm in good order, a moderate lire 
{trttduced a current of air of the temperature of 87°, 
at the distance of seventeen feet from the fire-pliice ; 
and, with a pipe of wood, or any other itnperfect 
conductor of heat, vliich would not uJlow of its 
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escaping by the way, it might undoubtedly be 
carried to a much greater distance. By these 
means we were enabled to get. rid of the moisture 
about the berths where the people messed ; but 
when the weather became more severely cold, it 
still accumulated in the bed-places occasionally to 
a serious and very alarming degree. Among the 
means employed to prevent the injurious effects 
arising from this annoyance, one of the most effica- 
cious, perhaps, was a screen made of fear-nought, 
fixed to the beams round the galley, and dropping 
within eighteen inches of the deck, which served to 
intercept the steam from the coppers, and prevent 
it as before from curling along the beams, and 
condensing upon them into drops. This screen was* 
especially useful at the time of drawing off the beer, 
which we had lately been in the habit of brewing 
from essence of malt and hops, and which continued 
to be served for several weeks as a substitute for 
part of the usual allowance of spirits. We found 
the steam arising from this process so annoying 
during the cold weather, that, valuable as the beer 
must be considered as an antiscorbutic beverage, it 
was deemed advisable to discontinue our brewery 
on that account While on this subject, 1 may also 
add that, when the weather became severely cold, 
we could not get the beer to ferment, so as to make 
it palatable. 

For the preservation of health, and as a necessary 
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measure of economy, a few aUerationa were made 
in the quantity and quality of the provisions issued. 
I directed the allowance of bread to be permancntiy 
reduced to two-thirds, a precaution which, perhaps, 
it would have been as well to have adopted from 
the commencement of the Toyag'C. A pound of 
Donkin's preserved meal, together with one pint of 
vegetable or concentntted Houp, per man, was sub- 
■tituted for one pound of salt beef weekly { a 
proportion of beet and vrine was served in lieu of 
spirits ; and a amall quantity of sourcrout and 
jiickles, with as much vineg'ar as could be used, was 
itsned at regular intervals. The daily proportion of 
lime-juice and sugar was mixed ti^ether, and, with 
a proper quantity of water, was drunk by each man " 
in presence of an officer appointed to attend to this 
duty. This latter precaution may appear to have 
been uniiecESBary to those mho are not aware how 
much sailors resemble children in all those points in 
which their own health and comfort are concerned. 
Whenever any game was procured, it was directed 
to be invariably served in lieu of, and not in addition 
to, the established allowance of other meat, except 
in a. fen extraordinary cases, uhen such an indul- 
gence was allowed ; and in no one instance, either 
in quantity or quality, was the slightest preference 
{^ven to the officers. 

In the article of fuel, which is of such vitaJ 
importance in so severe a climate, a system ii 
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most rigid economy was adopted ; such a quantity 
of coal only being expended, as was barely sufficient 
for the preservation of health on board the ships. 
A search was made for turf or moss immediately 
after our arrival, and a small quantity of the latter 
was made use of as fuel ; but, without a previous 
drying, which, from the advanced period of the 
season, we had no means of giving it, it was found 
to be too wet to produce any saving of coals. We 
also looked out most anxiously for a vein of coal on 
shore, but only a few lumps were picked up during 
our stay in Winter Harbour. 

Great attention was paid to the clothing of the 
men, and one day in the week was appointed for the 
examination of the men's shins and gums by the 
medical gentlemen, in order that any slight appear- 
ance of the scurvy might at once be detected, and 
checked by timely and adequate means. 

It was my intention to have caused the bedding 
of the ships' companies to be brought on deck, for 
the purpose of airing, at least once a week during 
the winter ; but here, also, a difficulty occurred, 
which, without previous experience, could not, per- 
haps, have been easily anticipated. Whenever a 
blanket was brought on deck, and suffered to remain 
there for a short time, it of course acquired the 
temperature of the atmosphere. When this hap- 
pened to be rather low, under zero of Fahrenheit 
for instance, the immediate consequence, on taking 



the blanket again into the inhabited parla of tlie eliip 
' was, thai the vapour fettled and condensed upon it, 
Tendering it almost instanllv BD tret, aa to be unfit 
to sleep on, and reijuiiing. therefore, after all, that 
it should be dried by artificial heat before it could be 
Teturned into the bed-place. We were, therefore, 
under the necessity of hanging the bedding upon 
lines between decks, as the only mode of airing it i 
and what was likely to pfive itill more prejudicial, 
we were obliged to have recourse to the sime 
unhealthy measure in drying the washed clothes. 

Under eircumstunees of leisure and inactivity, 
tnch as we were now placed in, and with every pros- 
pect of its continuance for a very large portion of the 
year, I was desirous of finding some aniusemcnt for 
the men during this long and tedious interval. I 
proposed, therefore, to the officers to get up a play 
occasionally on hoard the Hecia, as the readiest 
means of preserving among our crews that cheer- 
fulness and good-linmonr which had hitherto sub- 
sisted. In this proposal I was readily seconded by 
the ofiicers of both ships ; and Lieutenant Qeechey 
having been duly elected as stage-tnanager, our first 
perfbrmance was fixed for the 5th of November, to 
the great delight of the sliips' companies. In these 
amniements I gladly undertook a part myself, 
considering that an example of cheerfulness, by 
I ^ivii^ a dire<^t countenance to every thing that 
I vould contribute to it, was not the least essential part 
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of my duty, under the peculiar circumstances in 
which we were placed. 

In order still further to promote good-humour 
among ourselves, as well as to furnish amusing 
occupation, during the hours of constant darkness, 
we set on foot a weekly newspaper, which was to be 
called the North Georgia Gazette and Winter Chronicle, 
and of which Captain Sabine undertook to be editor, 
under the promise that it was to be supported by 
original contributions from the officers of the two 
ships : and, though some objection may, perhaps* 
be raised against a paper of this kind being generally 
resorted to in ships of war, I was too well acquainted 
with the discretion, as well as the excellent dispositions 
of my officers, to apprehend any unpleasant conse- 
quences from a measure of this kind: instead of 
which I can safely say, that the weekly contributions 
had the happy effect of employing the leisure hours 
of those who furnished them, and of diverting the 
mind from the gloomy prospect which would some- 
times obtrude itself on the stoutest heart. 

Immediately on our arrival in harbour, Captain 
Sabine had employed himself in selecting a place for 
the observatory, which was erected in a convenient 
spot, about seven hundred yards to the westward of 
the ships. It was also considered advisable imme- 
diately to set about building a house near the beach, 
for the reception of the clocks and instruments. For 
this purpose we made use of a quantity of fir-plank 
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whith ivas iiitanded for the construction of spare 
boats, and which was so cut as not to injore it for 
that purpose. The ground waa so hard frozen that 
it required great labour to dig holes for the upright 
posts which formed the supjtort of the sides. The 
walls of Ihia house being double, with moss placed 
between the two, a high temperature could, even in 
the severest weather which we might be doomed to 
experience, be kept up in it without difiicultj bj a 
•ingle Btove. 

Among the many fortunate circumstoncea which 
had attended us during this first season of our 
navigation, there was none more striking than the 
opportune lime at which the ships were securely 
placed in harbour ; for on the very night of our 
arrival, the 26th of September, the thermometer fell 
to — 1° ; and, on the following day, the sea vrtia 
observed from the hills to be qnite frozen over, as 
fiir as the eye could reach ; nor was any open water 
, leen after this period. During the first three weeks 
in October, however, we remarked that the young 
ice, near the mouth of the harbour, was occasionally 
squeezed up very much by ihe larger floes, ao that 
the latter must still have had some space left, in 
which to acquire motion : but alter that time the 
KB was entirely covered with one uniform surface of 
•olid and motionless ice. 

After Qur arrival in port, we saw several rein-deer. 
s of grouse ; but the country is so 
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destitute of every thing like cover of any kind, that 
our sportsmen were not successful in their hunting 
excursions, and we procured only three rein-deer, 
previously to the migration of these and the other 
animals from the island, which took place before the 
close of the month of October, leaving only the 
wolves and foxes to bear us company during the 
winter. The full-grown deer, which we killed in the 
autumn, gave us from one hundred and twenty to 
one hundred and seventy pounds of meat each, 
and a fawn weighed eighty-four pounds. 

On the 1st of October, Captain Sabine's servant 
having been at some distance from the ships, to 
examine a fox-trap, was pursued by a large white 
bear, which followed his footsteps the whole way 
to the ships, where he was wounded by several 
balls, but made his escape afler all. This bear, 
which was the only one we saw during our stay 
in Winter Harbour, was observed to be more purely 
white than any we had before seen, the colour of 
these animals being generally that of a dirtyish 
yellow, when contrasted with the whiteness of the 
ice and snow. 

On the night of the 4th, we had a strong gale 
from the southward, which gave us a satisfactory 
proof of the security of the harbour we had chosen ; 
for the main ice was> found in the morning to have 
pressed in very forcibly upon that which was newly 
formed near the entrance, while within the two 



puiutB of the harbour it remiuned perTectly eulid 
and undUtiirbed. Suiae deer lieiog seen near the 
shipn OD the lOtb, a ]mrty was de9;>atelied after 
them, Bome of whom having wounded a stag, end 
being led on by the ardour of pursuit, forg-ot my 
order that every person should be on board before 
sunset, and did not return till lale, after we had 
Buffered aiviA apprehension on their aecouiit. I 
therefore directed that the expense of all rorkels 
and other aignala made in such cases sboutd. in 
future, be charged against the wages of the ofteiid- 
ing party. John Pearson, a marine belonging to the 
Griper, who was the last that returned on board, 
had his hands severely froat-hitten, having impru- 
dently gone away without mittens, and with a tnuR- 
ket in his hand. A party of our people most pro- 
videntially found him, although tlie night was very 
dark, just as he had fallen down a steep bank of snow, 
and was beginning to feel tlint degrei; of torjinr 
and drowsiness which, if indulged, inevitably proves 
fatal. When he was brought on board, his fingers 
were quite stiff, and bent into the shape of that part 
of the musket which he bad hiea carrying ; and 
the froit had so far destroyed the animation in bis 
fingers on one hand, that it was necessary to ampu- 
tate three of them a short time after, notwithstand- 
1 attention piud to him by the 
The effect which eiposuro to 
n benumbing the mental as well 
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US tlic corporeal faculties, was Tcry striking in this 
man, as well as in two of tbe voung gentlemen 
who returned after dark, and of whom we were 
anxious to make inquiries respecting Pearson. When 
I sent for them into my cabin, they looked wild, 
spoke thick and indistinctly, and it w!is impoBsible 
to draw from them a rational answer to any of our 
queetione. Al^cr being on board for a short time, 
the mental faculties appeared gradually to return 
with the returning circulation, and it was not till 
then that a looker-on could easily persuade himself 
that they had not been drinking too freely. To 
those who have been much accustomed to cold 
couutries this will be no new remark ; but I cannot 
help thinking (and it is with this view that I speak 
of it) that many a mati may have been punished 
for intOKication, who was only suffering from the 
benumbing effects of frost ; for 1 have more than 
once seen our people in a state so exactly resem- 
bling that of the most stupid intoxication, that I 
should certainlyhave charged themnith that offence, 
had I not been quite sure tliat no possible means 
were afforded them on Melville Island to procure 
anything stronger than snow-water. In order to 
guard in some measure agtunst the danger of per- 
sona losing tbeir way, which was more and more t* 
be apprehended as tbe days became shorter, and the I 
ground more covered with snow, which gives n 
B dreary sameness to the country, we erected on 



tho hilla wilhin two or three miles of the harbour, 
finger-posts pointing towards the ships. 

I have before remarked that all tlie water which 
we made use of wliilc within the polar circle tvas 
procured from snow, either naturally or artificially 
dissolved. &ooa after the ships were laid up for 
the winter, it was necessary to have recourse en- 
tirely to the latter process, ^hich Bddc<l materially 
to the expenditure of fuel during the winter months. 
The snow for this purpose was dug- out of the drifts, 
which had formeU upon the Ice round the ships, 
and dissolved in the coppers. We found it neccEsary 
always to strain the water thus procured, on account 
of the sand which the heavy snow-drifts brought 
ixom the island, after which it vnis quite pure and 
wholesome. 

On the ftith, it blew a strong ^le from the 
northward, accompanied by such a constant snow- 
drift, that, although the weather was quite clear 
OTer-head, the boal-house, at the distance of three 
or four hundred yards, could scarcely be seen from 
the ships. On such occasions, no person was per- 
mitted on any account to leave the ships. Indeed, 
irhen this snow-drift occurred, as it frequently did 
during the winter, with a hard gale, and the thermo- 
meter very low, I believe that no human being could 
have remained alive after an hour's exposure to it. 
In order, therefore, to securt 
; between ihc ships, a distance n 
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cable's length, as well as from the ships to the house 
on shore, a line was kept extended, as a guide from 
one to the other. About the middle of October, 
the snow began to fall in smaller flakes than during 
the summer ; and soon after this, whenever it fell, it 
consisted entirely of very minute spicules, assuming 
various forms of crystallization. The meridian 
altitude of the sun was observed this day by an 
artificial horizon, which I noticed from the circum- 
stance of its being the last time we had an opportunity 
of observing it for about four months. 

On the 17th and 18th, our hunting parties reported 
that the deer were more numerous than they had 
been before, which made us conclude that they were 
assembling their forces for an immediate departure 
over the ice to the continent of America, as we only 
saw one or two on the island after this time. They 
had been met with, since taking up our quarters, 
in herds of from eight to twenty, and from forty 
to fifty were seen in the course of one day. A 
thermometer placed in the sun at noon, on the 1 8th, 
rose only to — 9^, the temperature in the shade 
being — 16°. 

It had for some time past been a matter of serious 
consideration with me, whether it would be neces- 
sary to cut the ice round the ships, which had by 
this time become so firmly attached to the bends, 
that they were completely imbedded in it. There 
happened to be only two or three persons in the 




Bipeditioii, who had ever been frozen up during 
whole winter in any of Ihe cold countriep, and I 
consuhed these as to the expediency of doing 
To put the matter out of all doubt, however, I 
deemed it prudent to order the ice to be cut round 
both ships, an operation nhich occupied Ihe two 
crews almost the whole of two days, the ice being 
now twenty-three inches in thickneas ; and 1 
determined to coulinite this operation daily, as long 
ai the weather would permit. 

The 20th of October was one of the finest days 
which, as experience had since taught us, ever occur 
in this climate, the weather being clear, with little or 
- no wind ; and, though the thermometer remained 
■teadily between — 15° and — 18° during the day, 
it was rather pleasant to our feelings than otherwise. 
Our eportsmen were out from both ships the whole 
day, and returned, for the first time, without having 
Been any living animal, though they had walked 
over a very coniiderabie extent of groimd ! so that 
the hope we had indulged of obtaining, occa- 
uonally, a fresh meal, was now neatly at au end 
for the rest of the winter. It was observed from the 
hillc, that the ice in the offiug had been thrown into 
higher hummocks than before ; and in the monii:^ 
we saw a number of little vertical streams of vapour 
rinng from the sea, near the mouth of the harbour, 
which was probably that phenomenon vulgarly called 
"barber" in North America, and which ii 
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occasioned, I believe, by the vapour arising from the 
water being condensed into a visible form by the 
coldness of the atmosphere. It is probable, there- 
fore, from the two circumstances now mentioned, 
that a motion had taken place among the floes in the 
offing, producing first the pressure by which the 
hummocks were thrown up, and then a partial 
separation, leaving, for a time, a small space of 
unfrozen surface. 

On the 26th, the sun afforded us sufficient light 
for writing and reading in my cabin, the stem- 
windows exactly facing the south, from half-past 
nine till half-past two ; for the rest of the four-and- 
twenty hours, we lived, of course, by candle-light. 
Nothing could exceed the beauty of the sky to the 
south-east and south-west at sunrise and sunset 
about this period : near the horizon there was 
generally a rich bluish purple, and a bright arch of 
deep red above, the one mingling imperceptibly 
with the other. The weather about this time was 
cemarkably mild, the mercury in the thermometer 
having stood at or above zero for more than forty- 
eight hours. By a register of the temperature of 
the atmosphere, which was kept by Captain Sabine 
at the observatory, it was found that the thermo- 
meter, invariably, stood at least from 2° to 5°, and 
even on one or two occasions as much as 7° higher 
on the outside of the ships, than it did on shore, 
owing probably to a warm atmosphere created 



round tbe former by the constant fires kept up 

It now becBme rather a painful experiment 
touch any metallic substance In the open air with 
the naked hand ; the feeling produced by it exactly 
resembling that occasioned by the opposite extreme 
of intense heat, and taking off the skin from tbe 
part affected. We found it necessary, therefore, 
to use great caution in handling our seitanta and 
other mstrumenta, particularly the eye-pieces of 
telescopes, which, if suffered to touch the" face, 
occasioned an intense burning pain ; but this was 
easily remedied by cohering them over with sofl: 
leather. Another effect, with regard to the use of 
instruments, began to appear about this lime. 
Whenever any instrument, which had been some 
time exposed to the atmosphere, ho as to be coaled 
down to the same temperature, was suddenly 
brought below into the cabins, the vapour was 
instantly condensed all around it, so as to give the 
iustruraent the appearance of smoking, and the 
glasses were covered almost insbintaneously with 
a thin coating of ice, the removal of which required 
great caution, to prevent the risk of injuring them, 
ortil it had gradually thawed, as they acquired the 
temperature of the cabin. When a candle was 
placed in a certain direction from the instrument, 
with respect to the observer, a number of very 
n^ute tpmlm of snow were also seen sparkling 
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around the instrument, at the distance of two or 
three inchai (Vom it, occusioned, as we supposed, ^ 
by the cold atmosphere produced by the low tern- 
pemtuie of the inEtriimeot ulniost instantaneomly 
congealing into that form the lajioui which floated 
in its immediate neighbourhood. 

The month of November commenced with mild 
weather, which condnued for the flrst ten days. It 
is generally supposed, by those who have not 
experienced the effects produced upon the feelings 
by the various alterations In the temperature of the 
atmospbere, when the thermometer is low. that a 
ehang-e of 10° or 13° makea no sensible difference 
in the sensation of cold i but thia is by no meani 
the case, for it whs a remarlc continually made 
among us, that our bodies appeared to adapt theni- 
ielves so readily to the climate, that the scale of 
nor feelings, if 1 may so express it, was soon reduced 
to a lower standard than ordinary . eo that, after 
living for some days in a temperature of — 15° or 
20°, it felt quite mild and comfortable when th« 
thermometer rose lo zero, and vice vend. 

The 4th of November being the last day that the 
eun would, independently of the effecta of relraction, 
be seen above our horizon till the 8th of February, 
an interval of ninety-six. days, it was a matter of 
considerable regret to.ua that the weather about 
this time was not aufficiently cleat to allow us to i 
see and make observations on the disappearance of 
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[hat luminary, in order tllnt. sumething; ini)i;h[ be 
attempted towards determining tlie amount of the 
atmospheric rurraction at a low temperature. But 
though we were not permitted to late a last fure- 
well, for at least three months, of that cheering orb, 
" of this great world, both eye aud soul," we never- 
ihele^ felt that this day constituted an important 
and memorable epoch in our voyage. We had 
f ome time before set about llie preparations for our 
printer's amusements ; and the theatre being ready, 
we opened on the 3th November, with the repre- 
sentation of iVfi« ill hfr Teens, which afforded to 
the men such a fund of amusement as liilly to 
justify the eipectanons we bad formed of the utility 

I of theatrical e alert lunmenla under our present cir- 
Gumstancea, and to determine me to follow them 
up at stated periods. 1 found. Indeed, that even 
the occupation of titling up the thcBtrc, and taking 
it to pieces again, which employed a number of 

, the men for u day or two before and after each 
performance, was a matter of no little importance, 
wbea the immediate duties of the ship appeared by 
no means sufficient for that purpose; for I dreaded 
Ifaa want of employment as one of the wurs^t evils 
that was lik(;ly to befa! us. 

On the foreaoon of the llth. the thermometer 
kaving again f.illon to — 26^°, the smoke, as it 
etfttped from the funnels, scarcely rose at all above 



the housing, Mr, Ros<j, having gone tn the mast- 
head at noon, reported that he saw the bud. 

About the time of the sun's leaving' us, the 
wolves began to approach the ships more boldlj, 
howling most pitecual^ an the beach tiear ua, Bome- 
times for hours together, and, on one or two 
occasions, coming alongside the ships, wheo everj- 
thing' was quiet at night ; but vre seldom aayn more 
thiui oue or two together, and, therefore, could 
form DO idea of their number. These animals were 
always very shy of coming near our people; and, 
though evidently suiferlng much from hunger, never 
attempted to attack any of them. The white foxes 
used also to visit the ships at night, and one of these 
was caught in a trap set under the Griper's bows. 
The uneasiness displayed by this beautiful little 
animal during the time of his confinement, when- 
ever be heard the howling of a wolf near the ships, 
impressed us with an opinion, that the latter is in 
the habit of bunting the fox as his prey. 

The rapidity with whicli the ice formed round 
the ships bed now become so great, as to employ 
our people for several hours each day in cutting it; 
and for the last three days our utmost labour during 
the time of twilight could scarcely keep it clear. 
As it was evident, therefore, that, as the frost 
increased, we could not possibly effect this, and 
as the men almost always got their feet wet* ht 
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Eawing the ice, from which the moat injurious etteets 
upon their health were likely to result, I gave orders 
to leave oif cutting it any more during the severity 
of the winter. The average formation of Ice round 
the ships, during the time we continued to remove 
il, waa usually from Ihrea to five inches in twenty- 
four hours ; and once it froze eight inches in tweaty- 
sii hours, the mean temperature of the atmosphere 
b»iis — 12". At noon to-day wo saw, for the Brat 
time at this hour, a star of the first magnitude 
^Capella),and at half an hour past noon those of 
the second magnitude in Ursa Major were visible ; 
which circumstance will, perhaps, give the beit 
idea of the weakness of the sun's light at this 

The temperature of the atmosphere having, about 

this time, become considerably lower than before, 

the cracking of the limbers was very frequent and 

loud for a time ; but generally ceased altogether in 

an hour or two alier this fall had taken place in the 

thermometer, and did not occur again at the same 

temperature during the winter. The wind blowing 

fresh from the northward, with a heavy snow'drift, 

made the ship very cold below i so that the breath 

I and other vapour accumulated during the night in 

I the bed-places and upon the beams, and then 

immediately froze ; hence it often occupied all hands 

for two or three hours during the day to scrape the 

1^ ico away, in order to prevent the bedding from 
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becoruiu;^ wet by the increaae of temperature acca> 
aioned bytheiiTes. Itwaa therefore found necessarj 
to keep some of the fires in between decks ikt nigbt, 
when ihe thermometer waa below— 1.5° or — 20° in 
the open air, especially when the wind waa high. To 
assist in keeping- the tower decks warm, as well a 
to retard, in some slight degree, the formation of ic 
immediately in contact with the ships' bends, wa 
banked the snow up ag-ainet their sides, a 
the main-chaioti ; and canvass screens were nuled 
round all the hatchu'ays on the lower deck. 

The stars of the second magnitude in Ursa Miyor 
were just perceptible to the naked eye a little aftof 
noon this day. and the Aurora BorealU appeared 
faintly in the south-west at night. About this tinu; 
our medical gentlemen began to remark the extreme 
diificulty ivilh which sores of every kind healed t a 
circnmstance that rendered it the more necessary to 
be cautious in ekposing the men to froat-bites, lest 
the long inactivity and n'ant of exercise during the 
cure of aorcs, in other respects trifliug, should pio* , 
duce serious effects upon the general health of the 
patients. 

From midnight on the aoth, till two o'clock < 
the following mornins', the thermometer rose from 
— 16° to 40^°, and at half-past three a gale came on 
from the northward, which continued to blow, and 
the thermometer gradually to ri^ till the latter bad 
reachi'd — '21° at midnight. 




which occurred during the ivinter, 
1 iucrenae of «iiid, from whatever quarter, beiog 
iDipanied bj a eimultanenus ri?c in the ther- 
inoineter. The gale continued strong for the greater 
part of the two fallowing dnjs, with a tremendoui 
mow-drift, which kept us all on board till the afi'er- 
n of the 23rd. lo the mean time another play 
, lutd been yirepared, and our second performance, to 
vhich the crews had been anxiously looking forward, 
took plnce on the evening of the Slth. 

During the following fortnight, we were fhieti/ 
OHupied in observing various phenomena in ihe 
8, the vivid wTuscations of the Aurora Borea~ 
fia, the falling of meteors, and in Inking' lunar dis- 
a ; but the diJGculty of malting observatious in 
this climate is inconceivably great : on one occasion 
the mercury of the artilicial horizon froze into a aolid 

The water in the Ilecla's pump-well had, by tliis 
time, December 17, become completely frozen, so 
3 longer possible to work the pumps. 
In what manner the pumps could be kept free under 
such circumstances, if it were found necessary, 1 do 
not know, as there would have been a riik of 
daniagbg the lower part of them, in detaching the 
t lo make the experiment. The Uecia, 
however, was so tight, as not to require it ; as a proof 
of which it need only he mentioned, that tho same 
I twenty inches of ice whiah was formed about this 



13* VOVAGK FOR 1 

period, remained without aayoddiliou for more than 
%ix months, during which lime she was never once 
pumped out ; and the only inconvenience that 
reiulted from this, was the accumuktion o! a Bmall 
quantity of ice among' the coals in the lower part of 
the fore and main holds. 

About this part of the winter we began to expe- 
rience a more serious inconvenience" from the 
bursting of the lemon-juice bottles by frost, the 
nhole contents being frequently frozen into a Bolid 
mass, except a small portion of highly-concentrated 
acid in the centre, which, in most instances, was 
found to have leaked out, so that when the ice vras 
thawed, it was little better than water. This evil 
increased to a very alarming degree in the course of 
the winter : some cases being opened in which more 
than two-thirds of the lemon-juice was thus destroyed, 
and the remainder rendered nearly inefficient. 

It was at first supposed that this accident might 
have been prevented by not quite filiing the bottles, j 
but it was afterwards found, that the corks flying out | 
did not save them from breaking. We observed 
that the greatest damage was done in Qiase cases 
which were stowed nearest to the ship's side, and 
we therefore removed all the rest amidships, a pro- 
caution which, had it been sooner known, and 
adopted, would probably have prevented at least a 
part of the mischief. The vinegar alao beCBHW 
frozen in the casks in the same manner, and lost a 



great deal of its aciility when thawed. This circuni' 
stance conferred an additionul value on a few gidlooB 
of verj highly-eonce titrated vinegar, which had been 
sent out on trial upon this and the preceding voyage, 
and which, when mixed with »ix or seven timea its 
own quantity of water, was aufficienlly acid for 
every purpose. This vinegar, when eiposed to the 
temperature of 25° below zero, congealed only into a 
conflisteoce" like that of the thickest honey, but was 
never sufficiently hard to break any vessel which eon- 
tuned it. There can be no doubt, therefore, that on 
this account, as well as to save stowage, tliia kind of 
vinegar should exclusively be used in these regions ; 
and for similar reasons, of still greater importance, 
the lemon-juice should be concentrated. 

We had now reached the shortest day, Wednes- 
day, the 22iid, and such was the occupation which 
we had hitherto contrived to find during the first 
half of our long and gloomy winter, that the quick- 
ness with which it had come upon us was the 
subject of general remark. So fur, indeed, were 
wo from wanting that occupation of which I had 
}een apprehensive, especially among the men, that 
t accidentally came to my knowledge about this 
period that they complained of not having time to 
mend their clothes. This complaint I was as glad to 
bear, as desirous to rectify ; and I therefore ordered 
1 in future, one afteruoon id each week should 
be set asiUo for that {larticular purpose. 
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The circumstances of our situation being such as 
have never before occurred to the crews of any of His 
Majesty's ships, it may not, perhaps, be considered 
wholly uninteresting, to know in what manner our 
time was thus so fully occupied throughout the long 
and severe winter, which it was our lot to experience, 
and particularly during a three months' interval of 
nearly total darkness. 

The officers and quarter-masters were divided 
into four watches, which were regularly kept as 
at sea, while the remainder of the ship's company 
were allowed to enjoy their night's rest undisturbed. 
The hands were turned up at a quarter before six, 
and both decks were well rubbed with stones and 
warm sand before eight o'clock, at which time, 
as usual at sea, both officers and men went to break- 
fast. Three-quarters of an hour being allowed 
after breakfast for the men to prepare for muster, 
we then beat to divisions punctually at a quarter- 
past nine, when every person on board attended 
on the quarter-deck, and a strict inspection of 
the men took place, as to their personal cleanli- 
ness, and the good condition, as well as sufficient 
warmth, of their clothing. The reports of the 
officers ha\ing been made to me, the people were 
then allowed to walk about, or, more usually, to run 
round the upper deck, while I went down to examine 
the state of that below, accompanied, as I before 
mentioned, by Lieutenant Beechey and Mr. Ed- 



137 

wards. The state of this deck may be saail, indeedi 
to have conslituted the chief source of our aniiety, 
and to have occupied by far the greatest share of 
our attention at this period. Whenever any damp- 
neaa appeared, or, what more frequently happened, 
any accumulation of lee had taken place during' the ' 
preceding night, the necessary means were immedi- 
ately adopted for removing it; in the former case 
usoally by rubbing the wood with cloths, and then 
directing the warm air-pipe towards the place ; and 
in the latter by scraping off the iee, so as to prevent 
its wetting the deck by any accidental increase of 
temperature. In this respect the bed-places were 
particularly troublesome ; the inner partition, or 
tbiit next the ship's side, being almost invariably 
covered with more or less dampness or ice, accord- 
ing to the temperature of the deck during the pre- 
ceding night. This inconvenience mig'ht, to a great 
degree, have been avoided, by a sufficient quantity 
of fuel to keep up two good fires on the lower deck, 
tbrougboat the twenty-four hours ; but our stock of 
coals would by uo means permit ibis, bearing- in 
mind the possibility of our spending a second winter 
within the Arctic circle; andthiscomfort could only, 
therefore, be allowed on a few occasions, during 
the most severe part of the winter. 

In the couT^ of my examination of the lower 
deck, I had always an opportunity of seeing those 
few men who were on the sick list, and of receiviag 
n3 
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from Mr. Edwards a report of their respective cases; 
as also of consulting that gentleman as to the means 
of improving the warmth, ventilation, and general 
comfort of the inhabited parts of the ship. Having 
performed this duty, we returned to the upper 
deck, where I personally inspected the men ; after 
which they were sent out to walk on shore, when 
the weather would permit, till noon, when they 
returned on board to their dinner. When the day 
was too inclement for them to take this exercise, 
they were ordered to run round and round the deck, 
keeping step to the tune of an organ, or, not unfre- 
quently, to a song of their own singing. Among 
the men were a few who did not at first quite like 
this systematic mode of taking exercise ; but when 
they found that no plea, except that of illness, was 
admitted as an excuse, they not only willingly 
and cheerfully complied, but made it the occasion 
of much humour and frolic among themselves. 

The officers, who dined at two o'clock, were also 
in the habit of occupying one or two hours in the 
middle of the day in rambling on shore, even in our 
darkest period, except when a fresh wind and a 
heavy snow-drift confined them within the housing 
of the ships. It may well be imagined that, at this 
period, there was but little to be met with in our 
walks on shore, which could either amuse or interest 
us. The necessity of not exceeding the limited 
distance of one or two miles, lest a snow-drift, which 



I often rises very suddenly, ahould prevent our return 
1\ added conEiderabl; to the dull and tediuus moao- 
I tony which, day after day, preaented itsdf. To the 
? southward was llie sea, covered with one unbroken 
|i surface oF ice, unirorm in its dazzling' whitcnetB, 
! excejjt that, in some parls, a few hummocks were 
r seen thrown up sonieHhat above the general level. 
I Nor did the land oiler much grealer variety, being 
edmost entirely covered with anow, eicepfherc and 
there a brown patch of bare ground in some exposed 
, attuations, where the wmd hud not allowed the snow 
to remain. When viewed from the sumniit of the 
neighbouring hills, on one of thnse calm and clear 
' days, which not unt'icquently occurred during the 
I' winter, the scene was such as to induce contempla- 
tions which had, perhaps, more of melancholy than 
of any other &eling. Not an object was to be teen 
on which the eye could long rest with pleasure, 
unless when directed to the spot where our ships 
lay, and where our little colony was planted. The 
smoke which there issued from the sevcrul iires, 
affording a certain indication of the presence of 
man, gave a partial cheerfulness to this part of the 
prospect ; and tlie sound of voices, whicii, during 
the cold weather, could be heard at a much greater 
distance than usual, served now and then to break 
the silence which reigned around us, — a silence far 
diArent from that peaceable coioposure which 
M(gnctwiwa tlie landicaiie of a cn^ivated counuy i 



ost dreary 
Qted eirst- 
objects to 
the mlud, 
appearing above 



it nas tho death-like stillness of the n 
deaolalion, and the total absence of anii 
cnce. Such, indeed, was the want of 
Bfford relief to the eye or 
that a stone of more than u 
the sQow, in the direction in which vt 
immediately became a mark, on which our eyes were 
unconsciausly fixed, and towards which we mechani- 
cally advanced. 

Dreary as such a scene must necessarily he, it 
could not, however, be said to be wholly wanting- in 
interest, ospecially when associated in the mind with 
the peculiarity of our situation, tbe object which 
had brought us bithcr, and the hopes which the 
least sanguine among us sometimes entertained, of 
spending: a part of our next winter in the more 
genial climate of the South-Sea Islands. Ferhapi, 
too, though none of us then ventured to confeaa it, 
our thoughts would sometimes involuntarily wander 
homewards, and institute a comparison between the 
Tugged face of nature in this desolate region, and 
the livelier aspect of the happy land which we had 
left beliind us. 

We had frequent occasion, in our walka on shore, 
to remark the deception which takes place in 
estimating the distance and magnitude of objects, 
when viewed over an unvaried surface of anow. It 
was not unoommon for us to direct our steps towards 
what we took to be a large mass of stone at the 



dtatance of half a mile IVoiii us, but which n 

le tip in our hands after one minuta'a 
walk. This vroa more parLicularly the case uhea 
ascemliiig the lirow of a hill, nor did we find that 
the deception became less, on account of the fre- 
queoc]' with which we eiperieiiced its effects. 

In the Brternoon, the men were usually occupied 
in drawing and knotting yarns, and in making points 
and gaskets ; a never-failing resource, where mere 
occupation is required, and which it was necessaij 
to prtform entirely on the lower deck, the yarns 
becoming so hard and brittle, when ex]>OGed o[i deck 
to the temperature of the atmosphere, as to be too 
slilFfuF working, and very easily broken. I may in 
this place remark that our lower rigging became 
extremely slack during Uie severity of the winter, 
and gradually tiglitened ag;iun as the spring returned : 
effects the very reverse of tiiose which we had 
anticipated, and n hich I can only account for by 
the eitreme dryness of tho atmosjihere in the 
middle of winter, and the subsequent increiue of 
moiBlure. 

At half-past five in the evening, the decks were 
cleared up, and at sii we again beat to divisions, 
when the same eiaminulion of the men and uf their 
bertha and bed-places took place as in tha morning: 
the people then went to their supper, and the ollicera 
Afler this time tlie mcu were permitted to 
umuse themselves as they pleased, and games of 



various kinds, as well as dancing and ain^ng, occh- 
lionally went en upon the lower deck till nine 
o'clock, when they went to bed, and their lights were 1 
eztinguiEbed. In order to guard against accidents i 
by fire, where so many fires and lights were neces- 
sarily in use, the quarter-masters visited the lower 
deck every half-hour during the night, and made 
their report to the officers of the watches that all 
was, in this respect, safe below, and to secare a. 
ready supply of water in case of fire, a hole was cut 
twice a day in the ice, close alongside each ship. 
It is scarcely necessary to add, that the evening 
occupations of the officers were of a more rational 
kind than those which engaged the attention of the 
men. Of these, reading and writing- were the prin- 
cipal employments, to which were occasionally 
added a game of ciiesa, or a tune on the flute o; 
violin, till half-past ten, about which time we al 
retired to rest. 

Such were the employments wliich usually 
occupied us for six days in the week, with such 
exceptions only as circumstances at the time sug- 
gested. On Sundays, divine service was invariably 
performed, and a sermon read on board both ships - 
the prayer appointed to be daily used at sea being 
altered, so as to adapt it to the service in which 
we were engaged, the Buccess which had hitherto | 
attended our efforts, and the peculiai 
nnder which we were at present placed. 
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i by the men to the observance 
their religious diiLies,was such as to reflect upon, 
them the highest creilii;, and tended in no small 
d^ree to the preservatioo of that regularity aittt 
good conduct, for Mhich, with very few exception^ 
they were invariably distinguished. 

Our theatrical entertainments took place regularl|; 
QDce a fortnight, and continued to prove a source of 
infinite amusement to the men. Our stock of plays 
was so scanty, consisting only of one or two volumes, 
vhich happened accidentally to be on board, that 
it was with difficulty we could find the means of 
varying the performances sufficiently ; our authors, 
therefore, set to work, and produced, as a Christmas 
piece, a musical cotert^nment, expressly adapted 
to our audience, and having such a reference to the 
f ervice on which wo were engaged, and the 
we had so far experienced, as at once to afford %. 
high degree of present recreation, and to stimnlatSi 
H possible, the sanguine hopes, which were enteN. 
t^ned by all on board, of the complete accomplish-. 
ment of our enterprise. We were at one tim« 
^prehensive that the severity of the weather would 
Jiave prevented the continuance of this amusement, 
,but the perseverance of the officers overcame every 
difficulty; and, perhaps for the first time since 
{theatrical entertainments were invented, more than 
(toe or two plays were performed, on board the 
"" 'a,Tith the themomcter below zero on the itage. 
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The North Georgia Gazette, v^^hich I have already 
mentioned, was a source of great amusement, not 
only to the contributors, but to those who, from 
diffidence of their own talents, or other reasons, 
could not be prevailed on to add their mite to 
the little stock of literary composition, which was 
weekly demanded ; for those who declined to write 
were not unwilling to read, and more ready to 
criticise than those who wielded the pen ; but it 
was that good-humoured sort of criticism that could 
not give offence. The subjects handled in this 
paper were, of course, various, but generally appli- 
cable to our own situation. Of its merits or defects 
it will not be necessary for me to say any thing 
here, as I find that the officers, who were chiefly 
concerned in carrying it on, have agreed to print it 
for the entertainment of their friends ; the publisher 
being at liberty, after supplying each with a certain 
number of copies, to dispose of the rest. 

The return of each successive day had been 
always very decidedly marked by a considerable 
twilight for some time about noon, that on the 
shortest day being sufficient to enable us to walk 
out very comfortably for nearly two hours*. There 



« It will, perhaps, give the best idea of the power of the 
sun's light afforded us on this day, to state, that we could, at 
noon, read with tolerable ease the same sized type &s that in 
which this note is printed; but this could only be done by 
turning the book directly towards the south. 
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was, usually, in clear weather, a beautiful arch of 
bright red light, overspreading the southern horizon 
for an hour or two before and after noon, the light 
increasing, of course, in strength, as the sun 
approached the meridian. Short as the day now 
was, if, indeed, any part of the twenty-four hours 
could properly be called by that name, the reflection 
of light from the snow, aided occasionally by a bright 
moon, was at all times sufficient to prevent our 
experiencing, even under the most unfavourable 
circumstances, anything like the gloomy night which 
occurs in more temperate climates. Especial care 
was taken, during the time the sun was below the 
horizon, to preserve the strictest regularity in the 
time of our meals, and in the various occupations 
which engaged our attention during the day ; and 
this, together with the gradual and imperceptible 
manner in which the days had shortened, prevented 
this kind of life, so novel to us in reality, from 
appearing very inconvenient, or, indeed, like any- 
thing out of the common way. It must be confessed, 
however, that we were not sorry to have arrived, 
without any serious suffering, at the shortest day ; 
and we watched, with no ordinary degree of plea- 
sure, the slow approach of the returning sun. 

On Christmas-day the weather was raw and cold, 
with a considerable snow-drift, though the wind was 
only moderate from the N.W. ; but the snow which 
falls during the severe winter of this climate is com- 

VOL. I. o 
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posed of spiculse so extremely minute, that it requires 
very little wind to raise and carry it along. To 
mark the day in the best manner which circum- 
stances would permit, divine service was performed 
on board the ships ; and I directed a small increase 
in the men's usual proportion of fresh meat as a 
Christmas dinner, as well as an additional allowance 
of grog, to drink the health of their friends in England. 
The officers also met at a social and friendly dinner, 
and the day passed with much of the same kind of 
festivity by which it is usually distinguished at home ; 
and, to the credit of the men |^ it spoken, without 
any of that disorder by which it ib too often observed 
by seamen. A piece of English roast-beef, which 
formed part of the officers' dinner, had been on board 
since the preceding May, and preserved without 
salt during that period, merely by the antiseptic 
properties of a cold atmosphere. 

A great many frost-bites occurred about this time, 
dOth, principally in the men's feet, even when they 
had been walking quickly on shore for exercise. On 
examining their boots, Mr, Edwards remarked, that 
the stiffness of the thick leather, of which they were 
made, was such as to cramp the feet, and prevent 
the circulation from going on" freely ; and that this 
alone was sufficient to account for their feet having 
been frost-bitten. Being very desirous of avoiding 
these accidents, which, from the increased sluggish- 
ness with which the sores healed, were more and 
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more likely to affect the general health of the 
patients by long confinement, I directed a pair of 
canvass boots, lined with blanketting, or some other 
woollen stuff, to be made for each man, using raw 
hide as soles : this completely answered the desired 
purpose, as scarcely any frost>bites in the feet after- 
wards occurred, except under circumstances of very 
severe exposure. 

On the 3 1st of December, another striking instance 
* occurred of the simultaneous rise in the wind and 
the thermometer. At two a. m. the latter stood at 
— ^28°, but the wind freshening up to a strong breeze 
from the northward and eastward, and afterwards 
from the s. s. e. in the course of the day, the ther- 
mometer gradually rose at the same time, and stood 
at +5° at midnight ; thus closing the year vnth 
milder weather than we had enjoyed for eight pre- 
ceding weeks. 



o2 
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CHAPTER VI. 

First appearance of Scurvy — The Aurora Borealis and other 
Meteorological Phenomena — Visits of the Wolves — 
Re-appearance of the Sun — Extreme Ioav Temperature — 
Destruction of the House on shore by Fire — Severe 
Frost-bites occasioned by this Accident. 

The mild weather with which the new year com- 
menced was not of long duration ; for, as the wind 
gradually moderated, the thermometer slowly fell 
once more to the average temperature of the atmo- 
sphere at this season. The quantity of snow which 
had fallen at this time was so small, that its general 
depth on shore did not exceed one or two inches, 
except where it had drifted into the ravines and 
hollows. 

I received this morning the first unpleasant report 
of the scurvy having made its appearance among us ; 
Mr. Scallon, the gunner of the Hecla, had for some 
days past been complaining of pains in his legs, 
which Mr. Edwards at first took to be rheumatic* 
but which, together with the appearance of his gums, 
now left no doubt of the symptoms being scorbutic. 
It is so uncommon a thing for this disease to make 
its first appearance among the officers, that Mr. 
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Edwards was naturally curious to inquire into the 
cause of it ; nnd nt length discovered that Mr. 
Scallon'ii bedding was in so damp a stale, in Fonse- 
quBUPe of ihe deposit of moisture in his bed-piaee, 
which 1 have before mentioned, as to leave no doubt 
that to this circumstanee, as the immediate exeitii^ 
cause, his illness might justly be attributed. The 
difficulty of preventing this deposit of moisture, and 
the consequent aetumulatiou of ice, was much 
greater in the officers' bed-places than in ibose of 
the men, in consequence of the former being nccet* 
sarily placed in close contact with the ship's stdei, 
and formingan immediate commuQicalion,as it were> 
with the external atmosphere ; whereas, in the 
latter there was a vacant interval of eighteen inches 
in width interposed between ibeni. To prevent ai 
much as pogsible, therefore, the injurious cficds of 
this evil upon the health of the officers, I appointed 
certain days for the airing of their bedding' by the 
fires, as well as for that of the ships' companiea. 
Every attention was paid to Mr. Scallon's ease by 
the medical g-entlemen, and all our anti-scorbntica 
were put in requisition for his recovery : these con- 
sisted principally of preserved vegetable soups, 
iemon-juice, and sugar, pickles, preserved currants 
and gooseberries, and spruce-beer. I began also 
about this lime to raise a email quantity of mustard 
aud cress in my cabin, in small iliollovr boxes filled 
with mould, and placed along Ihe stove-pipe ; by 
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these means, even in the severity of the winter, -we 
could generally ensure a crop at the end of the sixth 
or seventh day after sowing the seed, which, by 
keeping several boxes at work, would give to two 
or three scorbutic patients nearly an ounce of salad 
each daily, even though the necessary economy in 
our coals did not allow of the fire being kept in at 
night. Had this been allowable, and a proper 
apparatus at hand for the purpose, there is no doubt 
that it might have been raised much more rapidly : 
and those who are aware how perfect a specific a 
very small quantity oi fresh vegetable substance is 
for .the scurvy, will, perhaps, agree Avith me in 
thinking that such an apparatus would form a very 
valuable appendage to be applied occasionally to the 
cabin-stove. The mustard and cress thus raised 
were necessarily colourless, from the privation of 
light, but, as far as we could judge, they possessed 
the same pungent aromatic taste as if grown under 
ordinary circumstances. So effectual were these 
remedies in Mr. Scallon's case, that, on the ninth 
evening from the attack, he was able to walk about 
on the lower deck for some time, and he assured me 
that he could then " run a race.** 

The 7th of January was one of the most severe 
days to the feelings which we experienced during 
the winter, the wind being strong from the north- 
ward with a heavy drift, and the thermometer 
continuing from — 38° to — 40". It is impossible to 
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conceive any thing more inclement than such aday, 
when we could with difficulty pass and repass 
between the two ships, and were glad to keep every 
person closely confined on board. 

At noon to-day, the temperature of the atmosphere 
had got down to 49° below zero, being the greatest 
degree of cold which we had yet experienced ; but 
the weather being quite calm, we walked on shore 
for an hour without inconvenience, the sensation of 
cold depending much more on the degree of wind* 
at the time, than on the absolute temperature of the 
atmosphere, as indicated by the thermometer. In 
several of the accounts given of those countries in 
which an intense degree of natural cold is expe- 
rienced, some effects are attributed to it which 
certainly did not come under our observation in the 
course of this winter. The first of these is the 
dreadful sensation said to be produced on the lungs, 
causing them to feel as if torn asunder, when the 
air is inhaled at a very low temperature. _No such 
sensation was ever experienced by us, though in 
going from the cabins into the open air, and vice 
versa, we were constantly in the habit for some 
months of undergoing a change of from 80° to 100°, 
and, in several instances, 120° of temperature, in 
less than one minute ; and what is still more extra- 
ordinary-, not a single inflammatory complaint, 
beyond a slight cold, which was cured by common 
care in a day or two, occurred during this particular 
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period. The second is, the vapour with which the 
air of an inhabited room is charged, condensing into 
a shower of snow, immediately on the opening of a 
door or window, communicating with the external 
atmosphere. This goes much beyond any thing 
that we had an opportunity of observing. What 
happened with us was simply this : on the opening 
of the doors at the top and bottom of our hatchway 
ladders, the vapour was immediately condensed, by 
the sudden admission of the cold air, into a visible 
form, exactly resembling a very thick smoke, which 
settled on all the pannels of the doors and bulk- 
heads, and immediately froze, by which means the 
latter were covered with a thick coating of ice, which 
it was necessary frequently to scrape off; but we 
never, to my knowledge, witnessed the conversion 
of the vapour into snow, during its fall. 

On the evening of the 15th, the atmosphere being 
clear and serene, we were gratified by a sight of the 
only very brilliant and diversified display of Aurora 
Borealis which' occurred during the whole winter. 
I believe it to be almost impossible for words to give 
an idea of the beauty and variety which this mag- 
nificent phenomenon displayed. 

About this time it had been remarked, that a 
white setter dog belonging to Mr. Beverly had- lefk 
the Griper for several nights past at the same time, 
and had regularly returned after some hours' 
absence. As the daylight increased, we had frequent 
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opportuntities of seeing him in company with a she- 
wolf, with whom he kept up an almost daily inter- 
course for several weeks, till at length he returned 
no more to the ships ; having either lost his way by 
rambling to too great a distance, or, what is more 
likely, perhaps, been destroyed by the male wolves. 
Some time after, a large dog of mine, which was 
also getting into the habit of occasionally remain- 
ing absent for some time, returned on board 
a good deal lacerated and covered with blood, 
having, no doubt, maintained a severe encounter 
with a male-wolf, whom we traced to a considerable 
distance by the tracks on the snow. An old dog, 
of the Newfoundland breed, that we had on board 
the Hecla, was also in the habit of remaining out 
with the wolves for a day or two together ; and we 
frequently watched them keeping company on the 
most friendly terms. 

A wolf, which crossed the harbour close to the 
ships on the 25th, was observed to be almost entirely 
white, his body long and extremely lean, standing 
higher on his legs than any of the Esquimaux 
dogs, but otherwise much resembling them ; his tail 
was long and bushy, and always hanging between 
his legs, and he kept his head very low in running. It 
is extraordinary that we could never succeed in killing 
or catching one of these animals, though we were, 
for months, almost constantly endeavouring to do so. 

As the time was now near at hand when the sun 
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was to re-appear above our horizon, we began this 
day to look out for it from the mast head, in order 
that some observations might be made, as to the 
amount of the atmospherical refraction, which might 
render it visible to us sooner than under ordinary 
circumstances. For this purpose, and at the same 
time to avoid the frost-bites which might have 
occurred from keeping any individual at the mast- 
head for too long a space, every man in the ship 
was sent up in succession, so as to occupy the time 
for ten minutes before and after noon; and this 
practice was continued till the sun appeared above 
the horizon from the deck, which it did not do till 
nine days after the commencement of it. 

The loss of lemon-juice, of which^I have before 
had occasion to speak, in consequence of the 
breaking of the bottles by frost, continued still to 
take place to so great a degree, that it now became 
absolutely necessary to adopt some measures for 
providing against similar contingencies in future, 
and to preserve the remainder ; I therefore con- 
sulted Mr. Edwards as to the propriety of reducing 
the daily allowance of that essential article to three- 
quarters of the usual proportion, being three-quarters 
of an ounce per man ; this, he was of opinion, 
under all circumstances, it was expedient to do, in 
order to ensure a supply in those cases of a scorbutic 
nature which might hereafter occur ; and this reduc- 
tion was accordingly ordered in both ships. 



The weather was remarkably elear and fino on 
the 38th, and l!ie skj bcautirullj red tu the south- 
ward ; but we looked for the sun from the mast- 
head without success. Captain Sabine remarked at 
noon, thai none of tlic fixed stars, even of the first 
magnitude, could be seen bj the naked eye ; Mars, 
however, was plainly visible, by which Bomejndg-q^nt 
may be formed of the power of the sun's light at this 
period. Towards the end of January we began to 
open some of our ports, in order to admit suflicieut 
light for the carpenters and armourera to work by, 
and these were employed in repairing the main- 
top-s(ul-yard, that wo migrbt at least make aome 
show of com DO en cing our re-equipment for sea. 

On the 1st and Snd of February the weather was 
rather hazy, so that the sun could not have been 
seen had it been above the horizon, but the Srd 
WB9 a beautifully clear luid calm day. At eight a.m., 
a cross, consisting of the usual vertical and horizontal 
rays, was seen about the moon. At twenty minuLea 
before apparent noon, the sun was seen from the 
Hecla's main-top, at the height of fifi:y-one feet above 
the sea, being the first time that this luminary had 
been visible to us since the 11th of November, a 
period of eighty-four days, being twelve days lees 
than the time of its remaining actually beneath the 
horizon, independently of the effects of atmosphe* 
rical refraction. Onascendingthe main-top, I found 
sun to be plunly visible over the land to the 
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south ; but at noon there was a dusky sort of cloud 
hanging about the horizon, which prevented our 
seeing any thing like a defined limb, so as to measure 
or estimate its altitude correctly. 

On several occasions, in the course of the winter, 
there was an appearance in the southern horizon 
ver^ much resembling land at a great distance. This 
appearance was to-day unusually well defined, and 
seemed to terminate in a very abrupt and decided 
manner, on a S. b. E. bearing from Winter Harbour. 

At noon on the 7th, we had the first clear vipw of 
the sun which we had yet enjoyed since its re- 
appearance above our horizon, and an indistinct 
parhelion, or mock sun, slightly prismatic, was seen 
on the eastern side of it, at the distance of 22°. 

There was now suflBcient day-light, from eight 
o'clock till four, to enable us to perform, with great 
facility, any work outside the ships. I was not 
sorry, therefore, to commence upon some of the 
occupations more immediately connected with the 
equipment of the ships for sea, than those to which 
we had hitherto been obliged to have recourse as 
mere employment. We, therefore, began this day 
to collect stones for ballast, of which it was calculated 
that the Heel a would require, in the spring, n6urly 
seventy tons, besides twenty tons of additional 
water, to make up for the loss of weight by the 
expenditure of provisions and stores. These stones 
were brought down on sledges about half a mile to 



iJie beach, where Uiey were broken into a. convenient ] 
eize for Etowagc, and then welg'bcd in scales, ei 
on the beach for the purpose ; thus affording to tl; 

I men a conaidcrable quantity of bodily c 
whenever the weather would ])ermit them li 
employed. 

As we were now, however, approaching: the 
coldest part of the season, it became more essential 
than ever to use the utmost caution in allowing the 
men to remain for any length of time in the open 
air, on account of the injury to theirgeneral health, 
which was likely to result from the inactivity reqiu- 

' site to the cure of some of thelnoat trifling frost-bites. 

' It was a auurce of much satisfaction to find, at 
noon to-day, that the sun, even with one degree of 

j meridian altitude, had some power to affect the 

f mercury in the thermometer, which rose from — W 
'to — 35" when exposed to its rays; and, as the sun 
gradually declined, it fell again to —40° in an hour 

The distance at which sounds were heard in Iho 
open air, during the continuance of intense cold, was 
so great as constantly to afford matter of surprise to 
III, notwithstanding the frequency with which we 
had occasion to remark it We have, for instance, 
ofleo heard people distinctly conversing, in a 
coniiQon tone of voice, at the distance of a mile i 
I and to-day I heard a iquq siugiug to himself as he 
lilted along the beach, at even u greater distance 
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than this. Another circumstance also occurred to* 
day, which may, perhaps, be considered as worthy 
of notice. Lieutenant Beechey, and Messrs. Beverly 
and Fisher, in the course of a walk which led them 
to a part of the harbour, about two miles directly 
to leeward of the ships, were surprised by suddenly 
perceiving a smell of smoke, so strong as even to 
impede their breathing, till, by walking on a little 
further, they got rid of it This circumstance shows 
to what a distance the smoke from the ships was 
carried horizontally, owing to the difficulty with 
which it rises at a very low temperature of the 
atmosphere. The appearance which had often been 
taken for the loom of distant and much refracted 
land in the south and S. b. £., was again seen to-day, 
having the same abrupt termination at the latter 
bearing as before. 

It may perhaps be attributed to the long absence 
of the sun which we had lately experienced, and 
which may have disqualified us from forming a 
correct judgment, that we considered the orange 
and lake tints with which the sky was painted about 
this period, for two hours before and after noon, to 
be more rich and beautiful than anything of the kind 
we had ever before seen. 

Monday the 14th. — Two of the Hecla's marines 
having been guilty of drunkenness the preceding 
night, an offence which, under any circumstances, 
it was my duty to prevent, but which, if permitted 



1S9<1 
. to pass uiinoticeii, might, in our present Bituatiira,, 

I iwve been attended witii the raoet seriou- 

queacea to our heulth aa well as out discipli 
'■ vnder the neeeanity of pmiiBhing- them this 
', with thirtf-eiK I^he9 each ; being the fiist 
i on which I had considered it necesgary to inflict 
coqtoreal punishment during thirteen months that 
' the Heda had been in comniission, a. fact which I 
I liaTe mueh satistacrion in recording, aa extremely 
. creditable to her crew. 

From four F.M. on the 14th, till half-pant seven on 
the followiiig morning, being on interval of Hfteen 
lioura and a half, during which time the weather 
WM clear and nearly calm, a thermometer fixed on 
a, pole, between the ships and the shore, 
aboTB — 54°, and was once during that interval,-— ^ 
' .namely, at six in the morning, as low as — 5^". Thi 
low temperature might, perhapa, have 
much longef, but for a light breeze which sprung up 
from the northward, immediately on which the 
Ihermometer rose to — i9°, and continued still to 
'nse during the day, till at midnight it had reached 
— 34°. During the lowest temperature above men- 
tionetl, which wai the most intense degree of eold, 
marked by the spirit-thermometer, during our stay 
Jn Winter Harbour, not the sliglileat inconvenienee 
I was suffered from exposure to the open air, by a 
I person well clothed, as long as the weather was 
t perfectly calm -, but, in walking ag^nst a very light 

L_ 



air of wind, a amsTting sensation was experienced 
all over the lace, accompanied by a pain in the 
middle of tlie forehead, which soon became rather 
severe. We amnaed oorselves io freezing some 
mercurj during the conLinuance of this cold weather, 
and by beating it out on an anvil previously reduced 
to the temperature of the atmosphere; it did not 
appear to be very malleiible when in this K 
usually breaking after two or three blows from the 

The increased length of the day, and the cheering 

F presence of the aun for several hours above the 

son, induced me, notwithstanding the severity 

e weather, to open the dead-ligbts of my st 

lows, in order to admit the day-light, of which, 

IfSn our occupaljons below, we had entirely been 

lifteprivcd for more than four months. I had soon, 

I iind that this change v 

rather premature, and that I liad not rightly caleu- 

lated on the length of the winter In Melville Island. 

The Heela was fitted with double windows in 

stem, the interval between the two sashes being 

^«bout two feet ; and within these some curtains of 

e had been nailed close, in the early part of the 

ter. On endeavouiing now to remove the 

s, they were found to be so strongly cemented i 



no the windows by the frozen i 



collected I 
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between the double sashes we removed mora than 
twelve large buckets full of ice, or frozen vapour, 
wbicli hftd uccumiilated in the same manner. 

About noon on the ICth, a parhelion, faiotly 

prismatic, appeared on each side of the sun, conti- 

I nuing only for half an hour. Notwithstanding the 

' low temperature of the external atmosphere, the 

officers contrived to act, as ii^ual, the play announced 

tor this evening ; but it must be confessed that it 

was aln]o.>>t too cold for cither the actors or the 

audience to enjoy it, especially for tbose of the 

former who undertook to appear in female dresses. 

We were fortunate, however, in having the weather 

moderate as to wind, during our performance ; for, 

on its freshening up soon aHer to a strong gale from 

■ the N.W,, which, together with a Iteavy snow-drift, 

continued the whole of the following day, the 

thermometer did not rise higher than — 36° i a 

] change that made the Hecia colder in every part 

'i below than she had ever been before. The tempe- 

Jrature of the lower deck now fell to +34°, for the 
greater part of the day, that of the coal-hole to + 1 5°, 
of the spirit-room to +23°, and of my cabin, as low 
' SB +7° duringthe night, by which the chronometers, 
1 No*. 25 and 360, of Arnold, were stopped. Much 
as t regretted this circumstance, it was impvssible 
io prevent it without such an increase in the quantity 
CE, when calculating upon the 
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chances of spending another winter in these region^ 
would by no means admit. Captain Sabine and 
myself, therefore, agreed, that it was better to let 
these watches remain down, during the continu- 
ance of the severe cold, which was accordingly 
done. 

The intense cold now experienced on board the 
Hecla seems to have arisen principally from my 
having prematurely uncovered the stern windows 
which I had been induced to do, not less from the' 
impatience which I felt to enjoy the cheering rays 
of the sun for eight hours of the day, than on 
account of the saving of candles, the expenditure 
of which had hitherto been much greater than we 
could well afford. In the constant hope that each 
succeeding day would produce some amendment in 
the weather, we endeavoured contentedly to put up 
with the cold, which, however, continued to be so 
intense in the cabin for several weeks after this, that 
it was impossible to sit there without being warmly 
wrapped up ; and it was not uncommon for us, at 
this period, to reverse the usual order of things, by 
throwing off our great coats when we went on deck 
to warm ourselves by exercise (the only mode we 
had of doing so), and immediately resuming them 
on coming below. On many of these occasions I 
have seen a thermometer, placed at our feet, standing 
the whole day at + 19°, and sometimes lower, while 



tea ' 

another, suspended ii 
would, at tbe same 
seldom bighcr than ihis. 

With our present temperature, the breath of a 
person, at a little distance, looked enDOtlj like tbc 
smoke of a musket just fired, and that of a party of 
men emplojed upon the ice to-daj- resombled a 
thick white cloud. 

At a quarter past ten, on Thursday, the 24tli, 
while the men were rutiiiing round the decks (or 
exercise, and were on that account fortunately well' 
clothed, the house on shore was discovered to be on 
fire. All the officers, and men of both ships, 
instantly ran up to extinguish it; and iiaving-, by 
great eiertion, pulled off the roof with ropes, and 
knocked down a part of the sides, so as to allow 
snow to be thrown upon tbe flames, we succeeded 
in getting- it uadcr, after three-quarters of an hour, 
and fortunately before tlie Sre had reached that end 
of tbe liouse where the two cIocVs, togctlier with 
the transit, and other valuable iostrumentB, were 
standing in their easeii. Having removed those, 
and covered the ruins wlLb snow, to prevent any 
renmins of fire from breaking out again, we returned 
on board lUl more temperate weather should enable 
ua to dig out the rest of the things, among «l ch 
nothing of anj- mateiial consequence vas sul se- 
queutly found to bave suffered ii^ury ; and I 



mustered the shij^s' 



he U 
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put on dry clothes before going to dinner, they were 
employed during the rest of the day in drying those 
which had been wet. The appearance which our 
faces presented at the fire was a curious one, almost 
every nose and cheek having become quite white 
with frost-bites in five minutes after being exposed 
to the weather ; so that it was deemed necessary for 
the medical gentlemen, together with some others 
appointed to assist them, to go constantly round, 
while the men were working at the fire, and to rub 
with snow the parts aflfected, in order to restore 
animation. Notwithstanding this precaution, which, 
however, saved many frost-bites, we had an addition 
of no less than sixteen men to the sick-lists of both 
ships in consequence of this accident. Among these 
there were four or five cases which kept the patients 
confined for several weeks ; but John Smith of the 
artillery, who was Captain Sabine's servant, and 
who, together with Serjeant Martin, happened to be 
in the house at the time the fire broke out, was 
unfortunate enough to suffer much more severely. 
In their anxiety to save the dipping-needle, which 
was standing close to the stove, and of which they 
knew the value, they immediately ran out with it ; 
and Smith, not having time to put on his gloves, had 
his fingers in half an hour so benumbed, and the 
animation so completely suspended, that on his 
being taken on board by Mr. Edwards, and having 
his hands plunged into a basin of cold water, the 
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surface of the water was immediately frozen by the 
intense cold thus suddenly communicated to it ; 
and, notwithstanding the most humane and unre- 
mitting attention paid to them by the medical gen- 
tlemen, it was found necessary, some time after, to 
resort to the amputation of a part of four fingers on 
one hand and three on the other. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

More temperate Weather — House rebuilt — Quantity of Ice 
collected on the Hecla's lower Deck — Meteorological 
Phenomena — Conclusion of Theatrical Entertainments — 
Increased Sickness on board the Griper — Clothes first 
dried in the open Air — Remarkable Halos and Par- 
helia — Snow Blindness — Cutting the Ice round the 
Ships, and other Occurrences to the close of May. 

Before sun-rise on the morning of the 1st of March, 
Lieutenant Beechey remarked so much bright red 
light near the south-eastern horizon, that he constantly 
thought the sun was rising, nearly half an hour before 
it actually appeared ; there was a column of light 
above the sun similar to those which we had before 
seen. The day being clear and moderate, a party of 
men were employed in digging out the things which 
were buried in the ruins ; the clocks were removed on 
board for examination, and preparations were made 
to rebuild the house for their reception. Some of 
our gentlemen who walked to the south-west during 
the day, observed the snow, in certain parts which 
were expo&ed to the sun, to be glazed, so as to be very 
slippery, as if a partial thaw had taken place. It is, 
perhaps, requisite to have experienced the anxiety 
with which we were now beginning to look for some 



OF a NORTB-WEBT PASSAGE. 167 

favourable phangt' in the temperatuni of the atmi>- 
sphere, to conceive the eagemees with which this 
infomiBtioD was received, Qnd tlie iroportance 
attached to it in our minds, as the first faint indica- 
tion oF the dissolution, of the winter's snow. In the 
evening the wind freshened from the southward, and 
before midnight bud increased to a strong gale, 
vhich is very unusnal from that quarter. 

The 5th of March was the most mild and pleasant 
day we had experienced for several weeks, and, 
aAer divine service had been performed, almost all 
the officers and men in both ships were glad to take 
advantage of it. by enjoying a lon^ walk upon fbe 
Beighbouring' hills. The weather had been hazj, 
with light snow and some clouds in the morning ; 
but the latter gradually dispersed after noon, afford- 
ing us the first day to which we could attach the idea 
of spring. 

On the Sih, at eight a-m., the thermometer had 
got up to lero, being the first time we had r^atered 
so hi^h a temperature since the 1 7th of the preced- 
ing December. The wind veered gradually from 
S.S.E., round by west, to north, and at night was 
remarkably variable and squally, frequently chang- 
ing, almost instantly, from north to west, and vice 
oeria/Boraetinies being- so light as not to extinguish a 
naked candle at the gangway, and at others blowing 
a strong breeze. Squalls of this kind we had not 
obserred before, nor did they occur on any other 
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occasion ; we could not perceive any alteration in 
the thermometer while they lasted. 

We continued to enjoy the same temperature 
and enlivening weather on the 7th, and now beg^ 
to flatter ourselves in earnest, that the season had 
taken that favourable change for which we had so 
long been looking with extreme anxiety and impa^ 
tience. This hope was much strengthened by a 
circumstance which occurred to-day, and which, 
tri^ng as it would have appeared in any other 
situation than ours, was to us a matter of no small 
interest and satisfaction. This was no other than 
the thawing of a small quantity of snow in a favour- 
able situation upon the black paint-work of the 
ship's stem, which exactly faced the south ; being 
the first time that such an event had occurred foir 
more than d.ye months. 

Advantage was taken of the present mild and 
pleasant weather, to rebuild the house on shore, 
which was completed in a few days, when the clocks 
were replaced in it, in readiness for Captain Sabine 
to begin his experiments on the pendulum, whenever 
the season would permit. 

The severe weather which, until the last two or 
three days, we had experienced for a length of time, 
had been the means of keeping in a solid state all 
the vapour which had accumulated and frozen upon 
the ship's sides on the lower deck. As long as it 
continued in this state, it did not prove a source of 
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annoyance, especially as it had no communication 
with the bed-places. On the contrary, indeed, I had 
imagined, whether justly or otherwise I know not, 
that a lining of this kind rather did good than harm, 
by preventing the escape of a certain portion of the 
warmth through the ship's sides. The late mildness 
of the weather, however, having caused a thaw to 
take place below, it now became necessary imme- 
diately to scrape off the coating of ice, and it will, 
perhaps, be scarcely credited, that we this day 
removed above one hundred buckets full, each 
containing from five to six gallons, being the accu- 
mulation which had taken place in an interval of 
less than four weeks. It may be observed, that 
this vapour must principally have been produced 
from the men's breath, and from the steam of their 
victuals during meals, that from the coppers being 
effectually carried on deck by the screen which I 
have before mentioned. 

James Richardson, a seaman of the Hecla, one 
of the men who had been attacked by lumbago a 
short time before, now evinced some symptoms of 
scurvy, and was, therefore, immediately put on the 
anti-scorbutic diet. About this time, also, John 
Ludlow, boatswain's mate of the Griper, and William 
Wright, seaman of the Hecla, were attacked in a 
similar manner ; and these two cases subsequently 
proved the worst of this nature on board the ships. 

Q 
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Immediately on the appearance of any complaint 
among the men, and especially when the symptoms 
were in the slightest degree scorbutic, the patients 
were removed to the sick-bay, where the bed-places 
were lai^er and more convenient, and where a 
separate stove was fixed, when necessary, so as to 
make it a warm and comfortable place, apart from 
the rest of the ship's company. 

On the 9th, it blew a hard gale from the north- 
ward and westward, raising a snow-drift, which 
made the day almost as inclement as in the midst 
of winter. The wind very suddenly ceased in the 
evening, and while the atmosphere near the ships 
was so serene and undisturbed that the smoke rose 
quite perpendicularly, we saw the snow-drift on the 
hills, at one or two miles distance, whirled up into 
the air, in columns several hundred feet high, and 
carried along by the wind, sometimes to the north, 
and at others in the opposite direction. The snow 
thus raised, at times resembled water-spouts, but 
more frequently appeared like smoke issuing from 
the tops of the hills, and as such was at first repre- 
sented to me. 

On the 12th, Lieutenant Liddon reported another 
of his seamen to be affected with scurvy, making 
two in each ship labouring, more or less, under this 
disease : Mr. Scallon also complained again a little, 
of feeling, according to his own account, " as if tired 
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with walking ; " by attention, however, to the warmth 
and dryness of his clothing, he gradually recovered 
his former strength as the season advanced. 

It blew a strong breeze from the N. b. W., with a 
heavy snow-drift, on the 12th, which continued, with 
little intermission, till near noon on the 14th ; afford- 
ing us a convincing proof that the hopes with which 
we had flattered ourselves of the speedy return of 
spring were not yet to be accomplished. During 
this time the thermometer had once more fallen as 
low as — 28°, a change which, after the late mild 
weather, we felt much in the same manner as we 
should have done any of those alterations which 
occur in a more temperate climate, at a higher part 
of the scale. I have before had occasion to observe, 
that this remark is equally applicable to all the 
changes we experienced in the course of the winter, 
either from cold to warm, or the contrary. 

On the 16th, there being little wind, the weather 
was again pleasant and comfortable, though the 
thermometer remained very low. 

This evening the officers performed the farces of 
the Citizen and the Mayor of GarratU being the last o^ 
our theatrical amusements for this winter, the season 
having now arrived when there would no longer be 
a want of occupation for the men, and when it 
became necessary also to remove a part of the 
roofing to admit light to the oflBcers' cabins. Our 
poets were again set to work on this occasion, and 

q2 
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an appropriate address was this evening spoken on 
the closing of the North Georgia Theatre, than 
which we may, without vanity, be permitted to say, 
none had ever done more real service to the com- 
munity for whose benefit it was intended. 

Two of the Hccla*8 seamen, who were employed 
on shore in digging stones for ballast, reported on 
the 20th that they had seen a glaucous gull, or one 
of that species knov^n to sailors by the name of 
" burgo-master." On being questioned respecting 
this bird, they strongly insisted on the impossibility 
of their having mistaken its kind, having been 
within twenty yards of it. As, however, these gulls 
cannot well subsist without open .water, of which 
there was certainly none in the neighbourhood at 
that period, we conjectured that it might have been 
an owl ; a bird that may, perhaps, remain on the 
island even during the whole winter, as the abund- 
ance of mice, of which we constantly saw the tracks 
upon the snow, would furnish them with an ample 
supi)ly of food. It was a novelty to us, however, 
to see any living animal in this desolate spot ; for 
even the wolves and foxes, our occasional visiters 
during the winter, had almost entirely deserted us 
for several weeks past. 

On the 23rd, we found, by digging ii hole in the ice 
in the middle of the harbour, where the depth of water 
was four fathoms and a quarter, that its thickness 
was six feet and a half, and llio snow on the surface 
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of it eight inches deep. This may be considered 
a fair specimen of the average formation of ice in 
this neighbourhood since the middle of the pre- 
ceding September : and as the freezing process did 
not stop for more than six weeks after this, the 
produce of the whole winter may, perhaps, be rea- 
sonably taken at seven, or seven and a half feet. 
In chopping this ice with an axe, the men found it 
very hard, and brittle, till they arrived within a 
foot of the lower surface, where it became soft and 
spongy. 

The length of the day had now so much increased, 
that at midnight on the 26th, there was a very sen- 
sible twilight in the northern quarter of the heavens ; 
and such was the rapidity with which this part of 
the season appeared to us to have come round, that 
we could with difficulty picture to ourselves the 
total darkness from which we had so lately emerged. 

On' one of the fine days in the early part of 
March, in taking a longer walk than usual on the 
north side of the harbour, we accidentally met with 
a small flat stone, on which the letter P was plainly 
engraved. As there seemed litle doubt that this 
had been artificially done, and as, since our arrival 
in Winter Harbour, the weather had been too cold 
to induce any of our people to sit down on the 
ground for the purpose of exercising their talent in 
this way, we were entirely at a loss to conjecture 
how it came there, and various amusing speculations 

q3 
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were resorted to, in order to account for it. Since 
that time, the weather had not permitted our 
sending for it till this day, when it was brought on 
board; and on inquiry among the men, we found 
that Peter Fisher, a seamen belonging to the 
Griper, who was one of the party under Mr. Fife, 
respecting whom we had felt so much anxiety in 
the preceding September, had, on that occasion, 
amused himself by beginning to scratch upon the 
stone in question the initials of his name *. . This 
circumstance is only worthy of notice, from its 
proving to how considerable a distance this party 
had rambled, and how completely they were in 
error as to the direction in which they had been 
travelling; the distance between the two places 
being twenty-five miles. I was in hopes also, of 
finding out, by this means, the situation of a large 
lake, which Mr. Fife reported having seen, and 

• When Mr. Fife and his party returned from that 
excursion, it was a matter of surprise to us, to see how 
fresh Fisher was, and how little he seemed to regard what 
had happened, as anything out of the common way, of 
which, indeed, the circumstance just related is also a proof. 
"When asked, on his first arrival on hoard on that occasion, 
what they had lived upon, " J^ived upon," said Fisher, 
drily — " tlie Duke of Wellington never lived so well . We 
had grouse for hreakfast, grouse for dinner, and grouse for 
««uppor, to be sure !" 
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from which he brought a small fish of the trout 
kind ; but the more I questioned hira and his party, 
the more I was convinced of the little dependence 
to be placed on the account of persons circum- 
stanced as they were, and of their utter ignorance as 
to the part of the island in which the lake was to 
be found. 

Being extremely anxious to get rid, as early as 
possible, of the drying of our washed clothes upon 
the lower deck, I had to-dav a silk handkerchief 
washed, and hung up under the stern, in order to 
try the effect of the sun's rays upon it. In four 
hours it became thoroughly dry, the thermometer 
in the shade being from — 18° to — 6°, at the time. 
This was the first article that had been dried with- 
out artificial heat for six months, and it was yet 
another month before flannel could be dried in the 
open air. When this is considered, as well as that, 
during the same period, the airing of the bedding, 
the drying of the bed-places, and the ventilation 
of the inhabited parts of the ship, were wholly 
dependent on the same means, and this with a very 
limited supply of fuel, it may, perhaps, be conceived, 
in some degree, what unremitting attention was 
necessary to tlie preservation of health, under cir- 
cumstances so unfavourable and even prejudicial. 

The protracted length of the winter began now to 
make us more than usually impatient, and to create 
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in US reasonable apprehensions lest our escape from 
Winter Harbour should unavoidably be postponed 
to a period too late for the'accomplishment of those 
sanguine hopes, with which the last year's success 
had induced us to flatter ourselves. The extraordi- 
nary degree of cold which continued day after day 
was such as we had certainly not anticipated ; and 
when, at this period, with the sun above the horizon 
for seventeen hours out of the four-and-twenty, the 
thermometer was still occasionally fallen as low 
as — 31°, which it did at four this morning, it must 
be confessed that our future prospects of advance- 
ment began to wear a very unpromising aspect. 
It may be imagined also with what anxiety we 
watched for the first appearance of a thaw, both on 
shore and upon the ice round the ships, in neither 
of which had any such appearances yet become 
perceptible, except that here and there, where the 
snow happened to lie very thin upon the ground, 
allowing the sun's rays to penetrate to the earth, a 
sufficient degree of heat had been radiated partially 
to thaw the snow, forming it into a thin transparent 
cake, like a plate of glass. Indeed, the cloudless 
sky, and the uniformly white surface of the sea and 
land which characterise the climate of Melville 
Island at this period, are ill calculated to impart 
warmth to the atmosphere ; and it was not till the 
clouds became gradually more dense and frequent. 
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and the earth had, by slow degrees, become un- 
covered in parts, so as to admit the absorption and 
radiation of heat, that the dissolution of the snow 
could go on to any considerable extent. 

It was a source of extreme satisfaction to me to 
find that the health of both ships' companies was 
daily improving as the season advanced ; so that 
by the middle of April the Griper's sick list was 
reduced to four, all of whom were convalescent ;^ 
and on board the Hecla, Mr. Edwards had but 
a single patient. 

The morning of the 27th being very fine, and the 
thermometer at + C, the ship's company's bedding 
was hung up to air, between the fore and main 
rigging, being the first time we had ventured to 
bring it from the lower deck for nearly eight months. 
While it was out, the berths and bed-places were 
fumigated with a composition of powder mixed with 
vinegar, and known familiarly by the name of devils; 
an operation which had been regularly gone through 
once a week during the winter. 

I have before mentioned the circumstance of our 
lower rigging having beeu very slack dnting the 
severity of the winter, and again become tight as 
the warmer weather came on. Even now this had 
taken place so effectually, that the rigging was full 
as tight as when we left the river Thames twelve 
months before. I have been the more particular in 
mentioning this fact, because the circumstance of its 
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becoming^ slajck by the cold is at variance with the 
accounts of other navigators *. 

For the last three or four days of April, the snow 
on the black cloth of our housing had begun to 
thaw a little during a few hours in the middle of 
the day, and on the dOth so rapid a change took 
place in the temperature of the atmosphere, tha£ the 
thermometer stood at the freezing, or, as it may 
more properly be termed in this climate, the thawing 
point, being the first time that siich an event had 
occurred for nearly eight months, or since the 9th of 
the preceding September. This temperature was, to 
our feelings, so much like that of summer, that I was 
under the necessity of using my authority to prevent 
the men from making such an alteration in their cloth- 
ing as might have been attended with very dangerous 
consequences. The thermometer had ranged froifi 
— 32° to + 32° in the course of twenty days. There 
was at this period, more snow upon the ground than 
at any other time of the year, the average depth 
on the lower parts of the land being four or five 
inches, but much less upon the hills ; while in the 



* "On the morning of the 5th (Novcmhcr), it was dis- 
covered that almost all the shrouds on the starboard side of 
the ship were broken, which happened from contraction and 
tenseness, caused by frost." — Account of Bering'^ s Foy- 
age^ A.D, 1741, Burney's North-Eastern Voyages of 
Discovery, 
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ravines a very large quantity had been collected. 
The snow at this time became so soft, from the 
influence of the sun upon it, as to make walking very 
laborious and unpleasant. 

This rapid change in the temperature of the 
atmosphere again revived our hopes of a speedy 
departure from Melville Island ; and such were the 
sanguine expectations which animated us at this 
period, that I believe there was not an officer or 
man on board either of the ships, who had not made 
up his mind to the probability of our leaving Winter 
Harbour by the middle or latter part of June. 

The fine and temperate weather with which the 
month of April had concluded, induced Captain 
Sabine to set the clocks going, in order to commence 
his observations for the pendulum, and he now took 
up his quarters entirely on shore for that purpose. 
On the first of May, however, it, blew a strong gale 
from the northward, which made it impossible to 
keep up the desired temperature in the house : and 
so heavy was the snow-drift, that in a few hours the 
house was nearly covered, and we were obliged to 
communicate with Captain Sabine and his attend- 
ants through a small window, from which the snow 
was, with much labour, cleared away, the door being 
quite inaccessible. We saw the sun at midnight for 
the first time this season. 

The gale and snow-drift continued on the fol- 
lowing day, when we had literally to dig out the 
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sentries, who attended the fire at the house, in order 
to have them relieved. I feel it right to mention 
these circumstances, that the diiHcuIties with which 
Captain Sabine had to contend may be duly appre- 
ciated in the making of observations that require, 
even under every favourable circumstance of weather 
and climate, no ordinary share of skill and attention. 

On the 6th, the thermometer rose no higher 
than + 8J° during the day ; but, as the wind was 
moderate, and it was high time to endeavour to get 
the ships once more fairly afloat, we commenced 
the operation of cutting the ice about them. In 
order to prevent the men suffering from wet and 
cold feet, a pair of strong boots and boot-stockings 
were on this occasion served to each, being a part 
of a complete suit of warm clothing, with which I 
had been supplied for the purpose of issuing them 
to the ships' companies gratis, whenever I should see 
occasion. As the sun became low towards midnight, 
the usual parhelia appeared about this luminary. 

The expedition having, at its departure from 
England, been victualled for no more than two 
years, of which one had now expired, I considered 
it e^^pedient, as a matter of precaution, to reduce 
the daily allowance of all the kinds of provisions to 
two-thirds of the estabHshed proportion, which 
regulation accordingly took place from this day. 
The cheerfulness with which this reduction was 
received by both officers and men was to me an 



additional and highly gratifying proof of that firm 
ond zealous principle of duty by which Iheir conduct 
was at all times regulated. 

Oil the 12th, oiieof Ihe men employed in digging 
turf onshore, rqiorted that he had seen aptarmigan, 
an event which, trifling' as it was, created no small 
degree of interest among us, who had now been 
deprived of fresh meat for nearly aii months : it was 
also hailed as a sure omen of returning^ tiummer. 
TTiis was further eoniirmed by Mr. Beverly having 
on the 19th killed a male ptaTmigan, and by another 
being Been on the following day, as well as the first 
tracks of rein-deer and musk-oxen, which indicated 
their route to be directly to the northward. The 
time of the return of these anitnala to Melville 
Island, from the continent, is thus satislactorily 
ascertained ; and it was suggested by Captiun 
Sabine, a circumstance worthy of remark, that the 
period of their migration had occurred with the first 
fine weather which took place ader the commence- 
ment of constant day-JIght. In examining the seeds 
and small buds contained in the maw of the liird 
killed by Mr. Beverly, they were found to consist 
entirely of the naiive plants of the island, and pmi- 
pi[»ftlly those of tiie dwarf-willow, so that the liird 
had perhaps arrived a day or two before that time. 
On the ^Ath. two or three coveys of ptarmigan were 
seen, after which they became more and more 
I, and a brace or two were almost daily 



procured for tlie sick, for whose u9c they were 
exclusively reserved. As it was of the utmost im- 
portance, under our present circumBCances, that 
etery ounce of game which we miglit thus procure 
should be served in lieu of the other meat, I notr 
renewed the orders formerly given, and which after- 
wards obtained among' us the name of " game-laws," 
that every animal killed was to be considered as 
public property; and, m such, to be regularly issued 
likeany other kind i)f provision, without tboslighteEt 
distinction between the messes of the officers and 
those of the ships' companies. 

Some of our men having, in the course of their 
shooting eicorsions, been exposed for several hours 
to the glare of the sun and snow, returned at oig-bt, 
much affected with that painliil iuUamtnatton in tho 
eyes, occasioned by the reflection of intense light 
from the snow, aided by the warmth of the sun, and 
called iu America " anow-blindneas." This com- 
plaiut, of which the sensation exactly resembles that 
produced by large particles of sand or dust in the 
eyes, is cured by some tribes of American Indiaol, 
by holding them over the steam of warm water; but 
we found a cooling wash, made by a small quantity 
of acetate of lead mixed with cold water, more 
efficacious in relieving the irritation, which ' 
always done in three or four days, even in 
most severe cases, provided tlie eyes were carefully 
guarded from the light. Aa a jiri'ventive of ibit | 



complaint, a piet.'e of black crupe nas given to each 
luan, to be worn as a kind of short veil attached to 
the hat, which we found to be very aerviceHble. A 
etill more convenient mode, adopted b; some of the 
ofiicers, was found equally efficacious ; this coiisUted 
in taking the glasses out of a pdt of spectacles, and 
Bubstitutiug black or green crape, the glass having 
been found to heat the eye^, aud iiicrcase the irri- 

Tbe e:ihalations arising from the earth were about 
tills time observed to be very abundant, producing, 
during the day-time, much of that appearance of 
waving, tremulous motion in distant objects, which 
the French call mirage, and which was usually suc- 
ceeded by a fog at night, as Boon as the atmosphere 
bad become cold. 

On the 17th, we completed the operation of 
cutting the ice round the Hecla, which was jier- 
formed in the following manner ; the ice alongside 
the ships was found to be six feet thick, being about 
^ghteen inches less than the average tiiickness of it 
in Winter Harbour, owing principally to our having 
eiHitinued to cut it round the shi]is for some time 
aAcr the commencement of the winter, andin part, 
perhaps, to the snow with which it had there been 
thickly covered. We began by digging a large 
hole under the stern, being the same as that in 
I which the tide-pole was placed, in order to enter 
saw, which occupied ua nearly two days, only u 



small number of men being able to work at it. In 
ibe mean time, all the mow aiid rubbish was clitaied 
awny from t!ie ship's side, leaving only the solid ice 
to wotk upon ; and a trench, two feet wide, was cut 
the whole length of-tlicEtarboard side, from the 
stem to the rudder, keoping within an inch or two 
of the bends, and taking care here and there to 
leave a dike, to prevent the water which n.ighl 
ooze into one part from filling up the others la 
which the men were working. In this manner was 
the trench cut with axes, to the depth of about four 
feet and a half, leaving only eighteen inches for 
the flaws to cut, eicept in those places where the 
dikes remained. The saw, being then entered in 
the hole under the stem, was worked in the usual 
manner, being suspended by a triangle made of 
three spars ; one cut being made on the outer part 
of the trench, and a second within an inch or two 
of the bends, in order to avoid injuring the plankS' 
A small portion of ice being- broken off now and 
then by bars, handspikes, and ice-chisels, floated to 
the surface, and was hooked out by piecemeal. 
This operation w^is a cold and tedious one, and 
required nine days to complete it V 
workmen had this morning completed tlje trenok 
within ten or twelve feet of the stern, the ship 
suddenly disengaged herself from the ice, to which 
she bad before been firmly adheriug on the larboard 
side, and rose in the water about ten inchi 
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and nearly eighleen inches forward, with a ton- 
Biderable surge. This disengagemeDt, to which the 
sailors natiirallj applied the term ' launching:,' p""- 
firmed my euppoeition, that the ship wua held bo 
fast by the ice, as to make it dangerous to alter 
materially the stowage of the holds, but in a 
taauner th f h had appre- 

hended. Ti re ra h w ver, on con- 

sideration as d ffl p ain. In the 

course of b h st g dd winds about 

the ships had m d d ma drifl of «uuw> 

seven or e gh d p n and, perhaps, 

w^ghing a hundred tons ; by which the ice, and 
the ships with it, were carried down much below 
the natural level at which they would otlierwise 
have floated. In the mean time the thips had 
become considerably lighter, from the expenditure 
of several months' provisions ; so that, on both 
these accounts, they had naturally a tendency 
to rise in tile water as soon as they were set at 

The ships being now once more feirly atioat, I 
directed a strict and careful survey to be com 
menced of all the provisioDs and stores of every 
kind remaining on board each ship, and at the same 
time the Griper to be supplied with the quantity 
which the Hecia had stowed for her, amounting 
nearly to the proportion of evory kind for twelve 
months. In the mean lime, a party of hands were 



occupied in breakings and weighing the atones (or 
ballast, while olbera were getting out the siuta and 
boats, and our carpenters, armourerB, coopers, and 
sailmakera, having- each their respective emplof- 
meuls, our little colony now presented the most 
busy and bustling scene that mti be imagined. 
It was found necessary to caulk every part of the 
upper works, as well as all the decks, the seams 
' baviiig been bo much opened by the frost, a» to 
at least one, and in many parts two threads 
■ lot oakum, though the ship had scarcely ever 
■latmured at all since she was last caulked. I alio 
^«t this time laid out a small garden, plantingit trith 
radishes, onions, mustard, and cress ; and a similar ' 
^empt was made by Lieutenant Liddon ; but, 
notwithstanding every care and attention whkb 
could be paid to it, this eiperiment may be laid 
to have wholly failed, the radishes not exceeding, an 
inch in length by the latter end of July, aud tlw 
other seeds being altogether thrown away, Not 
even a single crop of mustard and cress* could be 
thus raised in the open air ; and our horticulture 
, therefore, once more confined to my cainrii 
Jtthere, at the present mild temperature of the 
ere, those two vegetables could be raised 
'without any difficulty, and in considerable abund- 
ance, t may remark, liowever, that a 
ship's peas, which were sown by our pcoiilc 
their amusement, were found to thrive so welt. 



had I been sooner awiire of it, a great (|U3ii(ity ol" 
the leaves at leuBt of this v^eiable might have been 
grown, which, when boiled, and eaten as greens, 
would have been no small treat to persons (Ie|irived 
of fresh vegetable substance for more thaii ten 
months. IC is not improbable, also, that by the 
assistance of glass, the want of which deprived us 
of the op|)ortu:nily of making the experiment, a 
great deal more might have been done in this way> 
not uitha landing the miserubto climute with which 
we had to contend. 

About the 2Ut we began to [lerctive a daily 
diminution of the snow upon the land, the brown 
Roil appearing in patches, where hitherto the snow 
had completely covered it ; and on the 2.5rd, in the 
course of a walk whieh we took to the Table-hill, 
to the weiitward of the ships, n^e had the satisfaction 
of being able tu fill a pint bottle with water from a 
small pool of melted snow, having a quaulity of 
eond niiied witli it, a eircumaiance which we always 
found to fuvour the thawing process. There cannot 
perhaps, be a. mote striking proof of the extreme 
severity of ihe'climate of Melville Island than the 
IdCt, that this was the Bret instance we hud known 
of water, naturally in a duid state when exposed to 
tlie atmosphere, and unassisted by artilieiul means, 
encli as tliose which I have already described as 
having occurred in one or two instances under the 
ship's slMM, siucc the middle ol' the preceding 



September, being an interval of more than aght 
months. During this eicuraon, too, v/c diacovered, 
with pleasuro, ihat the sorrel was eitretnely ahnnd- 
ant in the neighbourhood of the ships, a root or two 
of this valuable anci-scorbutic plant occurring ia 
almost every tuft of mosa which we met with. No 
appearance of its beginning to vegetate could jet, 
however, be peret-ived ; and we began to look with 
impatience for the sprouting of ils leaves, from 
which ne hopedto obtain a supply offresh vegetable 
matter, of n'hit^b, perhaps, in reality, we all b^an 
to stand in need. 

Having considered that an examination of the 
extent and productions of the island might be a 
ducive to the improvement of the geography a 
natural history of these regions, Eind the good state 
of health enjoyed by ihe crews permitting a c. 
number of men to be spared from each ship during 
their equipment for sea, I now determined to under- 
take a Journey into the interior, for this purpoRe, 
accompanied by a certain number of officers and 
men who volunteered their services on the 
sion; and the 1st of June was iiied for o 
parture. 

Early on the morning of the 24th, Mr. Allison 
reported that he had felt a few drops of rain bll 



upon his face, an 
to anticipate so 
much satisfactioi 



It which he had scarcely dared 

, but which wa£ hailed n 

4 nothing appears to be 



effectual as rain in produciug; the dissolution of the 
ice. The clouds had a watery appearance through- 
out the daj, and at half-past eight in the evening: 
we were agreeaijiy surprised by a. smart shower of 
rain, which was shortly after succeeded by sevBral 
others. We had been Bo unaccuetoiDed Co see water 
naturally in a fluid state at all. and much less to tee it 
fall from the heavens, that such an occurrence became 
a matter of considerable curiosity, and I believs 
every person on board hastened on deck 
BO interesring as well as novel a jihei 
Tiiin which fell in the course of the evening 
Beveral little pools upon the ice, which now re- 
mained unfrozen for twelve or fourteen hours in the 
day, as did also the aea-water around the ship. 
Two ivory gulls were reported to have been 
in the course of this day by a party employed in 
cutting turf on shore. 

I am now to mention an occurrence u'hich took 
place at tliis period, and on which I should gladly 
• be silent, bul that it is intimately connected with 
the important subject of the health of seamen in this 
and in every other climat*. 'it was reported to mu,' 
through one or two of the Hecla's petty-officers. 
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3 rocord, and who had luti-ly b('<^ cured, by the 
rather severe 
] ill the frequent h 
quantity of the ekii 



, oaling with his bread > 
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of the water in which salt meat is boiled, called bjr 
the eailore "slush." Tliia kind of fat or grease, 
which is always understood to be a perquisite of the 
cooks in Hia MajeEty's navy, and the use of which 
is well known to be in the highest degree prodactiie 
of acuFTj, bad always been a source of consider 
anxiety and apprehension to me during the voyage- 
Soon after our leaving Eng-land, nhen the bsuing of 
tail meat commenced, 1 sent fur the cook of the 
Heda, and, in presence of the officers, warned him 
on no account ever to permit a particle of thb stush 
to be used by the ship's i:ompany ; and, on condition 
of his faithftilly complying with this injunctioB, 1 
periaittcd him, under certain restrictiona, to preserve 
it in casks for his own future benefit. With theia 
directions the cook had, 1 believe, punctually com* 
plied till the middle of the winter, when he had been 
gradually led into a practice of furnishing the pea[de 
occasionally with a small quantity of fat to bum in 
their lamps ; of this the man alluded to had, U 
seeina, taken advantage, and used it as an article of ^ 
diet in the urnnner described. Being determined 
^immediately to check so pernicious a practice, I 
larged him with his oifence in presence of tha 
and ship's company, pointing out to the 
aine time, the ingratitude with which be hi 
laepaid the care taken of him during bis late illnei 
lit gave me great satisfaction to find that the m 
jVere disposed to view Ibis act with a degree of' 




I indignation little short of that ^hiFli I Telt it mj 
I duty to eipresB on this oecaaion, some of them, as 
I found, havinp repeatedly spoken to him before 
npon the subject. HiiTiDg'. therefore, directed that. 
the offender should be punished by wearing upon 
his back a badge, which would expose him for s 
time to the eoncempt and derision of his shipmates, 
I felt satisfied that no future instance would occur 
I of an offence which might prove so f^tal to the 
cause in which we were engaged. 

Early on the luoming of the 29th, the wind in- 
I creased to a fresh gale from the northn-ard and 
' westward, which continued during the day, with a 
heavy fall of snow and a tremendous drift, that 
prevented our seeing to the distance of more than 
twenty yards around the ships. Tlie following day 
being fine, I took my travelling party to the top of 
the north-east hill, in order to try the carl, which 
' had lieen constructed for carrying the tents and 
baggage, and which appeared to answer very well. 
L The view from this hiH was not such as to offer 
much encouragement to our hopes of future ad- 
vancement to the westward. The sea still presented 
the same unbroken and continuous surface of solid 
I and impenetrable ice, and this ice eould not be less 
than from six to seven feet in thickness, as we knew 
I it to be about the ships. When to this circumstance 
[ was added the consideration, that scurcclr the 
I slightest aymi>tr>ms of thawing had yet appeared. 



ttiti tliat in lliree weeks from this period the j 
vtuuld again begin to decline to the southwaNl 
must be confessed that the mast sa.ng'uine and 
. thusiBStic among ua had sonic reuson to be stages 
in the eipecitationa they had formed of the compl 
accomplishment of our enterprise. 



CHAPTER Vlir. 



ffl MeWille lilaod lo the Northern 
im tu the SUipa by a difiereot Ron 



The weather beiiie ftLvoiirable on the morning of 

the 1st of Juno, I made such arrangements as were 

neceasary, previous to my departure on our iutended 

journey. I directed Lieutenanti Liddon and 

Boechoy to proceed with all possible despatch in 

the equipment of the ships fur sea, having them 

ready to sail by the end of June, In order that we 

might be able to tuke advantuge of any favouruhle 

alteration in the Bta.te of the ice at an earlier period 

, than present appearances allowed us to anticipate. 

The party Belected to accompany me, out of the 

numerous volunteers on this occasion, consisted of 

Captain Sabine, Messrs. Fisher, Nias, and Reid, 

Seijeant M'Mahon,of the marines, Seijeant Martin, 

j of the artillery, and three seamen and two marines 

L belonging to both ships, making a total of ttvelve, 

including myself. We were supplied with proviKions 

L for three weeks, according to the daily proportion 

I of oni> pound of biscuit, twO'thirda of a pound of 

D Donkin's preserved meatjoneounceofsnlep powder, 
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one ounce of sugar, nnd half a pint of apiriU for 
each man. Twotent9,of the kind called in the army 
horsemen's tents, were made of blankets, with two 
boarding'-pikcs, fixed across at each end, and a ridge- 
rope along the top, which, with atones laid upon the 
foot of the blankets, made a very comfortable 
and portable shelter. These tents, with the whole 
of the provisions, K^ether with a conjumr oi cooking 
apparatus, and a smalt quantity of wood for fuel, 
amounting in the whole to eight hundred pounds, 
were carried upon a strong but light cart, eon- 
Etructed for the purpose ; this method llaving been 
decided on as the most convenient for the couotry 
in which we were about to travel. 

Each officer and man was also furnished with a 
blanket made into a bag, with a drawing-string at 
each end, a pair of spare shoes and stockings, a 
flannel shirt, and a cap to sleep in. The clothing 
and blankets were carried on our backs in knapsacks, 
thwte of the officers weighing from seventeen to 
twenty-four pounds each, and one between every 
two men weighing twenty-four-pounds, to be carried 
for half a day alternately. Mr. Dealy, with a party 
of three men, was appointed to attend us for the 
first day's journey, to assist in carrying our haggage, i 
and then to return to the ships. 1 1 was my intention 
to proceed as directly north as possible, and, if « 
came to the sea in that direction, to turn to th 
westward, making such a circuit in returning t 
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Winter Hartiuur as migUt occupy irom one to three 
neclu, according to circumBlancea. It was proposed 
to travel entirely at night, if any part of the twenty- 
four hours could properly now be bq called, when 
the sun was constantly iibove the horizon. ThU 
plan was considered to be advauti^euuB, both for 
the sake of sleeping during- the wannth of the day, 
and to avoid, us much as possible, the glare of the 
sun upon the snow while travelliug. 

At five P.M., WG left the ships, accompanied by a 
large party of officers and nioii from each, who were 
desirous of relieving us liom the weight of our 
kuapGacke for an hour or two ; and, having- been 
cheered by the ships on our departure, we went 
round the head of tlie harbour, and ascended the 
north-east hit!. This route was chosen on account 
of the ground being clear of snow only on the ridges 
and higher parts of the land. Our companions left 
us at eight p.u., and we proceeded across a level 
plain almost enlirely covered with snow, which, 
however, was to hard as to make the travelling very 
good ; and the catt was dragged along without diffi- 
culty. At eleven p.m., we came to three remarkable 
round hills i composed entirety of sand and masses 
of sandstone, and halted to dine close to the north- 
ward of them. Those parti of the land which were 
clear of snow appeared to be more productive than 
those in the immediate neighbourhood of Winter 
Harbour, ihe dwarf-willow, eorrel and poppy being 



more abunduiit, and the moss mi 
could not, however, collect a sufKuient quantity of ' 
the sleiidei wood of the willow, in a. dry state, ft 
the purpose of dissolving snow for water, and wer 
therefore, obliged to uiie a part of the fuel which vt 
had provided for that purpose. The thermometer 
stood at Si" at might. 

Having set ofl' soon after midnight, at the distance 
of hair a mile in a N. b. E. direct 
piece of trozea water, half a mile in length and two 
hundred yards wide, situated on the south side of 
the ran^e of hills which bouad the prospect from 
Wiuter Harbour. The ice on the surface of this 
lake, or pond, was in some parts nearly dissolved, 
and in all too soft to allow us to cross it. We here 
saw a pair of ducks, one of which being white and 
the other brown, we supposed them to be of that 
species called king ducks. We soon after came in 
sight of an extensive level space to the north-west- 
ward, upon wjiicli not a single dark spot could be 
distinguished even with a glass, to break the uni- 
tbrmity of the snow with which it was covered, till 
it appeared to terminate in a range of lufly hills, 
which we had occaEioually seen from the southward, 
and which, from the appearance given them by their 
distance, we had called the Blue Hills. ^We had, 
for some time past, entertained an idea, from thdr 
bold and precipitous appearance in some parts, that 
water would be found at ths foot of them ; and hwl | 



we not been certain that we had notv ascended three 
or four hundred feet above the level of Winter 
Harbour, the appearance of the plaio before ue, 
which resembled a branch of the sea covered with 
ice, would have confirmed us in this idea. We 
halted at half-past sii, /,.«„ and pitched the tents on 
the hardest ground we could find, but it became 
quite swampy ill the course of the day. We killed 
eeven ptarmigan, and saw two plovers, and two deer, 
being the first we had met with this season, with a 



o doubt of its having 
nival of the female upon 
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been dropped ai 

the island. They were so wild s 
to approach them within a quarlcr of a mile. The 
day was fine, with light and variable airs ; tlie ther- 
mometer stood at a4° in the shade, at seven a.m., at 
which time it was nnfortunately broken. 

As we proceeded to the northward, the delusion 
respecting the level plain to the westward began to 
wear off, some brown spots being here and there 
perceptible with a glass, which left no doubt of its 
being principally, if not entirely, land. Beyond 
this plain, however, there vms a piece of bold land 
in the distance, having every appearance of an island. 
lying between the Blue Ilills on the north and some 
high land to the south. There was a bright and 
dazzlii^ ice-blink over the plain of snow, and eiactly 
corresponding witli it as to extent and position. 

Having halted three hours to dine and rest, we 



i 



again set forward al two a.m., on tlip 3td, crossiiig 
one or tvro ravines, running E.N.E. and W.S. W., 
which there was a larg:e collection of snow, hut 
yet no appearance of vrater in the bottom of them. 
Csplun Sabine and mvself, being; considerably a-head 
of the rest of the pattj, had sat down to wait 
them, when a fine rein-deer came trotting up, and 
played round us for a quarter of an hour, within 
thirty yards. We had no gun, nor do 1 know that 
we should have killed it if we had, there being 
already as much weight upon the cart as the i 
could well drag, and having no fuel to spare 
cooking ; besides, we felt it would have been but an 
ill return for the con6dence which he seemed willing 
to place in us. On hearing our people talking on 
the opposite side of the ravine, the deer im 
diately crossed over, and went directly up to them, 
with very little caution ; and, they being less b 
pulous than we were, one or two shots were im 
diately fired at bim, but without elFect ; on which 
he again crossed over to where we were silting, 
approaching us nearer than before. As soon at 
rose up and walked on, be accompanied us like * 
dog, sometimes trotting a-hcud of us, and then 
returning within forty or fifty yards. When we 
halted, at eli a.m., to make the usual observationa, 
he remained by us till the rest of the party came 
and theu trotted off; The rein-)lcrr k by no mea 
gruccful animal t its high shoulders, nnd an awkwud 



stoup in its heiul, giving it rather h deformed nppeur- 
ance. Our new aequ^ntaiice had no horns i be wa« 
of a brownish colour, viilh a black saddle, a broad 
black rim round the eyes, aud very white about tJie 
tail. We observed that, whenever iie was about to 
tet off, he made a sort of jilayful gambol, by rearing 
on his bind legs. 

A fog, which bad prevailed during the early part 
of the day, having cleared away in the alleraoou, we 
struck the tenia at five p.h., and having travelled 
three-quarters of a mile, came to a ravine nut less 
Uian a hundred feet deep, antl in most parts nearly 
perpendicular. A place vas at length found in 
which the c»rt could be got acroxs, which we suc- 
ceeded in effecting, through very deep snow, after 
an hour's labour. On the north side of this ravine 
large masses of sandstone were lying on the surface 
of the gronnd, over which the cart could with diffi- 
culty be dragifed : and we remarked on this, and 
several other occasions, that the Etoues which were 
bruised by the wheels emitted a strong smell, like 
that of fetid limestone when broken, though we 
could never discover any of that substance. In some 
of the sandstone we found pieces of coal embedded ; 
and somo large pieces of a slaty kind of that mineral, 
which burned indifferently, were also picked up in 
ihe ravine. 

We had hitherto, as we Judged, rather ascended 
tbun ulhcrwise since leaving the north-east hill of 



Winter Harbour, and the height of thU part of the 
island may be esdmated at three or four hundred 
feel aboTc the le^el of the Bca. At two miles ajid » 
quarter to the northward of the ravine, we entered 
upoD a snowy plain, of which we could not see the 
termination to the northward. Here and there onlr 
we came to a small patch of uncovered land, on one 
of which we observed the sand and sandstone to he 
tinged of a light brick colour. We baited to dine • 
before midnight, having made good by our account 
adistanceof only five miles, and that with difficulty, 
the snow being sofl, which made travelling- very 
laborious. We found here nothing but two small 
pools of dirty water, but as it was of importance to 
save our wood in case of acddents, we went on an 
allowance of half a pint of this water eacti, rathra 
than espend any of it in melting anow, a process 
requiring more fuel than perhaps those who have 
never made the experiment are aware of. There 
was no vegetation in this place, even the poppy 
having now forsaken ua. 

Ac two o'clock on the morning of the 4th we con~ 
tinued on our journey to the northward, over the 
same snowy and level plain as before, thun which it 
is imposiible to conceive anything more dreary and 
nnintereeting. It frequently happened that, for an 
hour together, nota single spot of uncovered ijtDUiuI 
could tie seen. The few patches of this kind forcibly 
reminded one ul' the description given of the a 
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in the deserts of Africa, not only beeaiiae they 
relieved us for a time tram the intense glare of 
the sun upon the snow, which was cKtreinely op- 
pressive to the eyes, but it was because on these 
alone that we could pitch our tents to rest, or that 
we could expect to meet with any water. The 
breeze freabencd up to a gale from the S.S.G. as we 
proceeded, atid the men, as if determined not to 
forget that ihey ueie eailors, act a la^ge blanket 
upon the cart as asai),which,upon the present level 
ground, was found to be of material assistance. The 
snow waa deep, and rather soil, which made the 
travelling heavy ; and, as the wind produced u good 
deal of snow-drift, most of the bare patches of 
ground became covered up, so that when our time 
for baiting had arrivi:d, nut a piece of ground could 
be seen on which to ijitch the tents. Captain Sabine 
and myself went forward to look out for a spot, and 
at length were fortunate to meet with one, on which 
there was just room for onr little encampment. It 
was with some difficulty, by building a wall with 
atones and our knapaucks, that we prevented its 
being covered with snow before the party came 
up, which th^y did at half- past seven a.u., having 
travelled ten mites in a N.W.b.N. direction. We 
saw a few fox-tracks, but no animala, nor the s,nallest 
eyraptom of vugetation, during this march. It is 
improbable, however, that these snowy plains, 
when uncovered by the warmth of summer, may 
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prL-scLit a mure luxuriant vegetation tbaii U elsc- 
wliure to be met with on this ialaod. 

By tlie time we had secured tlic tenis the wind 
blew bard, witb a continued fall as well as drift of 
snow, so that we could not but consider ouraelvd 
fortunate in having- met with a spot of ground in 
good time. Notwithstanding- the inclemencj of 
the weather, we found the tents afford us very 
comfortable and sufficient shelter, the cart being 
tilled up to windward of them, so as to break in 
some measure the violence of the wind ; and when 
wrapped up, or rather inclosed in our bliujket~ 
bags, we were generally quite warm enough to 
enjoy the most sound and refreshing repose. 1 may 
here notice, once for all, that the moment the tent* 
were pitched, however short the time for which it 
was proposed to halt, every man was directed 
immediately to change his shoes and stockings, and 
at the same time had his feet examined by Mr. 
Usher. As it froze hard every nig-ht, we used only 
to get our things dried during the noon haldng, so 
that we were always under the necessity of putliiig 
on the same wet boots and stockings alter resting 
at midnight. This was the only way to make i 
tain of dry stockings for sleeping in, and as we were 
sure to be wet in half an hour after starting, otir 
putting on wet ones to walk in was of little i 
queiicc. 1 insist the more ou ibis circumstance, 
because it is to our attention to tliese precaudonl. 



that I attribule the good, health we enjoyed duriii|r 

I the journey. 

' It contiuued to blow and snow till seven p.w^ 

when the wind having veered to the S.W., and 

' become more modemte, we struck the tents ; and 
having now placed the men's knapsacks on the cart 

I to enable them to drag with greater facility, we 

i proceeded on our journey to the northward. We 

I passed a narrow but deep ravine lying across our 
couree, in some parts of which the snow reached 
nearly to a level with the banks, forming a. kind of 
bridges or causeways, on one uF which we crossed 
without difficulty. The men had hoisted one sail 
upon the cart at first setting off ; but the wind being 
now, as they eipiessed it, " on the larboard quarter," 
a. second blanket was rigged as a main-eail, to their 
great amusement as woU as relief. 

After crossing a second ravine, on 'the north side 
of which the ground roae considerably, we entered 

I upon another snowy plain, where there was nothing 
to be seen in any direction but snow and sky. To 
make it the more dreary, a thick fog came on as 
the night advanced, and as this prevented our 
taking any mark more than fifty or a hundred yards 

I' a-head, we had to place the compass, by which we 
were now entirely travelling, upon the ground every 
, five minutes ; and as it traversed with great slug- 
I gishnesa, we made a very crooked and uncertain 
course. For more than two hours we did not pass 
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H si[igle spot of Hncovered ground, nor even a stone 
projecting above the snow. 

The weather being at length too fogg:y to proceed, 
we sat down on our kiiapsauka for a short time, and 
then continued our journey, the fog being lotne- 
nhst less thick. At one a.u. we came to a few i 
lar^ Btones sticking up above the snuw, and as 
the people were a good deal fatigued, and I wbe U 
the same time desirous not to run the lisk which 
might be incurred by sntFering them to lie upon 
the snow, we determined lo try what could be 
done in picking out the stones, one by one, and 
paving a spot for the tents over it. Tits plan 
succeeded, and after an hour's work we completed 
a dry, though hard flooring, for our encampment. 
This being properly our dinner-tiioe for the 4th of 
June, though our meal had been unavoidaltlj 
delayed beyond that day, we did not forget to drink 
His Majesty's health in both tents, not awa: 
the time that our venerable Mo]ian;h had i 
months before paid the debt of nature. 

The fc^ conlinned too thick to allow us to i 
till six A.M., at which time we resumed our journey. I 
There was a broad and distant haze-bow of very I 
white and dazzling light directly opposite 
The weather being still too foggy to see ma;c tha> i 
a quarter of a mile a-head, it was with considBrabta I 
dilHcuUy that we could proceed on a toloraUy J 
sUaigbt course. To effect this, it was necesstU7M 
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determine the point on which we were walking by 
the bearing of the sun, which was still visible, and 
the apparent time, and then to take a mark a>head 
by which our course was to be directed. From 
the thickness of the weather, however, it was neces- 
sary to repeat this operation eve^y five or ten 
minutes, which, together with the uniform whiteness 
and intense glare of the snow, became so extremely 
painful to the eyes, that Mr. Fisher and ■ myself, 
who went a-head as guides, soon became affected 
with snow-blindness, and the headmost man at the 
cart, whose business it was constantly to watch our 
motions, began to suffer in a similar manner, and 
from the same cause. We had now also frequen* 
occasion to experience — what had so often occurred 
to us during the winter — the deception occasioned 
in judging of the magnitudes, and consequently the 
distances of objects, by seeing them over an unva- 
ried surface of snow ; this deception was nowso*much 
increased by the thickness of the fog, that it fre- 
quently happened that, just as we had congratulated 
ourselves on having pitched upon a mark at a suffi- 
cient distance to relieve us from the necessity of 
straining our eyes for a quarter of an hour, we 
suddenly came up to it ; and were obliged to search, 
and often in vain, for another mark, at no great 
distance, and subject to the same delusion. 

It may, perhaps, be conceived, then, under these 
circimistances, how pleasing was the relief afforded 

T 
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by our seeing, at eight a.m., a stripe of black or 
uncovered land a-head, which proved to be the 
bank of a ravine fifty or sixty feet deep, and three 
hundred yards wide, on the north side of which we 
pitched the tents, having made good only one mile 
and a hal( the ^ snow being so soft and deep as to 
make it difficult to drag the cart through it. This 
ravine was full of innumerable masses of sandstone, 
besides which we could not find a single mineral 
substance of any kind. By removing these, we 
found abundance of pure water, which tempted us 
to take this opportunity of cooking the grouse we 
had killed, on which we made a most sumptuous 
meal before we retired to rest. 

The latitude observed here was 75° 22' 43'', and 
the longitude, by the chronometer, 1J1° 14' 26", in 
which situation a cylinder of tin, containing an 
account of our visit, was deposited under a pile of 
stones eight feet high, and seven feet broad at the 
base. At half-past five p.m. we continued our 
march in a north-easterly direction, the wind being 
moderate from the S.S.E., with fine weather. 
Another of our party complained of snow-blindness, 
which always continued to be very painful during 
the time we were walking, but was generally 
relieved by the usual cool bathing and a few hours' 
rest. Our people were all supplied with crape 
veils, which, I believe, saved us a good deal of unea- 
siness from this complaint. 
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On leaving the ravine, where we had last halted, 
we entered on another snowy plain similar to those 
I have before described ; and, after travelling' 
several miles over it without a single object to 
produce variety, or to excite interest, came at length 
to a rising ground at half-past eleven, from which 
we descried some dark>coloured ground to the 
north-eastward, and shortly after some higher land 
at a considerable distance beyond it, in the same 
direction. The intermediate space looked like a 
sea covered with ice, or a very level snowy plain, 
and we were once more puzzled to know which of 
these two it would prove. Having reached a good 
dry spot for the tents, with plenty of water in the 
neighbourhood, we halted at midnight, having 
marched seven miles and a half in a N.b.E. direc- 
tion by account, but much more easterly by subse- 
quent observations. I cannot help remarking in 
this place how extremely liable to error any account 
must necessarily be of the course and distance 
made good during even a single day on a journey 
of this nature. 

The wind increased to a fresh breeze from the 
S.S.E. on the 6th with a sharp frost, making it very 
cold in the tents, which we therefore struck at four 
A.M., and at the distance of half a mile came to the 
summit of a hill overlooking what appeared to be a 
frozen sea before us. The distant high land beyond 
it, to the north-east^ now appeared a separate island, 

T 2 
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which it afterwards proved to be, and which I nauied 
after my friend and fellow-traveller. Captain Ed- 
ward Sabine, of the Royal Artillery. The brow 
of this hill, which, from the best estimate I could 
form, appeared to be from four to five hundred feet 
above the level of the sea, was covered with large 
masses of sandstone, over which we could scarcely 
get the wheels of the cart. We then descended the 
hill, with the intention of pushing forward to deter- 
mine whether the white and level space before us 
was the sea or not. We had not proceeded far, 
however, when the clouds began to gather heavily . 
in the south-east, and shortly after snow and sleet 
began to fall. Being unwilling, therefore, to allow 
the men's clothes to be wet, when there was no 
absolute occasion for it, we halted on a piece of dry 
ground, and having built a wall six feet high to 
shelter us from the weather, pitched the tents very 
comfortably under the lee of it, till the weather 
should allow us to proceed. 

We here saw one or two flocks of geese, which to 
judge from those we afterwards killed, were probably 
brent-geese, and were the first living animals we had 
met with for two or three days. We had occasion- 
ally, during that time, seen upon the snow the tracks 
of a solitary deer, but even these seemed now to 
have deserted a place so totally devoid of vegetation, 
that for miles together we scarcely met with a tuft of 
moss or a single l)oppy on which they could have fed. 
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The tracks of foxes and mice were also occasionally 
seen, but we did not meet with any of these animals 
in this dreary and uninteresting part of journey. 

At six P.M., the wind having gradually got round 
to the N.N.E., and the weather being more clear 
and cold, I set out, accompanied by Messrs. Nias 
and Reid, and a quarter-master of the Griper, with 
the intention of examining the situation and appear- 
ance of the sea to the northward ; leaving the rest 
of the party, several of whom were suffering from 
snow-blindness, though otherwise in good health, to 
remain quietly in the tents till our return. Having 
travelled N.N.W. a mile and a half through much 
deep snow, of which a good deal had fallen during 
the day, we came to some ice thrown up on the 
beach, having cracks in it parallel to the line of the 
shore, which we immediately recognised to be of 
the same kind as those to which we had so long 
been accustomed in Winter Harbour, and which 
are occasioned by the rise and fall of the tide. 
Such, however, was the sameness in the appearance 
of the sea and of the low shelving shore interposed 
for two or three miles between it and the hill we 
had descended in the morning, that, had it not 
been for the circumstances I have just mentioned, 
we shoidd still have been in great doubt respecting 
the nature of the level' space to the northward. The 
place where we came to the sea happened to be 
near the outlet of a ravine, and the upper surface of 

T 3 
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the ice was here covered with pools of fresh water, 
which had probably been forjmed by the streams 
from the ravine, and which at a little distance 
appeared, as usual, of a beautiful blue colour. We 
turned to the westward along the beach, and at the 
distance of two miles ascended a point of land in 
that direction, from whence we had a commanding 
view of the objects around us. As soon as we had 
gained the summit of this point, which is about 
eighty feet above the sea, and was named after Mr. 
NiAS, we had an additional confirmation that it was 
the sea which we had now reached, the ice being 
thrown upon the beach under the point, and as far as 
we could see to the westward, in large high irregular 
masses, exactly similar to those which had so often 
afforded us anchorage and shelter upon the southern 
shores of the island. Being desirous, however, of 
leaving nothipg uncertain respecting it, we walked 
out a few hundred yards upon the ice, and began 
with a boarding-pike and our knives, which were all 
the tools we had, to dig a hole in it, in order to 
taste the water beneath. After nearly two hours' 
labour, however, we could only get down as many 
feet, the ice being very hard, brittle, and transparent ; 
more so, as we imagined, than salt-water ice usually 
is, which made us the more desirous to get through 
it. I, therefore, determined to return to our people* 
and to remove our encampment to Point Nias, for 
the puq>osc of completing the hole through the ice 
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with a]] our hands, while we were obtaining the 
necessary observations on shore. 

On our return to the tents, we clined,and rested till 
one o'clock on the morning of the 7th, when we set 
out for the point, at which we did not arrive till half- 
past four, the snow being here so deep as to make 
the cart an improper, and, indeed, almost impracti- 
cable mode of conveying our baggage. It froze all 
day in the shade, with a fresh breeze from the north, 
and though the tents were pitched under the lee of 
the grounded ice upon the beach, we found it ex- 
tremely 'cold ; all the pools of water were frozen 
hard during the night, and- some of our canteens 
burst from the same cause. The people were 
allowed to rest afler their supper till four p.m., and 
were then set to work upon the ice, and in building 
a monument on the top of the Point. 

We saw nothing living in this spot, except a flock 
of five or six ducks, none of which were killed. 
There was scarcely any thing, except a little stunted 
moss and some lichens, which deserved the name of 
vegetation; and the only exception to the tiresome 
monotony of sandstone which had occurred for 
many days past, consisted in two or three pieces of 
red granite and of red and white feldspar, which 
several hours' search enabled us to find. Two pieces 
of drift-wood were also found upon the beach, from 
ten to twenty feet above the present level of the 
sea ; they were both pine, one of them being seven 
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feet and a half long, and three inches in diameter, 
and the other much smaller. They were both partly 
buried in the sand, and the fibres were so much 
decayed and separated, as to fall to pieces upon 
being taken hold of. 

We dined at midnight ; and at half-past one a.m. 
on the 8th, struck the tents, and drew the cart to 
the higher part of the Point, where we occupied 
two hours in completing our monument, which is of 
a conical form, twelve feet broad at the base, and as 
many in height. Within it were deposited a tin 
cylinder, containing an account of the party who 
had left it, and one or two silver and copper English 
coins. This monument may be seen at several 
miles distance from the sea or land side ; and, as 
great pains were taken by Mr. Fisher in con- 
structing it, it may probably last for a long period of 
years. 

Having now satisfactorily determined the extent 
of Melville Island to the northward upon this 
meridian, which corresponds very nearly with that 
of Winter Harbour, and finished all the requisite 
observations, I proposed pursuing our journey 
towards the Blue Hills, which were still in sight at 
the distance of several leagues to the westward ; 
and having advanced to the south-west as long as 
circumstances should appear to make it interesting 
or practicable, to return by a circuitous route to the 
ships. Wc travelled in a W. 3 S. direction, in order 
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to keep on a ridge along the coast, which afforded 
•the only tolerable walking, the snow being very- 
deep on the lower parts of the land. We had to-day 
frequent occasion again to notice a strong smell 
produced by the wheels of the cart going over the 
blocks of sandstone, similar to that of fetid limestone 
when recently fractured. We halted at^ half-past 
seven a.m. on a fine sandy ground, which gave us the 
softest, as well as the driest, bed which we had yet 
experienced on our journey, and which was situated 
close to a little hillock of earth and moss, so full of 
the burrows of hares as to resemble a warren. We 
tried to smoke them out by burning port-fire, but 
none appeared ; and it is remarkable, that though 
we constantly met with the dung of these animals, 
especially in this place, where it occurred very 
abundantly, we never saw one of them during the 
journey. As soon as we had halted, we found that 
Mr. Reid's knapsack had dropped off the cart ; he 
had therefore to go back to look for it, and did not 
return till eleven o'clock, being so much affected by 
snow-blindness as to be scarcely able to see his way 
to the tents. This circumstance was sufiicient to 
show the advantage, and even the necessity of 
travelling entirely by night under these circum- 
stances, the intense glare of light from the snow 
during the day inevitably producing this painful 
irritation in the eyes. Our present station, which 
yi'ds about half a mile distant from the sea, com- 
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manding an open view of Sabine Island and Cape 
Fisher, and the weather being very clear for obsei- 
vations, a short base was obtained for the survey 
between this and Point Nias. Hie only birds we 
saw here were a pair of ptarmigans, which were 
killed by Mr. Fisher. There was some moss, and 
a few short tufts of grass ; and we found, for the 
first time this season, the saxifraga opposUifolia 
coming out in flower, a remark which I afterwards 
found to occur in the Hecla's Meteorological Jour- 
nal at Winter Harbour on the following day. 

At a quarter-past five p.m. we resumed our jour- 
ney to the south-west, and soon after crossed a snowy 
plain a mile and a quarter in breadth, extending to 
the sea to the north, and as far as the eye could 
reach to the south. When we had travelled five 
miles, we began to ascend considerably, and were 
now entering upon the Blue Hills, the higher part 
of which, however, were three or four leagues 
distant to the westward of us. Having travelled 
S.W.b.W. seven miles, we halted, at half-an-hour 
before midnight, at the distance of three or four miles 
from the sea, the weather being very clear and fine, 
with a moderate breeze from the S.S. W. During the 
last march we passed over much uneven ground, of 
which a great deal was extremely wet ; moss, 
saxifrage, and short tufts of grass here became more 
abundant, and, interspersed among the former, some 
sorrel began to make its appearance. One or two 
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pieces of red granite, and some of feldspar, were all 
that occurred in this way to repay the tedious search 
which we had for many days been making to dis- 
cover any thing but sandstone. 

Having rested, after our dinner, till half-past two 
A.M., we set out again to the south-west, making, 
however, a very crooked course on account of the 
irregularity of the ground. Although this circum- 
stance made the travelling somewhat more laborious, 
we were glad to be among the hills, being heartily 
tired of the sameness which the snowy plains and low 
grounds present. In the first quarter of a mile, we 
passed the first running stream which we had seen 
this season, and this was but a small one, from six to 
twelve inches deep. The ground, as well as the 
pools of water, was frozen hard during the last night, 
but thawed during the day, which made travelling 
worse and worse, as the sun acquired power. We 
passed a few horns of deer, killed three ptarmigans, 
and saw a pair of ducks. The plumage of the 
cock grouse was still quite white, except near the 
tip of the tail, where the feathers were of a fine 
glossy black ; but in every hen which we had lately 
killed, a very perceptible alteration was apparent, 
even from day to day, and their plumage had now 
nearly assumecl that speckled colour which, from 
its resemblance to that of the ground, is so 
admirably adapted to preserve them from being 
seen at the season of their incubation. We 
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found it difficult in general to get near the hens« 
which were very wild ; but the male birds were at 
all times stupidly tame. Serjeant Martin, who 
was well acquainted with l)irds, reported having 
seen a pair of bank-swallows. We halted at seven 
A.M., having made only three or four miles, and 
found abundance of water, which allowed us the 
comfort of washing our flannel shirts, and putting 
on clean ones. From this time, indeed, we had 
more water than we wanted, the abundance of it 
making a great deal of swampy ground, through 
which the cart was dragged with great difficulty. 
The latitude observed at this station was 75° 26' 43", 
the longitude by chronometer being 111° 22' 41''. 

We pursued our journey at half-past five p.m., 
and found the ground extremely wet and swampy, 
which made the walking very laborious ; but we 
remarked that our feet always came to the frozen 
ground at the depth of eight or ten inches, even in 
those parts which were the most soft. At the 
distance of two miles and a half, we came to a 
ravine of which the principal branch, being not less 
than a quarter of a mile wide, took a N.N.E. and 
S.S. W. direction, and had a considerable stream of 
water running to the northward. Another branch 
from the S.E., which we crossed, was three hundred 
yards wide, and was as yet quite dry at the bottom. 
As the night came on, the weather became overcast, 
and a good deal of snow fell ; from which, however, 
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e people wf re shc^Itered by the sail which a, tresK'l 

northerly wfnil once more enabled thcni to set on 

■«o other ravines occurred within thrBe- 

quarters of u niilo, apparent!; coDiieclcd with a 

large one, and which it rc(iiiireil our utmost exertion 

49, the water being higlicr than our ktieeE in 

the middle, and the whole of the Bides of the ravine 

covered with deep and soft snow, into which the 

wheels of the cart sunk nearly to the axle, so tlmt 

we could only get it across by what sailors cull a 

' standing pull." The men haying got their trowsers 

wet, we continued our journey til) half-past eleven 

to give them a chance of drying, and then lialted, 

.ving only travelled four miles in a S.W. direction. 

'e met with abundance of sorrel in some parts of 

is journeyi its leaves were as yet scarcely the Eiie 

a sixpence, and almost entirely red. A few 

nrmigans and a couple of gcose were all the living 

. animals seen, but wc passed several tracks and boras 

At half-past two a.m., on the lOth, we struck the 
ents, and proceeded to the S.W^ the wind having 
got round to the S. E, with continued snow. Atlhe 
> distance of two miles we entered upon a level plain 
three miles wide, which, with the exception of a 
patch here and there, was entirely covered wiih 
, The uncovered parts of this plain were so 
IS to be almost impassable for the cart : and ue 
now as desirous of keeping on the .sno 
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the beginning of our journey from Winter Harbour, 
vee had been anxious to avoid it. The plain ter- 
minated by a ravine, on the south bank of which, 
finding good ground for the tents, and plenty of 
water, we halted at a quarter past seven, being in 
latitude, by observation, 75° 20' 54'', the longitude, 
by account, 111° 42' 15". 

The weather continued hazy, with snow occasion- 
ally, but our clothes dried in the sun towards noon; 
soon after which, however, the snow became more 
thick and constant, so that we could scarcely see a 
hundred yards around the tents. We wrnted for 
some time in hope of the weather clearing, and then, 
at a quarter-past five, continued our journey; as we 
were under the necessity, however, of directing our 
course entirely by compass, which is here a very 
uncertain and deceitful guide, we made but a slow 
and tedious progress. The wind freshened up to a 
gale from the S.E. soon after we had set out, which 
made it impossible for us any longer to pursue our 
journey, and we began to look out for a spot on 
which the tents could be pitched, so as to afford us 
a dry flooring, if not shelter, during the gale. 
Having crossed three ravines within a mile and a 
quarter, we at length came to a very deep one, 
which was nearly perpendicular on each side, with 
the snow over-hanging in some parts, so as to make 
it dangerous to go near the edge of the bank. We 
were at length fortunate in finding a narrow sloping 



ridge of snow, leading down to the bottom of tba'| 
rdvine ; and having descended this with same diffi- 
culty, we found such g-ood shelter as to determine 
me to iialt here for the iiig-hC, which now became 
more and more inclement. 

The weather continued vetj inclement during 
the night, hut we were so well sheltered, oa to be 
very comfortable in the tents, which answered every 
purpose for which they were intended, and without 
■which no warmth coidd have been obtained while 
resting. 1 may also here reroark, that the mode we 
had adopted with the blankets, of making them into 
ba^, appeared the warmest, and in erery respect 
the most comfortable as well us convenient which 
could have been devised. The wind gradually 
veered to the N.N.W. io the morning, and t 
weather having cleared up about half-past four, i 
struck the tents, and set off to the southward, 
south bank of the livioc being reurlf as steep, aod'^ 
much liigher than tlie otlier, it wus with consider- 
able labour and ditliculty that ne were able to get 
the cart up it, in wliich, huwerer, we succeeded by 
■ii o'clock, when we found that we were travelling 
on much higher ground than before, overlooking that 
frhich we had lell the preceding evening. Having 
pfoceeded four miles over a level country, with . i 
much snow upon it, we suddenly and uncipectedln 
eatne in sight M' the sea. or a lake, at the distance O 
two or three miles before us, just appearing betwee 
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two liig-li a.nd etecp liills wbich lerminated a dc»p 
and broad ravine. !□ a short time, we opened oul 
an island, which was soon riH-'Dgniscd to be llie saint 
which ue hitd seen to ihe eastwaid of us, on oui 
journey to the north, and which we now found U 
he situated in ihia lake or gulf. We hastened IbTWttrd 
to the point of the nenrcst hill, from whence the 
prospect was eitremely grand and picturesque. We 
were looking down nearly perpendicular from t 
height of eight or nine hundred feet, on an exlMt- 
wve plain of ice, of which, to the westward, we could 
perceive do temiiaalion for a distance of five o 
leagues, the prospect to the eastward being obstructed 
by other bills. A thick mist or vapour was at times 
carried rapidly along by the n 
which it was entirely confined, occasionally covering . 
the top of the island with a dense cloud. Tba 
impression made upon our minds at f 
that it was a frozen lake on which v 
looking ; but this conjecture, as it aflcrw&nli 
appeared, proved erroneous. The ravine at whieh 
had arrived discharges its waters into a sniy' 
s two or three miles deep, which v 
T Mr. BusHNAN, and at the head of whieh we 
w jiroposed resting, if a place could be found at 
-which our descent into the ravine could be effected^ 
Tlie sides of the ravine, which were very steep, were 
povered »ilh iunnmcrable lilocks of sandstone of 
every size and shape, over wliich alone any road 
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could be found to the cove below. It whs neccEsary , 
therefore, to muke the attempt, but it was impossible 
for [he beet built carriage to travel long on sucli a 
road ; and when we had lialf descended the bank 
which led into the ravine on its north side, the 
aile-tree broke short in the middle. The baggage 
was therefore taken off, and carried down to the 
bottom, where the tenia were pitched at eleven a.m., 
the wheels being left where tbecart broke down, aa 
sound ae at liraL 

The latitude observed here was 75" 12' 50", the 
longitude, by chronometer, 111° 50' 05", and the 
variation of the magnetic needle 125° 12' 22" 
easteriy. The wind being fresh from the W.N.W., 
and the weather being cold and rasr.we built a wall 
to windward of the tents, as a subsUtute for the usuul 
shelter afforded by the cart ; after supper, the people 
being a good deal fatigued, were allowed to rest till 
near midnight, and then employed in arranoing the 
baggage, so as to carry it on our shoulders for the 
rett of the journey. We saw here a great number 
of brent-geese, some ptarmigan, and many snow- 
buntings ; the conetaDt and cheerfid note of ihe 
latter reminded us of a better country. The wood 
which composed the light frame-work of the cart 
being now disposable as fuel, we were glad to make 
use of it in cooking a few ptarmigan, which afforded 
another sumptuous meal. It is not, perhaps, 
easy for those who have never eipcrienced it, to 



imagine how greaX. a luxury any thin^ warm in tLis 
wuy liecotiiCB, aller living entirely upon cold pro- 
visions for some time in this rigid climate. This 
c]iange waa occasionally the more pleasant to ui, 
from the circumstance of the preserved meats, on 
which we principally lived, being' generally at thi* 
time hard t'ruzen, when taken out of the canister*. 

Mavini; finished our arrangementa with respect 
to the baggage, which made it necessary that each 
of the men should carry between sixty and seventy 
pounds, and the officers from forty to fifty, we struck 
the tents ut half-past two on the morning of the 
12th, and proceeded along the eastern shore of the 
cove, towards a point which forms the entraoce on 
that side. The rocks above us, which here approach 
the sea within fifty yards, were composed of sand- 
stone in horizontal strata : and, in many parts of the 
clifi which overlook the cove, their appeannee 
resembled more the ruins of buildings than the work 
of nature. Large frBgments of stones, which hid 
fallen from above, were strewed about at the base 
of those precipices, filling up nearly the whole space 
between them and the beach. The head of Buak- 
nan Cove is one of the pleasantest and most habitaUe 
spots we had yet seen in the Arctic Kegions, the 
vegetation being more abundant and forward tbftn 
in any other place, and the situation sheltered and 
favourable for game. We found here u good detd 
,65, dwari'-willow, and saxifrage, and 




Cuptoiu Subiiie met witli a ranunculus in fiill 

We arrived at the point at five o'clock, aud as we 
could now perceive that the lake or gulf extended a 
considerable distance to the eastward, aa well as to 
ihe westward, ajid that it would require a longtime 
to go round in the former direction, I determined 
to cross it on the ice ; and as the distance to the 
opposite shore seemed too great fin one joumej^, 
the snow being- soft upon the ico, first to visit the 
island, and having- rested there, to proceed to the 
southward, Ilaviog walked five miles in a S.S;W. 
direcliou, we landed at seven a.m., near the south- 
east part of the island, which 1 named after my 
friend Mr. Hooper. We had now little doubt that 
we bad been travelling over agulf of the sea, as we 
had not seen any land enclosing it to the westward, 
, for wore tbantwopointaofthe compass, the weather 
being very clear ; but, as nothing could make this 
absolutely certain but tasting tlie salt-water, 1 had 
just signified my intention of occupying the rest of 
the day in digging a hole through the ico for this 
purpose, when one of the party having gono to a 
pool on the floe for some water to drink, found it lo 
be quite salt, and thus saved us any further trouble 
or doubt respecting it. The wind was fresh Iroia 
the westward, and the tents were pitched near the 
beach, under (he Ice of Ibc high part of the island. 
Captain Sabine and myself, liaving ascended to the 
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top. which IB on the east side from five to six, and on 
the west, ahoiit seven hundred feet ahove tlic sea, 
and in many parts nearly perpendicular, we had n 
commanding view of this tine gulf, which 1 aamed 
after my mucb-eateemed friend and brother-officer. 

Lie TEN* NT LlDDON. 

We rested till six p.u., and ihen set oS' across the 
ice for a point to the E.S.E. The snow had t 
became so soil after the heat of the 6ay, that, loaded 
BX we were, we often sunk nearly up to tho kuees, 
which made travelling very lahorioua, and we were, 
therefore, not sorry, to get on shore by half-past eight, 
having- wulked, by our account, three miles and a 
half. On landing we saw two deer, but they were 
too shy to allow our sportameu to come near thi 
Wc directed our course to the eoiith-eiist, along a 
narrow ridge of land interposed between llie seal 
a lagoon, whieh now madeits appearance at the back. 
In this neighbourhood we picked up the root i 
three feet of the trunk of a small pine-tree, about 
fifteen feet above the present level of the sea. 
passed also a part of the skeleton of a niusk.«^ 
IroEen hard into the ground. The soil here became 
very rich, and abounded with the Rncst moss, toge> 
ther with a great deal of grass, saxifrage, and poppy j 
and the tjuantity of dung which covered the ground 
showed it to be a feeding-place for the deer, mu 
oxen, and hares : the tracks of the former were 
I and recent. We halted at hal&past 
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eleven, Hocper'e Island being distant from us 6ve 
miJcs and a hulf in a W. b.N. direction. The night 
was remarkably clear a.ri<] fine, witli a light nind 
iron tlie westward. 

The spot on which we encamped appeared so 
tavourablo for ubtainitie; specitnena of the different 
animals which Trequenl this island, (hat i determined 
to remaio here one day for the purpose of sporting 
and e<camining its natural productions. 

The sportsmen w.ent out early in the morning, 
and soon after met with a roosk-oi feeding on a spot 
of luKurinot pasture-ground, covered with the dung 
of these animals, as well as of deer. They fired at 
him from a considerable distance, without wounding 
him, and ha set off at a very quick pace over the 
hills. The must-ox has the appearance of a very 
ill-proportioned little animal, its hair being so long 
as lo make its feet appear only two or three inches 
in length ; they seem, indeed, to be (reading upon 
it at .every step, and the individual in question 
actually did so in some instances, as the hair was 
found in several of the foot-tracks. When dis- 
turbed and hunted, they frequently tore up the 
ground with their horns, and turned round occa- 
sionally to look at their' piirsiuers, but they never 
attempted to attack any of them. Onr gentlemen 
also met with a herd of twelve deer, three only of 
which had liornF, and llioy were much the largest 
of the herd, and constantly drove the others a 
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when they attempted to stop. The birds seen by 
our people were many brent-geese and ptarmigans, 
several golden plovers, one or two *' boatswiuns," and 
abundance of snow-buntings. One or two mice 
were caught ; like several others we had seen, these 
were turning brown about the belly and head, and 
the back was of a dark grey colour. In every part 
of the island over which we travelled, the holes and 
tracks of these little animals were occasionally seen ; 
one of them which Seijeant Martin ran after, find- 
ing no hole near, and that he could not escape, set 
himself against a stone, as if endeavouring to defend 
himself, and bit the seijeant's finger when he took 
hold of him. 

On a point of land at the distance of three- 
quarters of a mile to the W.b.S. of the tents, and 
within a hundred yards of the sea, the remains of six 
Esquimaux huts were discovered ; they consisted of 
rude circles, about six feet in diameter, constructed 
irregularly of stones of all sizes and shapes, and 
raised to the height of two feet from the ground : 
they were paved with large slabs of white schistose 
sandstone, which is here abundant ; the moss had 
spread over this floor, and appeared to be the growth 
of three or four years. In each of the huts, on one 
side, was a small separate compartment forming a 
recess, projecting outwards, which had probably 
been their store-room ; and at a few feet distant from 
one of the huts was a smaller circle of stones, which 



I had coDiposed the fire-place. the mark of fire being 
still perceptible upon them. The huts which we 
bad Been upon Byam Marda laland, as well aa those 
I which we had vli«iled on the coast of Greenland in 
I 1818, had each one of these small circles attached 
' to then) ; there was also a separate pile of stones at 
I B little distance from the huts, on which the plar- 
I migan had lately taken up their abode, and which 

■ was probftblj another fire-plaee. If the Esquimaux 
deiive any part of their Bubsiatenco from the land, 
a.nd are under the necessitj of coming' to this high 
latitude in quest of it, they will, perhaps, no where 

{ find better fare for a month or six weeks than in 

I this neighbourhood ; far 1 have no doubt that, in 

the months of July and August, the ^me is here in 

great plenty. It is scarcely possible, however, upon 

the whole, that these people could long subsist on 

any part of Melville Island, (he summer season being 

much too short to allow them to lay in a sufficient 

stork of provisions for a long and severe winter. 

. It was remarked by Captain Sabine and Mr. FisUer, 

' who had both landed on Byam Martin Island, that 

the huts we had now discovered appeared to be 

■ more recently deserted than the others, 

j The day wm fine and clear, with a moderate 
I wind from the westward till four p.m., when it died 

iaway, and «-aB shortly after succeeded by a bTeoie 
from the southward, with a fall of snow. When w 
were setting off to the southward, a herd of five d 
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came towards the tents, but we did not succeed in 
killing any of them. We now travelled due south 
with the intention of getting sight of the Table Hills, 
and returning by that route to th^ ships, as there 
appeared to be nothing more within our reach of 
sufficient interest to detain us any longer from them. 
At eight P.M., finding that the people's clothes were 
becoming wet through by the sleet which fell, we 
halted and pitched the tents, the wind having 
freshened up to a strong breeze from S.E.b.S., and 
the night being very inclement. 

Early on the morning of the 14th, the wind veered 
to the westward, and the weather became gradually 
more clear ; we therefore continued our journey to 
the southward, and having passed over several 
ridges of high ground lying across our track, and 
crossed some ravines lying in a N.E. and S.W. 
direction, we came in sight of the Table Hills bearing 
S.E. of us, and at eight a. m. pitched the tents on 
some dry ground on the bank of a ravine. The 
snow-buntings, the only birds seen, were here very 
numerous, and were flying about our tents all day 
like sparrows. We moved on towards the Table 
Hills at five p.m., and crossed several ravines without 
much water in them, running generally to the north- 
eastward, and which, therefore, probably empty 
themselves into Liddon*s Gulf. As the Table Hills 
are almost entirely composed of the debris of lime- 
stone, while we had hitherto met with nothing but 
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sandstone, we were anxious to observe when the 
former would be found to commence, but we met 
with none of it till within a few hundred yards of 
the hills, when it began to occur in small pieces 
lying on the surface, with a little granite and feld- 
8par> the soil being still quite sandy. We halted 
between the Table Hills at ten o'clock, having 
travelled eight miles over very swampy ground, and 
with the snow up to our knees in some of the hol- 
lows. We met with no living animals during this 
part of the journey ; and it may be remarked 
generally, that we always found the game of every 
kind more abundant near the sea than inland, except 
on the north coast of Melville Island, which is too 
barren to afford them subsistence. 

As I was desirous of remaining here till after 
noon, to obtain observations for determining the 
situation of the Table Hills, the eastermost of which 
is the most conspicuous object on this part of the 
coast, as well as a mark for the anchorage in the 
bay of the Hecla and Griper, the people were em- 
ployed early in the morning in carrying stones to 
the top of it, where a monument ten feet high, and 
the same in breadth at its base» was erected by 
Mr. Fisher, and a copper cylinder, containing a full 
account of our visit, deposited within it. 

It may be imagined that we looked anxiously 
towards the sea for any appearance of open water 
in the offing, but nothing of this kind was visible, 

X 
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though the prospect was a commanding one, as far 
to the westward as a S.S.W. bearing. 

As soon as the observations were completed, we 
set off for Winter Harbour, and having passed over 
much rich and wet ground, abounding with sorrel, 
which now began to put forth its leaves with more 
vigour, arrived on board at seven p.m., having been 
met, and welcomed most heartily, by almost every 
officer and man belonging to the sliips ; and it was 
no small satisfaction to me to hear it remarked, that 
the whole of our travelling party appeared in more 
robust health than when we left them. 
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CHAPTER IX, 

Occurrences at Winter Harbour in the early Part of June — 
Gradual Dissolution of the Ice upon the Sea and of the 
Snow upon the Land — Hunting Parties sent out to 
procure Game — Decease and Burial of William Scott — 
Equipment of the Ships completed — Temperate Weather 
during the Month of July — Breaking up the of Ice near 
the Ships — Move to the lower Part of the Harbour — 
Sepamtion of the Ice at the Entrance — Prepare to sail — '• 
Abstract of Observations made in Winter Harbour. 

I HAD the happiness to find, on my return, that the 
officers and men in both ships continued to enjoy 
the same good health as before, with the exception 
of Scott, who was still the only man in the Hecla's 
sick list, and whose complaint seemed such as to 
baffle every attempt that had been made to produce 
an amendment. A constant disposition to fainting 
and a languid sort of despondency had been, for 
some time past, the only symptoms which had 
induced Mr. Edwards to continue the anti-scorbutic 
treatment ; and this it was sometimes absolutely 
necessary to discontinue for a day or tvro together, 
on account of the weak state of his bowels. During 
my absence he had been much worse than before, 

X 2 
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notwithstanding the greatest care and attention p$dd 
to him, but he was now once more better. He had 
lived almost entirely on the ptarmigan and ducks, 
of which a sufficient quantity had been procured to 
serve the sick and convalescent in both ships abun- 
dantly, and none had at this time been issued to any 
officer or man in the expedition. 

The equipment of the ships had gone on satisfac^ 
torily during my absence, the Griper being nearly 
ready for sea, the Hecla not quite so forward, on ac- 
count of the heavy work with the ballast, of which 
sixty-five tons had been brought on board, to-supply 
the deficiency of weightin her holds. The survey of the 
provisions, fuel, and other stores was completed, and 
the quantity and condition of them, with the exception 
of the lemon-juice and vinegar before mentioned, were 
found to be satisfactory. Indeed, the whole of the 
provisions was ascertained to be as good as when it 
came out of store, more than twelve months before, 
except a small quantity of bread and of sugar on the 
outside part of a few casks, on which a little moisture 
appeared, and which made it expedient to use those 
articles first. This excellent state of our provisions 
must, independently of the antiseptic properties of 
a cold climate, which is unfavourable to the process 
of putrefaction or the accumulation of vermin, be 
mainly attributed to the care which had been taken 
to supply us with every article of the best quality, 
and to pack the whole in strong, tight casks, which 
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were at dnce impervious to water and less liable to 
damage by accidents in the holds. With respect to 
Termih, I may here mention, that not a mouse, or 
rat, or maggot of any kind, ever appeared on board, 
to my knowledge, during this voyage. 

A very perceptible change had taken place in the 
ice of the harbour on its upper surface, it being 
covered with innumerable pools of water, chiefly 
brackish, except close in-shore, where the tides had 
lifted the ice considerably above the level of the 
sea. 

Being desirous of procuring as much game as 
possible during the remainder of the time we might 
be destined still to remain in our present inactive 
state, and finding that the short daily excursions 
which our sportsmen were enabled to make in the 
usual way, did not take them to a sufficient distance 
from the ships for this purpose, I directed a party 
of officers and men to be prepared from each ship, 
under Lieutenants Beecheyand Hoppner, to remain 
a few days out, at the distance of ten or twelve 
miles to the eastward and westward of the harbour, 
and to send in their game whenever any should be 
procured. They accordingly left the ships this 
evening, carrying with them tents, blankets, fuel, and 
the same allowance of provisions as was issued on 
board. Lieutenant Hoppner, who commanded the 
party which went to the south-west, was directed 
carefully to watch the ice, that any appearance of its 

X 3 
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breaking up might immediately be made known to 
me. Captain Sabine and his men were iiidefatig^bljr 
employed during the day in pitching a laboratory- 
tent, having a marquee within it, for the reception 
of the clocks, it being his wish, now that the weather 
was more favourable for the purpose, to occupy the 
whole of the time which might elapse previously to 
the sailing of the expedition, in making a fresh 
series of observations for the pendulums. At half 
an hour before midnight, a triple rsdnbow appeared, 
the outer arch being quite complete, and strongly 
tinged with the prismatic colours ; the second nearly 
perfect ; and the inner one being only perceptible 
near its eastern leg. 

A fog in the early part of the morning being dis- 
persed by the warmth of the sun, the weather became 
fine and pleasant. Having observed that the sorrel 
was now so far advanced in foliage as to be easily 
gathered in sufficient quantity for eating, I gave 
orders that two afternoons in each week should be 
occupied by all hands in collecting the leaves of this 
plant ; each man being required to bring in, for the 
present, one ounce, to be served in lieu of lemon- 
juice, pickles, and dried herbs, which had been 
hitherto issued. The growth of the sorrel was from 
this time so quick, and the quantity of it so great on 
every part of the ground about the harbour, that we 
shortly after sent the men out every afternoon for an 
hour or two ; in which time, besides the advantage 
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of a healthy walk, they could without difficulty pick 
nearly a pound each, of this valuable anti-scorbutic, 
of which they were all extremely fond. A part of 
the leaves thus daily collected was served to the 
messes, both of officers and men, and eaten in various 
ways, such as pickles, salad, in puddings, or boiled 
as greens ; in all of which modes it was constantly 
and abundantly used till we sailed from Winter 
Harbour, and for three weeks after, whenever an 
opportunity offered of sending on shore to procure 
it. Of the good effects produced upon our health 
by the unlimited use of fresh vegetable substances, 
thus bountifully supplied by the hand of Nature, 
even where least to be expected, little doubt can be 
entertained, as it is well known to be a never-failing 
specific for scorbutic affections, to which all persons 
deprived of it; for a length of time are probably more 
or less predisposed. It is reasonable, therefore, to 
attribute in a great degree to the use of the sorrel 
the efficient state of our crews at the time of our 
recommencing our operations at sea. We found 
also a few roots of scurvy-grass, but they were too 
rare and the leaves too small to be of any service 
to us. 

Mr. Wakeham, with a party from the S.W., 
returned in the evening from a shooting excursion, 
having killed the first deer that we had procured 
this season, which gave us sixty pounds of meat. A 
second, sent in by Lieutenant Beechey on the 19th, 
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weighed only fifty-two pounds when cleaned, thbuglr 
not of a very small size ; but these animals are: 
extremely lean on their first arrival from the south, 
and appear to improve in this respect very rapidly 
by the good feeding they find upon this island. 

By the 20th of June the land, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the ships, and especially in low 
and sheltered situations, was much covered with the 
handsome purple flower of the saxifraga opposttifoRaj 
which was at this time in great perfection, and gave 
something like cheerfulness and animation to a 
scene hitherto indescribably dreary in its appear^ 
ance. The poppy and some other plants, which 
will be described hereafter, and most of which ap- 
peared in flower during the month of July,>afroTded 
us a degree of enjoyment that made us for a while 
forget the rigour of this severe climate. 

The wind increased to a fresh gale from the 
north on the night of the 20th, and continued to 
do so during the following day ; so that Captain 
Sabine had great difficulty in keeping his tents 
secure, and in spite of every exertion the canvass 
came in upon one of them and put it out of its 
place. The ravines, which had no water in them a 
week before, were now discharging such deep and 
rapid torrents into the sea, as to render them quite 
impassable. The suddenness with which the changes 
take place during the short season which may be 
called summer, in this climate, must appear very 
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striking when it is remembered that, for a part of 
the first week in June, we were under tlie necessity 
of thawing artificially the snow, which we made use 
of for water during the early part of our journey to 
the northward ; that, during the second week, the 
ground was in most parts. so wet and swampy that 
we could with difiiculty travel ; and that, had we 
not returned before the end of the third week, we 
should probably have been prevented doing so for 
some time, by the impossibility of crossing the 
ravines without great danger of being carried away 
by the torrents, an accident that happened to our 
hunting parties on one or two occasions, in endea- 
vouring to return with their game to the ships. 
Lieutenant Hoppner sent in another deer, being 
the largest of a herd of fifteen, notwithstanding 
which, it only furnished us with seventy-eight pounds 
of venison. Lieutenant Hoppner reported that the 
pools upon the upper surface of the ice to the 
south-west were rapidly increasing in size and 
number, but that no indication of its breaking up 
had yet appeared. 

On the 22nd, at four p.m., a thermometer, in the 
shade on board the Hecla, stood at 51^, being the 
highest temperature we had yet registered this 
season. A swan was seen by Mr. Scallon on a pond 
to the S. W. : this was, I believe, the only bird of 
the kind seen during our'stay here, except a dead 
one which was picked up on our first arrival. 
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On the 24th » we had frequent showers of snow, 
which occur in thb climate more or less at all times 
of the year ; at this season, however, when the eartk 
is warm, it seldom or never lies on the ground for a 
whole day together. 

Captain Sabine, among the numerous difficulties 
he had to overcome in completing his series of 
observations for the pendulum, was now annoyed by 
the constant thawing and sinking of the ground, 
though much pains had been taken to lay a solid 
foundation for the clocks to stand upon ; fortu- 
nately, however, no serious inconvenience arose from 
this new annoyance. Lieutenant Beechey and his 
people procured another deer, and several hares and 
birds, which, added to the game already received, 
aflforded a supply sufficient to substitute for three 
days' regular allowance ; while near the ships 
scarcely a single bird could now be procured. Not 
doubting, therefore, of the advantage of this plan, I 
determined to continue it till near the time of our 
sailing, by relieving the parties after a certain 
number of days' absence. The men were, in general, 
particularly fond of these excursions, from which 
they invariably returned in the best possible health, 
though generally a little thinner than when they 
went out. As a matter of good policy, it was our 
custom to consider the heads and hearts of the deer 
as the lawful perquisites of those who killed them, 
which regulation served to increase their keenness 
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in hunting, while it gave the people thus employed 
rather a larger share of fresh meat than those who 
remained on board. 

Lieutenant Beechey, on his return from the east- 
ward at midnight on the 26th, reported that the ice 
along shore in that direction appeared in a more 
forward state of dissolution than near Winter Har- 
bour, there being almost water enough in some 
places to allow a boat to pass, with several large 
cracks in the ice extending from the land som^ dis- 
tance to seaward. The deer had now become much 
more wild near the tents, and it was therefore 
necessary to shift the ground a little. Lieutenant 
Beechey succeeded in killing one of these animals, 
by lying down quietly, and imitating the voice of a 
fawn, when the deer immediately came up to him 
within gun-shot. The horns of the deer, killed at 
this season, as Mr. Fisher remarks, were ** covered 
with a soft skin having a downy pile or hair upon 
it ; the horns themselves were soft, and at the tips 
tiexible and easily broken." The foxes, of which 
they saw several, ** had a black spot, or patch, on 
each side of the hind-quarters, or hams." Lieutenant 
Beechey reported also, that one of the Hecla's 
quarter-masters, who belonged to his party, had 
met with the crown-bone of a whale, at the distance 
of a mile from the sea, and considerably above its 
present level. Another was subsequently found in 
tt similar situation, more than a mile to the north of 
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the harbour, and nearly buried in the eartb,%hich 
was hard frozen around it. 

On the 29th, one of the men, in returning on 
board, from the daily occupation of gathering sorrel, 
found in a hole upon the ice a small fish, which 
appeared to be of the whiting species, and on going 
to examine the place where it was picked up, Mr. 
Edwards and myself found two others exactly 
similar. As there was yet no communication 
between the sea and the upper surface of the ice, 
sufficiently large to admit these fish, it became 
a matter of question in what manner they had 
got into the situation in which we found them. 
It appeared most likely that they were frozen on 
the surface of the water at the beginning of winter 
when the frost first commenced, and perhaps, 
therefore, had been floating there dead. We re- 
marked that, whenever any hard substance is laid 
upon the ice in small quantities, it soon makes a 
deep hole for itself, by the heat it absorbs and 
radiates, by which the ice around it is melted. There 
were at this time upon the ice innumerable holes of 
this kind, some forming small, and others large pools 
of water ; and in every one of these, without excep- 
tion, some extraneous substance, such as seaweed, 
sand, and not unfrequently a number of small putrid 
shrimps were found. In one of these holes the fish 
alluded to were found. It was curious to see how 
directly contrary was the effect produced upon the 
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ice bj a qnaotiiy of alraw which was put out upon 
it iQ the eoil; purt of May, and which, b; preventing 
the access of warmtli, had now become raided 
uhove the general surface more Ihan two feet j 
affording a strong' practical esamplc of the principle 
OD which stTuw is mude uae of in ico-houses, and, 
what was at that ticue of more importance to as, a 
proof how much the upper surikee of the ice had 
licen inaenslblj wasted b; dissolution. 

Lieutenant Hoppner returned, on the eTcaing of 
the 29th, from his hunting excursion to tha south- 
west, bringing with biin some game, and, what was 
to ua much more acceptable, the welcome informa- 
tion that the ice had been observed in motion in 
the offing on the 22nd. This circumstance was 6rst 
observed by Messrs. Sfcene and Fife, who were of 
Lieutenant Hoppner'a party, and who were awakened 
by a loud grbding noise, which, as they had soon 
the satisfaction to find, was occasioned by the heavy 
field-ice setting rapidly lo the eastward, at the dis- 
tance of five miles from the land, and apparently 
at tlic rate of a mile an hour. The wind was at 
this time moderate, but on the prcceiiiiig day it had 
tilowa a fresh northerly gale. 

Lieutenant Hoppner likewise reported, that 

he had, in the course of his late excursion, met 

with a lake between four and five miles in circum- 

ferenee, situated at the distance of twelve or four- 

L tMO tsilea to titu westward of the entrance of 
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Winter Harbour, and four miles from the sea. This 
lake was. still frozen over, but, from the nature of 
the banks, had the appearance of being deep ; and 
it is, probably, the same which Mr. Fife had fallen 
in with, at the time he lost his way in September, 
1819, and of the situation of which he had not been 
able to give any satisfactory account. 

On the 27th of June, William Scott, of whose 
complaint I have before had occasion to speak, had 
become quite delirious, and could only be kept in 
bed by force. Mr. Edwards was at first in hopes 
that this was the effect of some temporary cause, 
but was afterwards of opinion that it resembled, in 
every respect, a state of absolute and permanent 
derangement ; and this opinion was subsequently 
strengthened by some circumstances which only 
now came to our knowledge. 

For some days past Scott had been gradually 
growing worse, and on the evening of the 29th, he 
was so far exhausted, that Mr. Edwards did not 
expect him to survive through the night. At two 
A.M., on the 30th, I was informed by that gentle- 
man, that Scott was dying ; and before I could get 
my clothes on, he had breathed his last, with- 
out any apparent psdn. As it was proper and 
desirable, in every respect, that his body should be 
opened, notwithstanding the prejudice which seamen 
entertain against this practice, and which it would, 
perhaps, be as well to overcome by more frequently 



' iDsUting upon it, I willingty (niniplied witb Mr. 
' Edwards's requent to be allowed to perform the 
I disaection. The result was sutisfactorj- to the 

medical gentlemen in vrhoae charge this unfortuDste 

man had been placed ; and, 1 may be permitted to 

add, to myself also, inasmuch as it proved his death 
' to have been immediately occasioned by a disease 

which, perhaps, no skill nor attention could have 
I cured in any climate, or under any circumstances, 
t wid having' no iramcdiato connexion with our 

present peculiar situation, or with the nature of the 
' BCTvicQ in which we were engaged, 

For the last two or three days, the spring'-tide^r ■ 

which had been unusually high, overflowed the ii 
I near the beacli, so as to make it difficult to land 
I near high water. In the general appearance of the 
I ice in the harhour, there was no perceptible altera- 
I tion from day to day, though the thawing process 
I was certainly going on with great rapidity at this 
t period. The officer who relieved Lieutenant 

Hoppner, in command of the hunting party to the 
I Bouth-west, received strict iojunctioos to watch the 
J ice constantly, and to make an immediate report of 
' any appearance of open water in any direction. 
I For the last four or five days iu June, we had 
I experienced more of southerly winds than usual, the 
' weather being generally cloudy, with a good deal 
j of small rain, and now and then a little snow ; the 
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general temperature of the atmosphere, however, 
was pleasant and comfortable to our feelings, as 
well as favourable to the dissolution of the ice, for 
which we were so anxiously looking. 

On Sunday the 2nd of July, after divine service 
had been performed, the body of the deceased was 
committed to the earth, on a level piece of ground 
about a hundred yards from the beach, with every 
solemnity which the occasion demanded, and the 
circumstances of our situation would permit. The 
ensigns and pendants were lowered half-mast during 
the procession, and the remains of our unfortunate 
shipmate were attended to the grave by every 
officer and man in. both ships. To the performance 
of this last melancholy duty, under any circum- 
stances sufficiently impressive, the peculiarity of 
the scene around us, and of the circumstances in 
which we were placed, could not fail* to impart an 
additional feeling of awful solemnity, which it is 
more easy to imagine than to describe. A neat 
tombstone was afterwards placed at the head of the 
grave by Mr. Fisher, who carved upon it the name 
of the deceased, with the other usual information. 

A herd of fourteen deer being seen near the ships, 
a party was despatched in pursuit of them, with our 
customary want of success, it being almost impos- 
sible to approach them in so open and exposed a 
country, so that these excursions generally ended 



a chase between the men Bnd the deer; sume 
^od dof-a would, perhaps, have been serviceable to 
U3 on these occasions. 

Having taken an board our bower anchors and 
cables from the beach, on account of the diDicultj 
we ehould have found in removing' them after the 
ice began to break up, each ship placed two stream 
anchoia on shore with hawsers from the bow and 
quarter, to hold then* in case of anj sudden motion 
of the ice, the pools upon which now increased very 
perceptibly bolh in depth and extent from day 
to day. In looking into these j>ools, it always 
appeared, during the day, as if dropa of rain were 
falling into them ; this was caused by the con^nual 
extrication of air from the ice which was thawing 
below, and by the riaing of the bubbles to the 
surface. At six p.u., the atmospbere being clear 
and serene, the thermometer ro^e to 63" in the 
shade, but immediately on a moderate breeze 
springing up from the northward it fell to i5". On 
the 5th and 6th, however, it stood for three hours 
tiom 50° to 52°, with a fresh breeze from the north- 
ward, accompanied by cloudy weather j and on the 
afternoons of the two following days, the wind 
being still northerly, the atmosphere continued for 
some time at the temperature of 55°. 

The dissolution of the ice of the harbour went on 
HO rapidly in the early part of July, that we were 
greatly surprised, on the flth, iu finding, that in 
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several of the pools of water, on its upper Burfiice, 
holes were washed quite through to the aea. beneath. 
On examining several of these, we found that the 
average thieknees of the ice, in the upper part of 
the harbour, where the sliipa were lying, did not g 
exceed two feet, wliich was much less than we had I 
any idea of. Towards the mouth of the bsrbour, I 
however, where the water was deeper, no auch I 
holes made their appearance for gome days after 1 
this. It must here be remarked, that in all cases I 
we found the ice to be first thawed and broken up ' 
in the shoalest water, in consequence, I soppoae, of 
the greater facility with which tbe ground, at a 
small depth below the surface of the sea, absorbed 
and radiated the heat of the sun'a raysj and, ae it 
is in such situations that water generally freezes the ( 
first, this circumstance seems a remarkable instance 
of the provision of nature for maintaining such m ' 
balance in the quantity of ice annually formed and 1 
dissolved, as shall prevent any undue or extraotdw 
I nary accumulation of it in any part of tile Polar' 

■ regions of the earth. In consequence of this circum- 

I stance, wa were now enabled, for the first time, to 

I bring our boats down to the beach, so as to allot 

I them to float about high water, in order to prevent 

H their being split by the sun, while in every other 

B pQ-rt of the harbour, except thus near the shore, 

^L we had not the means of doing so till some dayl 

^^^^^B afterwards. 
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unhanging- tVic rudderE, and hauling them 
~it esamination, we found them 
good deal Bhaken aud grazed by the blows lliey 
had received during the time the ships were 
beset at the entrance of Davis's Sti^t. Wc found, 
also, that the rudder-cases in both ships hud been 
fitted too small, occasioning considerable difficulty 
';n getting the rudders down when working, a cir- 
iiumstance by no means disadvantageous, (perhapn, 
indeed, rather the contrary,) on ordinary seivice at 
sea, but nhich should be carefully avoided in ehips 
ntended for the navigation among ice, as it is 
frequently necessary to unship the rudder at a short 
notice, in order to preserve it from injury, as our 
future esperience was soon to teach us. This fault 
was, however, soon remedied, and the rudders ^^in 
hung, in reudiness for sea. About this time, a few 
flocks of looms occasionally made their appearance, 
invariably flying quite round the harbour, exactly 
over tlie narrow and only strip of water which 1 
have before described as occurring noxt the beach, 
as if looking out for food. 

On the 14th, a boat passed, for the first time, 
between the ships and the shore, in consequence of 
the junction of a number of the pools and holes in 
the ice ; and on the following day the same kind 
of communication was practicable between the 
ships. It now became necessary, therefore, to 
provide against the possibility of the ships being 
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forced on shore by the total disruption of the ice 
between them and the beach, and the pressure of 
that without, by letting go a bower-anchor nader- 
foot, which was accordingly done as soon as there 
was a hole in the ice under the bows of each, 
Buffieietitly large to allow the anchors to pass 
through. We had now been quite ready for aea 
for Gotne days ; and a r^ular and anxious look-out 
waa kept from the erovr's nest for any alteration in 
the state of the ice, which might favour our depar- 
ture from Winter Harbour, in which it now be(!atne 
more than probable that we were destined to be 
detained thiiB inactively for a part of each month 
in the whole year, as we had reached it in the latter 
part of September, anJ were likely to be prevented 
leaving it till after the commencement of August. 

From ail a.m. till six p.u. on the 17th, the 
thcrmoineter stood generally from 65° to 60° i the 
latter temperature being the highest which appears , 
in tlie Hecla's Meteorological Journal during thit 
summer. It will readily be conceived how pleasant ■ 
such a temperature must have been to our feelings 
after the severe winter which immediately preceded 
it. The mouth of July is, indeed, the only one 
which can be called at all comfortable in the climate 
of Melville Island. 

On the 16th, I rowed round the harbour in a 
boat, in order to take the soundings as fur as the lee 
would pennit; when it was worthy of remark how 



exactly the extent of the clear water between liu: 
ice and the Bliore corresponded with its depth, it 
being' nearly a quarter of a mile wide on the north- 
eastern adeofthe harbour, where the deepest water 
WHB from eight to ten feet t while on the western 
side, where we found two fathoms, the passage for 
the boat did not exceed forty or fifty yards in width. 
Thia channel was almost daily becoming wider, 
especially after a strong breeze from any quarter 
causing a ripple on the sea, by which the edge of 
the ice was constantly washed and rapidly dissolved. 
My intentlDQ, therefore, at this time was carefully 
to wateh the increasing breadth of this open water ; 
and whenever a deplh of three fathoms could be 
found, to warp the sliips through it along-shore, as 
the only means which appeared likely to be allowed 
ua of commencing our summer's navigation. 

On the 20th, there being a strong breeze from the 
N.N.E., with fog and rain, all favourable to the dis- 
persion of the ice, that part of il which was imme- 
diately around the Hecia, and from which she had 
been artliicially detached bo long before, at length 
separated into pieces, wid floated away; carrying: 
with it the collection of ashes and other rubbish 
which had been accumulating for the last ten 
months : so that the ship was now once more fairly 
riding at anchor, but with the ice still occupyingr the 
whole of the centre of the harbour, and within a few 
yuds of bei bow«; the Griper had been »et free in 
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a, amiiai manner a i'ew (lays before. But it nui 
only in that part of the harbour where the ships 
were lying- that the ice Iiad yet separated in thia 
manner at so grcitt a distanee Iroin the shore ; n 
circuniBtance probably occftsioned by the greater 
radiation of heat from the shipB, and from the 
materials of various kinds which vre had occasion 
to deposit upon the ice during' the time of our equip- 

Lieutenant Liddon accompanied me in a boat 
down the west shore of the harbour.to the southern 
point of the cntmnco, in order to sound along 
the edge of the ic^e, where we found from seven 
to fiHeen feet water; the ice about the entrance 
appeared still very solid and compact, aud not a. 
single holo was at thi9 time noticed through any of 
the pools upon its Burface, except one, which was 
made by a seal, and which discovered the thickness 
of the ice to be there between two and three feet 

There was a fresh breeze from the nonh-eastward, 
with fine clear weather, on the 32nd, which made 
the Hecia swing round into twenty feet water 
astern ; and the ice, being now moveable in the 
harbour, came home towards the shore with this 
wind, but not so much as to put any considerable 
strain on the cable of either ship ; and the holding- 
ground being excellent, there was nothing to appre- 
hend for their security. 

During a walk which I look to the southward this 
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dayforthp purpose of examining the ice near the 
mouth of tlie linrbour, 1 was glad to lind that a 
qu&ntitj of it had lately been forced up on the reef, 
by the pressure of the external ice, — a proof that it 
had eome room in which to aeqtiire motion, and 
which cncourag'ed a hope that when the wind should 
blow directly off the land, it might drill the ice suf- 
ficiently from the shore to afl'ord la a navig^le 
channel lo the westward. I Ihereforc went down 
in a boat in the afternoon, to »ee if any tiling could 
be done, but found the aliore m loaded with brolcen 
ice, which a north-east wind had Gnt Beparated and 
then drifted upon the beach, that 1 could not get bo 
for as the south point of the entrance, 

A fresh gale, which blew from the northward, on 
the [uoming' of the 23rd, caueed a great alteration 
in the appearance of the ice near the Bhipa, but none 
whatever in that of the offing, or at the mouth of 
the harbonr, except that the shores were there mote 
encambered than before, owing to the quantity of 
pieces which were separated and driven down from 
the northward, bo that our small boat could not 
succeed in getting along tho shore- The north 
shore of the harbour was now, however, so clear as 
me to send Lieulenant Beecliey with two 
boats, to haul the aeioe, in the hope of catching 
such flah aa we had some time ago found upon 
c. Our fishermen, however, had little succeai. 



Juving brought on board only ibrec Binall fisb, 
prhich were all that were fuuiid in the net. 

On the 'J4th, the Bails were beat, in readiness fur 
ir starting at a moment's notice, though it moat 
be eonfessed, that the motive for doing so was to 
make some show of moving, rather than any expect- 
ation which 1 cared to entertain of soon eecaping 
from our long and tedious confinement ; for it was 
impossible to eoticeal from the men the painful Stct 
that, in eight or nine weeks from this period, the 
naTigable season must unavoidably come to a 
conclusion. 

I went away in a boat early in the morning of the 
25lh, in order to sound the harbour in those parts 

I iwhere the ice would admit the boat, with a view to 
e advantage of the first fuvouralile change which 
niight present itself. The wind having come round 

F~(h>lhe southward in the alliemuoQ, caused the sepa- 
ratioa of a larg% portion of ice on the northern eide 
of that which now occupied the harbour, and the 
detached pieces drilling down lowarda ii?. rendered 
it necessary to be upon our guard, lest the slups 
should be forced from their anchorage. On this 
account, as well as from an anxious and impatient 
desire to make a move, however trijiiiig, from a spot 
jn which we had now unwillingly but unavoidably 
passed nearly ten months, and of which we had long 
been heartily tired, I directed lines to be run out 



for the purpose of warping the ships along the ic 
in the centre of the harhour, and at half-past two I 
t.M. the anchors were weighed. As iO' 
•train was put upon the liaee, however, wc found 1 
^lat the ice to which they were uttached came homi 
upon UB, instead of the ships being drawn out to 
the southward, and we were, therefore, obliged to 
have recourse to the kedge- anchors, which we coulii 
Karcely fiud room to drop, on account of the close- 

• ness of the ice. Having warped a little way out 
' fi^m the shore, into (ivG fathoms and a half, it was 
' found impossible to proceed any farther without 
^ s change of wind, and the anchors were, therefore, 

dropped till such a change should take place. lu 
the course of tlie evening all the loose ice drifted 
past us to the northward, loading that shore of the 
harbour with innumerable fragments of it, and 
leaving a considerable space of clear water along- 
shore to the southward. Our hunting parties were 
now recalled, and returned on board in good health 
in the course of this and the following day; having 
I fluppUed us, during iho whole time which this inode 
had been adopted, with a quantity of game sufficient 
to substitute for more than one montli's established 

• pToportlon of meat on board both ships. Their 
success had of late, however, become very indifferent, 
as they not seen a deer fur several days, and the 
birds were grown extremely shy, A herd of seven 

I Kusk oien had lately been met with to the soulh-wenL 
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On the morning of the 26th, it was nearly calm, 
with continued rain and thick weather ; and there 
being now a space of clear water for nearly three- 
quarters of a mile to the southward of us, we took 
advantage of a breeze which sprung up from the 
northward to weigh, at nine a.m., and run down as 
far as the ice would permit, and then dropped our 
anchors in the best berths we could select, close to 
the edge of it, with the intention of advancing step 
by step, as it continued to separate by piece-meal. 
The ice across the entrance of the harbour as far 
as this spot, and the whole of that in the offing, of 
which we had here a commanding view from the 
Hecla's crow's-nest, was still quite continuous and 
unbroken, with the same appearance of solidity as 
it had during the middle of winter, except that the 
pools of water were numerous upon its surface. 

The wind being from the S.S.W. during the 
night of the 30th, served to close the lane of water 
which had appeared in the offing the preceding day, 
which we considered a favourable circumstance, as 
showing that the external mass of ice was in motion. 
In the course of the day, the wind shifting to the 
W.N.W., we once more discovered a small opening 
between the old and young floes, and at eleven p.m., 
the whole body of the ice in the harbour was per- 
ceived to be moving slowly out to the south-east- 
ward, breaking away, for the first time, at the points 
wliich form the entrance of the harbour. This 
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sudden and unexpected change rendering it probable 
that we should at length be released, I sent to 
Captain Sabine, who had been desirous of continuing 
his observations on the pendulum to the last moment, 
to request he would have the clocks ready for em- 
barkation at an early hour in the morning. 

I furnished Lieutenant Liddon with instructions 
for his future guidance during the ensuing season 
of operations, appointing also certain places of 
rendezvous, to facilitate our meeting, in case of 
unavoidable separation during that period. I sent 
also on board the Griper, in compliance with my 
instructions on that head, a chart of our late dis- 
coveries, together with a duplicate copy of every 
document of interest relating to the expedition. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Leave Winter Harbour — Flattering Appearance of the Sea 

to the Westward — Stopped by the Ice near Cape Hay 

Further Progress to the Longitude of 113° 48' 22.5", 
being the Westernmost Meridian hitherto reached in the 
Polar Sea, to the North of America — Banks^s Land 
discovered — Increased Elxtcnt and Dimensions of the 
Ice — Return to the Eastward, to endeavour to penetrate 
the Ice to the Southward — Re-enter Barrow's Strait, and 
survey its South Coast — Pass through Sir James Lan- 
caster's Sound, on our return to England. 

The wind still blowing fresh from the northward 
and westward, the ice continued to drift out slowly 
from the harbour, till, at eight a.m. August 1st, it 
had left the whole space between the ships and 
Cape Hearne completely clear, and at eleven o'clock 
there appeared to be water round the hummocks of 
ice which lie aground off that point. In the mean 
time, our boats were employed in embarking the 
clocks, tents, and observatory, while I sounded the 
entrance of the harbour, in order to complete the 
survey, which no opportunity had offered of doing 
before this time. At one p.m., having got every 
thing on board, and the ice appearing to be still 
leaving the shore we weighed, and ran out of Winter 
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Hikrbour, in which we had actually, as liad Eome 
tinie been predicteil, passed ten whole muntlix, 
and B put of the two remaining ones, Septeiuber 
and Angust. The uiiiiJ is always aiiiioiis, however, 
to find some ground of eneouragement and hope for 
att^niog the object of its pursuit, and we did not 
Eul to Temember, on this Dccasion, that short as our 
season of navigation must of necessity be, we were 
about to begin that season on the anniversary of 
the day on whicli we had eommenced our discove- 
ries from the entrance of Sir James Lancaster's 
Sound westward, in the preceding year ; and that 
if we were favoured with the same degree ofsuccesa 
during the same period as before, there could be 
little doubt of tjie eventual accomplish ment of our 
enterprise. 

Id running along-shore towards Cape Hearne, 
generally at the distuneo of half a mile from the 
land, we had from ten to sixteen fathoms' water,and 
rounded the hummocks off the point in sit aud a 
half fiithiims by three f.h, As we opened the 
point, it was pleasing to see that the coast to the 
westward of it was more clear of ice (excepting 
the loose pieces which lay scattered about in every 
direction, but which would not very materially have 
impeded the navigation with a fair wind,) than it 
had been when we £rst arrived otf it, a month later 
in the foregoing year ; ihu main ice having been 
blown ofl' by the late weslcriy and north-westerly 
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winds, to the distance of four or ^Ye miles from the 
shore, which, from all we have seen on this part of 
the coast, appears to be its utmost limit The 
navigable channel, with a beating wind between the 
ice and the land, was ,here from one to two, or two 
miles and half in width ; and this seemed, from the 
mast-head, to continue as far as the eye could 
reach along-shore to the westward. 

We found the wind much more westerly after we 
rounded the point, which made our progress slow 
and tedious ; the more so, as we had every minute 
to luff for one piece of ice, and to bear up for 
another, by which much ground was unavoidably 
lost. We also found the ships to be considerably 
impeded by a tide or current setting to the eastward, 
which, as it slackened about seven in the evening, I 
considered to be the flood, the time of high water 
at Winter Harbour this day being about half-past 
seven. After a very few tacks, we had the mortifi- 
cation to perceive, that the Griper sailed and 
worked much worse than before, notwithstanding 
every endeavour which Lieutenant Liddon had been 
anxiously making,during her re-equipment,to improve 
those qualities in which she had been found deficient. 
She missed stays several times in the course of the 
evening, with smooth water and a fine working 
breeze, and, by midnight, the Hecla had gained 
eight miles to windward of her, which obliged me 
to hcave-to, notwithstanding the increased width of 



tlic navigable chaTinel, the weather having^ tjecoine 
hazy, so aa to endanger our parting company. 

At three a.m., on the 2nd, the Griper having 
joined us, we again made sa.il tu the westward. As, 
however, I could not but consider that her bad 
aEoling had already lost ua a distance of at least 
seven miles in the first day after our leaving harbour ; 
and as it was evident that such detention must, if 
continued, absolutely preclude the possibility of 
accomplishing' the main object of the Expedition, 1 
addressed a letter to Lieutenant Liddon, desiring 
to bo made acquainted with all the eireumstaneea of 
the Griper's incapacity, that immediate sieps might 
be taken either for improving' her trim by any 
means inourpower,or.intheeveDtoffyiingto do so, 
for removing her crew and provisions to the Hecia, 
and prosecuting the voyage in that ship singly- 
Soon after noon on the '2nd, a breeze sprung up 
from the S.S.W., which, being rather upon Uie 
shore, made it likely that the ice would soon begin 
to close it j we therefore began to look out for a 
situation where the ships might be secured in-shore, 
behind some of the heavy grounded ice, which had so 
often before afforded usshelter under similar circum- 
stances. At one o'clock, we perceived that a heavy 
floe had already closed completely in with the land, 
at a point a little to the westward of us, preventing 
all hope of further progress for the present in that 
direction. A boat wiia therefore sent to examine 
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the ice in-shore, and a favourable place having been 
found for our purpose, the ships were hauled in, 
tind secured there, the Griper's bow resting on the 
beach, in order to allow the Hecla to lie in secu- 
rity without her. This place was so completely 
sheltered from the access of the main body of the 
ice, that I began to think seriously of taking advan- 
tage of this situation to remove the Griper's crew 
on board the Hecla, and had consulted the officers 
upon the subject. The circumstances, however, 
which subsequently occurred, rendering such a 
measure inexpedient, because no longer necessary 
to the accomplishment of the object in view, by 
which alone it could be justified, I was induced to 
give it up, adopting the best means in our power to 
remedy the evil in question. 

The beach near which we were lying is so bold, 
that in standing off-and-on in the afternoon, in more 
than one part, we had from seven to ten fathoms 
at two hundred yards from the shore ; to which 
distance, from the confidence we had acquired in 
the regularity of the soundings, we had no hesita- 
tion in standing as oflen as there was occasion to 
do so, and always without any apparent risk. So 
perfectly free from danger, indeed, is the whole of 
this coast, as long as the hand-leads are kept going, 
that it has often occurred to me as not improbable, 
that the annual motion of large and heavy masses 
of ice may in some degree prevent the accumula- 



lion of sandy shouls near Lhe ahore, where locul 
circ-umslances might otherni^e tend Co produce 
them, as in other seas. 

Shortly after our anchoring', the Griper's people 
heard the growling of a bear among the ice near 
tliem, but the unima! did not appear; and this was 
the only inatiince of our meeting with a bear during 
OUT stay at Melville Island, except that which fol- 
lowed one of our men to the ships, suon after our 
arrival in Winter Harbour. Both crews were sent 
on shore to pick sorrel, which was here not less 
abundant than at our old quarters, but it was now 
almost too old to be palatable, having nearly lost 
all it3 acidity and juice. 

The snow which fell in the night was, in the 
morning of the .Srd, succeeded by a thick fog, which 
condnued during the day, preventing our seeing 
the state of the ice to the westward. I, therefore, 
despatched Mr. Palmer in a boat to tlie point, for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether it was still close 
there. On his return in an hour, Mr. Palmer 
reported that no alteration had taken place since 
the preceding day, there not being suflicient room 
for the smallest boat to pass between the ice and 
the point, close to which he found a depth of 
^thorns.' 

■-■ At one A.M. on the 4th, the loose ice was observeii 
to be drilling in upon us, the wind having veered 
to the eastward of north; and soon after a. floe. 
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not less than five miles in length, and a mile and a 
half across, was found to be approaching the shore 
at a quick rate. The ships were immediately hauled 
as near the shore as possible, and preparation made 
for unshipping the rudders, if necessary. The floe 
was brought up, however, by the masses of ice 
aground outside of us, with which it successively 
came in contact, and the ships remained in perfect 
security ; the floe, as usual after the first violence is 
over, moved off" again to a little distance from the 
shore. 

At noon, the heavy floe at the point near us 
began to quit the land, and at half-past one p.m., 
there being a narrow passage between them, the 
breadth of which the breeze was constantly increas- 
ing, we cast off and stretched to the westward. 
The channel which opened to us as we proceeded, 
varied in its general breadth from one to two milei ; 
in some places it was not more than half a mile. 
The wind was variable and squally, but we made 
great progress along the land to the S.W.b.W., 
and the Griper, by keeping up tolerably with the 
Hecla, in some measure redeemed her character 
with us. Having arrived off" Cape Providence at 
eleven p.m., the wind became light and baffling, so 
that we had just got far enough to see that there 
was a free and oi)en channel, beyond the westernmost 
point which of Melville Island, when our progress 
was almost entirely stopped for want of a breeze to 



le us to taki: advanUigi? ul' it. Thu ai 
h euch a detenlioii occasions, in a aea v 
without aiiy apparent cause, the ice frEtjuentlj 
doses the sliurc Jn the most suddeo manner, can 
perhaps oiiiy be conceived by those who have 
experienced it. We had now, also, arrived off that 
part of the coast which, from Cape PrOTidence 
westward, is high and steep near the sea, having no 
beach or shelving shore on which the heavy masses 
of ice can fix themselves, so as to aRbrd security to 
a. ship when the fioea approach approach the land, 
which circumstance increased the aniiety we felt U> 

'.push on, wliile tlie present opportunity ofiered, with 

':iU rapidity to the westward. We remarked, in 
sailing near the ice this cvenii^. while the wind was 
blowing & fresh breeze off the land, and therefore 
diructly towards the ice, that it remained constantly 
calpi within three or four hundred yards of the 
latter; this effect I never remember to have wit- 
nessed before, upon the windward side of any col- 
lection of ice, though it invariably happens in a. 

' Kmarkable degree to leeward of it. I may here 
mention, as a striking proof of the accuracy with 
which astronomical bearings of objects may be 
taken for marine surveys, that the relative bearing 
ofCapeB Providence and Hay, as obtained tliieevon- 

' ing when the two headlands were opening, differed 
one minute from that entered in the survey- 
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ing-book, and found in the same manner, the 
preceding year. 

We had this evening occasion to observe once 
more the darkness in the horizon to the south- 
ward, and as far as a S.S.W. bearing, vrhich had 
been noticed from this station, in 1819, and more 
frequently since that time, during our detention in 
Winter Harbour, as bearing a great resemblance to 
the loom of land in that quarter. We were the 
more inclined to the belief that there was land at 
no very great distance to the southward, from the 
conviction that there must be something which 
prevented the ice being drifted off the shore of 
Melville Island, in this place more than five or six 
miles, with any direction or force of wind. 

At one P.M., on the 5th, the weather continuing 
quite calm, and being desirous of examining the 
ice in-shore, that we might be ready for the floes 
closing upon us, I left the ship, accompanied by 
Captain Sabine and Mr. Edwards, and landed near 
one of the numerous deep and broad ravines, with 
which the whole of this part of the island is 
dented. All the ice which was here fixed to the 
ground was literally upon the beach, vnth a very 
deep water close along side of it, and none of the 
masses projected to a sufficient distance from the 
shore to afford the smallest shelter to the ships in 
case' of accidents. We saw several white hares 
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here, and on this and many subsequent occasions 
found them frequent the sides of the high banks 
which face the south, and where there is usually a 
plentiful vegetation for them to feed upon. We 
were ascending the hill, which was found by trigo- 
nometrical measurement to be eight hundred and 
forty-seven feet above the level of the sea, and on 
which we found no mineral production but sand- 
stone and clay ironstone, when a breeze sprung up 
from the eastward, bringing up the Griper, which had 
been left several miles astern. We only stopped^ 
therefore, to obtain observations for the longi- 
tude and the variation of the magnetic needle ; the 
former of which was 112° 53' 32", and the latter 
1 10° 56' 1 1'' easterly, and then immediately returned 
on board and made all sail to the westward. After 
running for two hours without obstruction, we were 
once more mortified in perceiving that the ice, in 
very extensive and unusually heavy floes, closed in 
with the land a little to the westward of Cape Hay, 
and our channel of clear water between tha ice and 
the land gradually diminished in breadth, till at 
length it became necessary to take in the studding 
sails, and to haul to the wind, to look about us. I 
immediately left the ship, and went in a boat to 
examine the grounded ice off a small point of land, 
Buch as always occurs on this coast at the outlet of 
each ravine. I found that this point offered the only 
possible shelter which could be obtained, in case of 

A A 
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the ice coming in ; and I, therefore, determined to 
take the Hecla in-shore immediately, and to pick 
out the best berth which circumstances would 
admit. As I was returning on board with this 
intention, I found that the ice was already rapidly 
approaching the shore; no time was to be lost, 
therefore, in getting the Hecla to her intended sta- 
tion, which was effected by half-past eight p.m., being 
in nine to seven fathoms water, at the distance of 
twenty yards from the beach, which was lined all 
round the point with very heavy masses of ice, that had 
been forced by some tremendous pressure into the 
ground. Our situation was a dangerous one, having 
no shelter from ice coming from the westward, the 
whole of which, being distant from us less than half a 
mile, was composed of floes infinitely more heavy than 
any we had elsewhere met with during the voyage. 
The Griper was three or four miles astern of us at 
the time the ice began to close, and I therefore 
directed Lieutenant Liddon by signal to secure his 
ship in the best manner he could, without attempt- 
ing to join the Hecla; he accordingly made her 
fast at eleven p.m., near a point like that at which 
we were lying, and two or three miles to the 
eastward. 

At the time of making the Hecla. fast, a current 
was setting to the westward, at the rate of a mile 
and a half an hour, with a strong eddy running into 
the bight where we lay ; at ten p.m. it took a sudden 
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turn, all the loose ice near us running past the ship 
out of the bight, and the floes outside beginning to 
set to the eastward, and towards the land withal. 
We, therefore, hauled the ship still more into the 
bight formed by the point, getting her into four 
fathoms abaft and six forward, and abreast a part of 
the beach where there was not quite so much heavy 
ice within us to endanger the ship being crushed. 
This was done from a ' belief that, if the floes 
came in, the ship must inevitably be " nipped,** and 
in this case it was better to be lying in six fathoms 
than nine ; besides, the masses of ice now inside 
of us, not being so large as the rest, might possibly 
be forced up on the shore before the ship, instead of 
offering so great a resistance as to expose her to all 
the force of the squeeze. On the whole of this 
steep coast, wherever we approached the shore, we 
found a thick stratum of blue and solid ice, firmly 
embedded in the beach, at the depth of from six to 
ten feet under the surface of the water. This ice 
has probably been the lower part of heavy masses 
forced aground by the pressure of the floes from 
without, and still adhering to the viscous mud of 
which the beach is composed, after the upper part 
has, in course of time, dissolved. Captain Sabine 
suggested, that the underground ice found in cold 
countries, and to which I have before alluded, might 
thus have been deposited. The land gains upon 
the sea, as it is called, in process of time, as it 

A a2 
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has certainly done here, from the situation in which 
we found drift-wood and the skeletons of whales ; 
the ice which fixes itself upon the beach is annually 
covered in part by alluvial deposit, and thus may a 
connected stratum of it be buried for ages several 
feet below the surface of the earth. From the tops 
of the hills in this part of Melville Island a conti- 
nuous line of this sub-marine ice could be distinctly 
traced for miles along the coast. 

In running along the shore this evening, we had 
noticed near the sea what at a distance had every 
appearance of a high wall artificially built, and 
which was the resort of numerous birds. Captain 
Sabine, being desirous to examine it, as well as to 
procure some specimens of the birds, set out, as 
soon as we anchored, for that purpose, accompanied 
by his servant and Serjeant Martin. The wall 
proved to be composed of sandstone in horizontal 
strata from twenty to thirty feet in height, which 
had been left standing, so as to exhibit its present 
artificial appearance, by the decomposition of the 
rock and earth about it. ' Large flocks of glaucous 
gulls had chosen this as a secure retreat from the 
foxes, and every other enemy but man ; and when 
our people first went into the ravine in which it 
stands, they were so fiercejn defence of their young, 
that it w£is scarcely safe to approach them till a few 
shots had been fired. 

Besides a number of gulls. Captain Sabine and 
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his party brought with them ten hares, which, toge- 
ther with what we had obtained as we came along 
the land, furnished us with a fresh meal for the 
whole crew. Captain Sabine also brought me word 
from Lieutenant Liddon that the Griper was in a 
situation exactly similar to that of the Hecla, where 
*' nipping'' appeared unavoidable, if the floes should 
come in. The ice remained quiet, however, about 
the Hecla during the day, even though a strong 
breeze freshened up from the E.S.E., with continued 
snow ; a circumstance which, while it added to our 
present security, did not ^ve us very flattering 
hopes that there could be any room for the ice to 
drift to the westward. In the course of the evening 
I heard agedn from the Griper, Lieutenant Liddon 
informing" me that the floes had once come in 
towards her, so as to lift her two feet out of the 
water, and then retired without doing any damage. 
1 acquainted Lieutenant Liddon with the similarity 
of our situation to his, and desired him not to join 
ns at present, even should the ice open sufficiently 
to allow him to do so ; for there was not room for 
the two ships where the Hecla was lying, and the 
chances of saving one of them from the catastrophe 
we had reason to apprehend were greater by their 
being separate. At eleven p.m. a narrow lane of 
water opened near the Griper, extending about 
three miles to the S.S.W. ; near us it had also 
slackened a little about midnight, but it would have 
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been difficult to find a "hole** of w^ter in which a 
boat could have floated more than three hundred 
yards beyond the ship. 

On the morning of the 7th, a black whale came 
up close to the Hecla, being the first we had seen 
since the 22nd of August the preceding year, about 
the longitude of 91 J° W ; it therefore acquired 
among us the distinctive appellation of the whale. 
Since leaving Winter Harbour, we had also, on two 
or three occasions, seen a solitary seal. The wind 
continued fresh from the east and E.N.E. in the 
morning, and the loose ice came close in upon us, 
but the main body remained stationary at the dis« 
tance of nearly half a mile. Considering that it 
might be of service to know the state of the ice 
farther to the south and west than the view from 
the Hecla's mast-head would allow us, I despatched 
Lieutenant Beechey with one of the marines, along 
the top of the hills to the westward, for that pur- 
pose. At two P.M. he returned with a fawn, which 
gave us thirty- eight pounds of venison, and with 
the information of having discovered land from 
W.S.W. to S.S.W. at a great distance, and the 
loom of it also extending as far round to the east- 
ward as a S.E. bearing. Lieutenant Beechey con- 
:^idered the general distance of the land to be from 
Ibrty to fifty miles, the nearest being about a S.S.W. 
bearing, and three capes could be plainly distin- 
guished with a glass. The report of the state of 
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the ice was by no means ^vourable to our hopes, 
the sea being covered with floes as far as the eye 
could reach, and the space between them so filled 
with broken ice, or the floes so closely joined, that 
scarcely a " hole " of water was to be seen. 

In the afternoon, a man from each mess was sent 
on shore to pick sorrel, which was here remarkably 
fine and large, as well as more acid than any we 
had lately met with. The shelter from the northerly 
winds, afforded by the high land on this part of the 
coast, together with its southern aspect, renders the 
vegetation here immediately next the sea much 
more luxuriant than in most parts of Melville Island 
which we visited ; and a considerable addition was 
made to our collection of plants. 

The easterly breeze died away in the course of 
the day, and at three p.m. was succeeded by a light 
air from the opposite quarter ; and as this freshened 
up a little, the loose ice began to drift into our 
bight, and that on the eastern side of the point to 
drive off. It became expedient, therefore, immedi- 
ately to shift the ship round the point, where she 
was made fast in fonr fathoms abaft, and seventeen 
feet forward, close alongside the usual ledge of sub- 
marine ice, which touched her about seven feet under 
M'ater, and which, having few of the heavy masses 
aground upon it, would probably have allowed her 
to be pushed over it, had a heavy pressure occurred 
from without. It was the more necessary to moor 
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the ship in some such situation, as we found from 
six to seven fathoms water, by dropping the hand- 
lead down close to her, bow and quarter on the outer 
side. 

We had scarcely secured the ship, when the wind 
once more shifted to the eastward, and the loose ice 
almost immediately began to move back in the 
opposite direction. The wind being however rather 
off the land than otherwise, I preferred remaining 
in our present situation, on account of the safer 
beach which we found here ; and as there was, in 
other respects, little or no choice betwixt the two 
places, unless the wind came more on the land. At 
half-past ten p.m. the loose ice began to fill up the 
small space which had hitherto been clear about the 
ship, although the wind was at N.E. ; which is more 
off the land than we had before experienced itr 
Several heavy pieces of floes drove close past us, 
not less tham ten or flUeen feet in thickness, but 
they were fortunately stopped by a point of land 
without coming in upon us. At eleven o'clock, 
however, a mass of this kind, being about half aD 
acre in extent, drove in, and gave the ship a con- 
siderable "nip** between it and the land ice, and 
then grazed past her to the westward. I now 
directed the rudder to be unhung, and the ship to 
be swung with her head to the eastward, so that the 
bow, being the strongest part, might receive the 
first and heaviest pressure. 
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The ice did not disturb us again till five a. m. on 
the 8th, when another floe- piece came in, and g^ve 
the ship a heavy rub, and then went past, after 
which it continued slack about us for several hours. 
Everything was so quiet at nine o'clock, as to induce 
me to venture up the hill abreast of us, in order to 
have a view of the newly-discovered land to the 
south-west, which, indeed, I had seen indistinctly 
and much refracted from the Hecla's deck in the 
morning. The weather being rather unfavourable, 
1 had not so clear a view as Lieut Beechey, but I 
distinctly saw high and bold land from S. 75° W. to 
S. 30° W., the part most plainly visible, and appear- 
ing the nearest, being at a S. 55° W. bearing. The 
general distance of this land, 1 considered to be 
somewhat greater than that at which Lieutenant 
Beechey had estimated it, and it is placed on the 
chart at from sixteen to eighteen leagues from the 
station at which the ships were lying. This land, 
which extends beyond the 117th degree of west 
longitude, and is the most western yet discovered 
in the Polar Sea, to the northward of the American 
continent, was honoured with the name of Banks's 
Land, out of respect to the late venerable and 
worthy President of the Royal Society, whose long 
life was actively engaged in the encouragement and 
promotion of discovery and general science. 

On the morning of the 9th, a musk-ox came 
down to graze on the beach, near the ships. A 
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party was despatched in pursuit, and having hemmed 
him in under the hill, which was too steep for him 
to ascend, succeeded in killing him. When first 
brought on board, the inside of this animal, which 
was a male, smelt very strongly of musk, of which 
whole of the meat also tasted, more or less, and 
especially the heart. It furnished us with four 
hundred and twenty-one pounds of beef, which was 
served to the crews as usual, in lieu of their salt 
provisions, and was very much relished by us, not- 
withstanding the peculiarity of its flavour*. The 
meat was remarkably fat, and, as it hung up in 
quarters, looked as fine as any beef in an English 
market. A small seal, killed by the Griper's people, 
was also eaten by them ; and it was generally allowed 
to be very tender and palatable, though not very 
sightly in its appearance, being of a disagreeable 
red colour. 

In the morning watch a breeze sprung' up from the 
westward, which we were always ready to welcome, 
having found that it invariably served to open the 
ice, while an easterly wind as constantly made it 
closer. This was, however, of short duration, being 
succeeded soon after noon by a light air from the 

• Some pieces of this meat, which wc brought to Eiijf- 
laud, were found to have acquired a much more disagreeable 
flavour than when first killed, though they had not under- 
gone putrefaction in the slightest degree. 
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stouth-east, which brought all the loose ice into our 
bight. 'At half-past three p.m. a large piece of a very 
heavy floe came close to us, and would have given 
us a * nip* against the shore, had we not avoided it 
by heaving the ship a few yards a-head in good 
time. It was then brought up by the point of land, 
and remained quietly half a cable's length astern of 
us, there not being room for it to drift farther to 
the westward between the point and an enormous 
floe, which blocked up the passage to the southward 
and westward. 

At ten p. M., the whole body of ice, which was 
then a quarter of a mile from us, was found to be 
drifting in upon the land, and the ship was warped 
back a little way to the westward, towards that 
part of she shore which was most favourable for 
allowing her to be forced up on the beach. At 
eleven o'clock, the piece of a floe which came near 
us in the afternoon, and which had since drifted 
back a few hundred yards to the eastward, received 
the pressure of the whole body of ice, as it came 
in. It split across in various directions, with a con- 
siderable crash, and presently after we saw a part, 
several hundred tons in weight, raised slowly and 
majestically, as if by the application of a screw, 
and deposited on another part of the floe from 
which it had broken, presenting towards us the sur- 
face that had split, which was of a fine blue colour, 
and very solid and transparent. The violence with 



276 VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY 

which the ice was coming in being thus broken, it 
remained quiet during the night, which was calm, 
with a heavy fall of snow. 

The mass of ice which had been lifted up the 
preceding day, being drifted close to us on the 
morning of the 10th, I sent Lieutenant Beechejr 
to measure its thickness, which proved to be forty- 
two feet ; and, as it was a piece of a regular floe, 
this measurement may serve to give some idea of 
the general thickness of the ice in this neighbour- 
hood. 

It now became evident, from the combined expe- 
rience of this and the preceding year, that there 
was something peculiar about the south-west extre- 
mity of Melville Island, which made the icy sea 
there extremely unfavourable to navigation, and 
which, seemed likely to bid defiance to all our 
efforts to proceed much farther to the westward in 
this parallel of latitude. We had arrived off it oi> 
the 17th of September, 1819, after long and heavy 
gales from the north-westward, by which alone the 
ice is ever opened on this coast, and found it, in 
unusually heavy and extensive fields, completely 
closing in with the land, a mile or two to the east- 
ward of where we were now lying. We again 
arrived here in the early part of August, and though 
the rest of the navigation had been remarkably 
clear for fifty miles between this and Winter Har- 
bour, seeming to afford a presumptive proof that 
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the season was rather a favourable one than other- 
wise, the same obstruction presented itself as before ; 
nor did there appear, from our late experience, 
a reasonable ground of hope, that any fortuitous 
circumstance, such as an alteration in winds or 
currents, was likely to remove the formidable impe- 
diments which we had now to encounter. The 
increased dimensions of the ice hereabouts would not 
alone have created an insurmountable difficulty in the 
navigation, but that it was very naturally accompa" 
nied by a degree of closeness which seldom or never 
admitted an open space of clear water of sufficient 
size for a ship, or even a boat to sail in. We had 
been lying near our present station with an easterly 
wind blowing fresh for thirty-six hours together ; 
and although this was considerably off the land, 
beyond the western point of the island now in 
sight, the ice had not, during the whole of that 
time, moved a single yard from the shore, affording 
a proof that there was no space in which the ice 
V. as at liberty to move to the westward, and offering 
a single and a striking exception to our former 
experience. 

Under these circumstances, I began to consider 
whether it would not be advisable, whenever the 
ice would allow us to move, to sacrifice a few miles 
of the westing we had already made, and to run 
along the margin of the floes, in order to endeavour 
to find an opening leading to the southward, by 

D E 
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taking advantage of which we might be enabled to 
prosecute the voyage to the westward in a lower 
latitude. I was the more inclined to make this 
attempt, from its having long become evident to us 
that the navigation of this part of the Polar Sea is 
only to be performed by watching the occasional 
openings between the ice and the shore ; and that, 
therefore, a continuity of land is essential, if not 
absolutely necessary, for this purpose. Such a 
continuity of land which was here about to fail us, 
must necessarily be furnished by the northern coast 
of America, in whatsoever latitude it may be found ; 
and, as a large portion of our short season had 
already been occupied in fruitless attempts to pene- 
trate farther to the westward in our present parallel, 
under circumstances of more than ordinary risk to 
the ships, I determined, whenever the ice should 
open sufficiently, to put into execution the plan I 
had proposed. 

The westerly wind cleared us by slow degrees of 
the loose masses of ice about the ship, and in the 
afternoon the main body went off about three 
hundred yards, drifting also a little to the eastward. 
It may always be expected, in icy seas, that a 
breeze of wind, however light, will set the ice in 
motion, if there be any room for it to move ; in such 
cases, the smaller pieces of course begin to drift the 
first, and the heavier ones soon follow, though at a 
slower rate : almost every separate piece is seen tc 
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move with a different velocity, proportioned to its 
depth under water. 

Having gone on shore in the evening to make 
some observations for the variation, I aderwards 
ascended the hill, in order to take a view of the state 
of the ice in the offing. The breeze had now 
begun to open several " holes," particularly in the 
west and south-east quarters ; it was most loose in. 
the latter direction, except close along the land to 
the eastward, where a ship might possibly have 
been got, had this been our immediate object. The 
ice, however, looked just as promising to the west- 
ward as in any other quarter, and I found, before I 
returned on i>oard, that it continued to drift to the 
eastward and to leave more and more space of clear 
water in the required direction. I, therefore, commu- 
nicated to Lieutenant Liddon my intention of pushing 
on to the westward the instant the sea became clear 
enough for the ships to make any progress with a 
beating wind ; but, in the event of failing to do so, 
that I should next try what could be done by 
attempting a passage considerably to the southward 
of our present parallel. 

At seven p.m., we shipped the rudder, and crossed 
the top-gallant yards, in readiness for moving ; and 
then I again ascended the hill and walked a mile to 
the westward, along the brow of it, that not a 
moment might be lost, after the -ice to the westward 
should give us the slightest hope of making any 
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progress by getting under way. Although the holes 
had certainly increased in size and e^ctent, there 
was still not sufficient room even for one of our 
boats to have worked to windward ; and the impos- 
sibility of the ships doing so was rendered more 
apparent, on account of the current which, as I 
have before had occasion to remark, is always pro- 
duced in these seas, soon after the springing up of a 
breeze, and which was now running to the east- 
ward, at the rate of at least one mile per hour. It 
was evident, that any attempt to get the ships to the 
westward must, under circumstances so unfavour- 
able, be attended with the certain consequence of 
their being drifted the contrary way ; and nothing 
could, therefore, be done but still to watch, which 
we did most anxiously, ever}^ alteration in the state 
of the ice. The wind, however, decreasing as 
the night came on, served to diminish the hopes 
with which we had flattered ourselves of being 
speedily extricated from our present confined and 
dangerous situation. 

At one A.M., on the 11th, I despatched Mr. 
Ross to the top of the hill, from whence he observed, 
that " the ice had slackened considerably from W. 
b. S. to south, but was still too close for a ship to 
work among it." At this time the wind was dying 
away gradually ; and, at four a.m., when Mr. Ross 
again ascended the hill, it had fallen quite calm. 
Tiic ice immediatelv ceased to drift to the eastward, 



OF A NOBTH-WEST PASSAGE. 281 

and at half-past five, a light breeze springing up 
from the south-east, caused it at once to return in 
the opposite direction. Being desirous, if possible, 
to take advantage of this breeze. Lieutenant 
Beechy and myself again went on shore, in order to 
form a judgment whether there was room for the 
ships to sail among the ice, should it appear other- 
wise expedient to get them under way. We agreed 
that it was by no means practicable with the present 
light wind, which would scarcely have given them 
steerage-way, even in a clear and unencumbered 
sea, and much less, therefore, could' have enabled 
them to force their way through the numberless 
heavy masses which lay in our way to the west- 
ward. So close, indeed, did the ice about us still 
continue, that it was necessary to shift the Hecla 
once more round to the westward of the point of 
land, to secure -her from that which the change of 
\vind was once more bringing back in great abund. 
ance, and at the rate of nearly a mile per hour. In 
an hour after we had effected this, I had reason to 
be satisfied with the determination to which I had 
come, of not getting the ships under way, for there 
was literally not a single " hole " of open water 
visible from the mast-head, in which a boat would 
have floated, except immediately under the lee of 
the point where we were lying, and within one 
hundred yards of the ship. 

The weather was foggy for some hours in the 
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moroing, but cleared up in the afternoon, as the sun 
acquired power. The wind increased to a fresh 
gale from the eastward, at nine p.m., being the 
second time that it had done so, while we had been 
lying at this station ; a circumstance which we were 
the more inclined to notice, as the easterly winds 
had hitherto been more faint and less frequent than 
those from the westward. In this respect, therefore 
wc considered ourselves unfortunate, as experience 
had already shown us, that none but a westerly 
wind ever produced upon this coast, or, indeed, on 
the southern coast of any of the North Georgian 
Islands, the desired effect of clearing the shores 
of ice. 

The gale continued strong during the night, and 
the ice quite stationar}'. Not a pool of clear water 
could be seen in any direction, except just under the 
lee of our point, where there was a space large enough 
to contain half a dozen sail of ships, till about noon; 
when the whole closed in upon us without any 
apparent cause, except that the wind blew in irre- 
gular puffs about that time, and at one p.m. it was 
alongside. The ship was placed in the most advan- 
tageous manner for taking the beach, or rather the 
shelf of submarine ice, and the rudder again un- 
shipped, and hung across the stem. The ice which 
came in contact with the ship's side consisted of 
very heavy loose pieces drawing twelve or four- 
teen feet water, which, however, wc considered as 
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good ** fenders," comparatively with the enormous 
fields which covered the sea just without them. So 
much, indeed, do we judge at all times by compa- 
rison, that this kind of ice, which in Davis' Strait 
we should not like to have had so near us, was 
now considered of infinite service, when interposed 
between the ship and the heavier floes. Every thing 
remained quiet for the rest of the day, without 
producing any pressure of consequence ; the wind 
came round to N.b.E. at night, but without moving 
the ice off the land. 

Early in the morning of the 1.3th, I received, by 
Mr. Griffiths a message, from Lieutenant Liddon, 
acquainting me, that, at eleven o'clock on the pre- 
ceding night, the ice had been setting slowly to the 
westward, and had at the same time closed in upon 
the land where the Griper was lying, by which 
means she was forced against the submarine ice, 
and her stem lifted two feet out of the water. This 
pressure. Lieutenant Liddon remarked, had given 
her a twist, which made her crack a good deal, but 
apparently without suffering any material injury in 
her hull, though the ice was still pressing upon her 
when Mr. Griffiths came away. She had at first heeled 
inwards, but on being lifted higher, fell over towards 
the deep water. Under these circumstances Lieu- 
tenant Liddon had very properly landed all the 
journals and other documents of importance, and 
made every arrangement in his power for saving the 



284 VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOYERT 

provisions and stores, in case of shipwreck, which 
he had now every reason to anticipate. Convinced 
as I was that no human art or power could, in our 
present situation, prevent such a catastrophe, when- 
ever the pressure of the ice became sufficient, I was 
more than ever satisfied with the determination to 
which I had previously come, of keeping the ships 
apart, during the continuance of these untoward 
circumstances, in order to increase the chance of 
saving one of them from accidents of this nature. 
I, therefore, thought it right merely to direct 
Lieutenant Liddon's attention to the necessity of 
saving the provisions and fuel, in preference to any 
other species of stores, and established signals to be 
made upon the point of land which intervened 
between the ships, in case of any thing occurring. 
In the mean time, the ice remained so close about 
the Hecla, that the slightest pressure producing in 
it a motion towards the shore must have placed us 
in a situation similar to that of the Griper ; and our 
attention was therefore diverted to the more 
important object of providing, by every means in 
our power, for the security of the larger ship, as 
being the principal depot of provisions and other 
resources. 

At tive P.M. Lieutenant Liddon acquainted me 
by letter, that the Griper had at length righted, the 
ice having slackened a little around her, and that 
all the damage she appeared to have sustained was 
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in her rudder, which was badly split, and would 
require some hours' labour to repair it, whenever 
the ice should allow him to get it on shore. He 
also stated that, from the particular situation into 
which the Griper had been forced, and of the masses 
of ice immediately about her, a westerly wind, though 
it might eventually clear the shore, would, in the 
first place, subject her to another squeeze like that 
from which she had just been so opportunely re- 
leased. Lieutenant Beechey observed from the 
hill, in the course of the day, that the ice was so 
compact as not to leave an opening in any direction, 
and that it was set so close against the shore, that 
nothing could have passed between them. It had 
moved off a few yards from the Hecla for two or 
three hours, and in the evening closed again, so as 
press her firmlj'' against the land, though without 
any material strain. This pressure arose principally 
from the approach of the large block of ice which 
I have described as having been raised up on the 
9th, and which, having been frequently drifted back- 
wards and forwards past the ship since that time, 
had once more stationed itself rather nearer to us 
than we could have wished. I may here remark 
that this mass, of which we knew the dimensions 
by actual measurement, served, when driving among 
the heavy floes in the offing, as a^ standard of 
comparison, by which the heiglit of the latter above 
the sea, and thence their whole bulk, could be esti- 
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mated. with tolerable accuracy; and it was principally 
in this manner that a judgment was formed of those 
enormous fields with which this part of the sea was 
incumbered. 

Soon after midnight the ke pressed closer in 
upon the Hecla than before, grv'ing her a heel of 
eighteen inches towards the shore, but without 
appearing to strain her in the slightest degree. By 
four P.M., the pressure had gradually decreased, and 
the ship had only three or four inches heel ; in an 
hour after she had perfectly righted and the ice 
remained quiet for the rest of the day. 

Every moment's additional detention now served 
to confirm me in the opinion I had formed, as to 
the expediency of trying, at all risks, to penetrate 
to the southward, whenever the ice would allow us 
to move at all, rather than persevere any longer in 
the attempts we had been lately making with so 
little success, to push on directly to the westward. 
I, therefore, gave Lieutenant Liddon an order to 
run back a certain distance to the eastward, when- 
ever he could do so, without waiting for the Hecla, 
should that ship be still detained ; and to look out 
for any opening in the ice to the southward, which 
might seem likely to favour the object I had in 
view, waiting for me to join him, should any such 
opening occur. 

The westerly breeze freshening up, with con- 
tinued snow, the ice about* the ship began to move 
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at seven, p.m. The usual superficiul current was 
soon observed to make, carrying with it to the east- 
ward the loose and broken fragments of ice. At 
eight o'clock the heavier masses had also acquired 
motion, and it became necessary to shelter the 
Hecla from their approach by shifting her once 
more to the eastward of the point. In doing this, 
we found the current at the extreme point running 
at the rate of two, or t^x) and a half miles an hour, 
so as to require great caution in laying out our 
warps to prevent the ship being carried back to the 
eastward ; and this not thtee hours after it had first 
begun to make. The frequent -experience we had 
of the quickness with which currents are formed, in 
consequence merely of the wind setting the various 
bodies of ice in motion, naturally leads to this 
useful caution, that one or two trials of the set 
of the stream in the icy seas must not be too 
hastily assumed in drawing any conclusion as 
to its constant or periodical direction. I am 
convinced, indeed, that, of all the circumstances 
which render the navigation among ice so pre- 
carious and uncertsun, there is none so liable to 
constant alteration, and on which, therefore, so 
little dependence can be placed, as an indication 
of the existence of a passage in this or that di- 
rection, as the set and velocity of the superficial 
currents. 

The breeze died away in the course of the night, 
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just as the ice was beginning to separate, and to 
drift; away from the shore , and, being succeeded * 
by a wind off the land, which is here very unusual, 
Lieutenant Liddon was enabled to sail upon the 
Griper at two a.m. on the 15th, in execution of the 
orders I had given him. As I soon perceived, 
however, that she made little or no way, the wind 
drawing more to the eastward on that part of the 
coast, and as the clear water was increasing along 
the shore to the westward, much farther than we 
had yet seen it, I made the signal of recall to 
the Griper, with the intention of making another 
attempt, which the present favourable appearances 
seemed to justifjs to push forward without delay in 
the desired direction. At five a.m., therefore, as 
soon as the snow had cleared away sufficiently to 
allow the signal to be distinguished, we cast off, 
and ran along shore, the wind having by this time 
veered to the E.b.N., and blowing in strong puffs 
out of the ravines as we passed them. We sailed 
along, generally at the distance of a hundred or a 
hundred and fifty yards from the beach, our sound- 
ings being from ton to seventeen fathoms ; and, 
after running a mile and a half in a N.W.b.W. 
direction, once more found the ice offering an impe- 
netrable obstacle to our progress westward, at a 
small projecting point of land just beyond us. We, 
therefore, hauled the ship into a berth which we 
were at this moment fortunate in finding abreast of 



us, and where we were enubled to pliice the HecU 
nitliin a number of lieuvy masses of gTouuiled ice, 
such at do not oiten oi^cur od this eteep coaat, anil 
whicli, cotupantivcly with the situation we had 
lately \eh, a|>peared a perfect harbour. In the 
mean lime, ihe wind had failed our consort, wheu 
she was a mile and a half short of this place ; and 
Lieutenant Liddon, after enile&vouring: in vain tu 
warp .up to us, was obliged, by the ice suddenly 
closing upon him, to place her in-ahore, in the lirat 
situation he could find, whieli proved to be in very 
deep water, on well as otherwise so insecure, as not 
to admit a hope of sitving the ship, should the ice 
tontiiine to press upon her. It no* became of 
essentid importance to endeavour to get the Heck 
■o far into security in her present situation, so as to 
alluw of assistacice being spat to the Griper in case 
of accidents. With this view, 1 assembled tlie otK- 
cers and ship's company, and havin)^ ucquuintud 
them with my intention, caused such srraogpe meets 
to be made fur sending parties round, accompanied 
by proper officers, as might prevent confusion 
whenever that measure became necessary. The plan 
proposed was, to cut lar^e scuttles or holes in the 
decks, if Ume were allowed for doing so, whenever 
the wreck of the ship should uppear to be unavaid* 
able, in order to allow the casks of provisions to 
float up out of the hold, as in any other case they 
must have sunk with the ship, in deep water. The 
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Hecla's crew were set to work to saw off some 
thick tongues of ice, which prevented her g^ing into 
a sort of ** natural dock," as the sailors term it, 
formed by the masses of grounded ice ; a tedious 
and cold operation, which they performed with their 
usual alacrity, and thus placed the ship in complete 
security. I then walked round to the Griper to 
acquaint Lieutenant Liddo'n with the arrangements 
that had been made, and to consult with him as to 
the other means to be adopted for her safety, and 
the preservation of her stores. We were shortly 
afterwards, however, relieved from any further 
apprehension on this account, by the ice gradually 
receding from the shore, in consequence of a wes- 
terly breeze springing up, and allowing the Griper 
to warp up near the Hecla, where, though she was 
by no means so safe as that ship, she was at least 
placed in a situation, with which the extraordinary 
nature of our late navigation taught us to be satisfied. 

Mr. Fisher found very good sport in our new 
station, having returned in the evening, after a few 
hours' excursion, with nine hares ; the birds had, of 
late, almost entirely deserted us, a flock or two of 
ptarmigan and snow-buntings, a few glaucous gulls* 
a raven, and an owl, being all that had been met 
with for several days. 

A fog which had prevailed during the night, 
cleared away in the morning of the 16th, and a very 
fine day succeeded, with a moderate breeze from the 
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westward. In order to have a. clear and distinct 
view of ihe state of the ice, after twentv-four hours' 
wind from that quarter, Captain Sabine, Mr. 
Edwards, and mj'aelf, walked about two miles to 
the westward, along the high part of the land next 
the sea, from whence it appeared but too evident 
that DO passage in this direction was yet to be 
expected. The ice to the west and south-west was 
as solid and compact to all appearance, as so much 
land ; to wliich, iudee<l, the surface of so many 
fields, from the kiud of hill and dale I have before 
endeavoured to dcscTibe, bore no imperfect resem- 
blance. 1 have no doubt that, had it been our 
object to circumnavlg;ato Melville Island, or, on the 
other Ijand, had the coast continued its westerly 
direction instead of turning to the northward, we 
should still have contrived to proceed a lillle occa- 
sionally, aa opportunities oSercd, notwithstanding 
the incTea«ed obstruction whieh here presented 
itself; but as neither of these was the caiie> there 
seemed little or nothing to hope for from any further 
attempts to prosecute ihe main object of the voyage 
in this place. 1 determined, tliercfore, no longer 
to delay the execution of my former intentions, and 
tomake trial, ifpossiblc, of a more southern latitude, 
in which I might follow up the success that had 
hitherto attended our exertions. 

The place to which wo bad now walked was the 
stem bank of the lurgcxt ravine we bad ever seen 
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upon the island ; its width at the paH jieM-'Abe sett 
being above half a miler and its sidei^^'wiiich are 
nearly perpendiculaF, not less than eight hundred 
feet in height. In watching the little stream, not 
more than a yard or two wide and a few inches in 
depth, now trickling along the bottom of this im- 
mense water-course, it was impossible not to be 
forcibly struck with the consideration of the time 
which must have been required, with means appa- 
rently so inadequate, to hew out so vast a bed for 
the annual discharge of the winter's snow into the 
ocean. 

The station at which the ships were now lying, 
and which is the westernmost point to which the 
navigation of the Polar Sea to the northward of the 
American continent has yet been carried, is in lati- 
tude 74** 26' 25", and longitude, by chronometer, 
} 13** 64' 43''.5. 

At nine p.m. we were abreast the place where wc 
had landed on the 5th, and here we perceived that 
the ice closed in with the land a little to the east- 
ward. There was no security to be found for the 
ships without getting past one of the small points 
at the mouth of a ravine, against which a floe was 
setting the smaller pieces of ice, and had blocked up 
the passage before we arrived at it. After two 
hours' labour in heaving with hawsers, during which 
the Hecla narrowly escaped a severe * nip' by the 
sudden closing of the ice, we succeeded in getting 
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througii, Biiil, soon after midnight, made the ships 
fest to mine very heavy grounded ice near the 
beach. We observed a number of hares feeding on 
the sides of the clifFs, as vre sailed along in the 
afternoon, and also a few ptarmigan. 

The place whore the Hecla was now secured 
being the only one of thu kind which could be found, 
was a little harbour, formed as usual, by the grounded 
ice, some of which was fised to the bottom in ten to 
twelve fathoms. One side of the entrance to this 
harbour consisted of masses of floes, very re^lar in 
tlieir shape, placed quite horizontally, and broken 
o(f BO exactly perpendicular, as to resemble a hand- 
some well-bujit wharf. On the opposite side, how- 
ever, the masses to which ne looked for security 
were themselves rather terrihc objects, aa they 
leaned over so much towards the ship, as to give 
the ajipearance of their being in the act of fulling 
upon her deck; and as a very trifling concussion 
often produces the fall of much heavier massea of 
ice, when in appearance very firmly fixed to the 
firound, I gave orders that no guna should be fired 
near the ship during her continuance in this situ- 
ation. The Griper was of necessity made fast near 
the beach, in rather an exposed situation, and her 
rudder unshipped, in readioess for the ice coming 
in ; it remained quiet, however, though quite close, 
during the dttj, tlic weather being calm and fine. 
The woathur became foggy nl night ; the youag 
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ice, which had, for several evenings past, begun to 
form upon the surface of the sea, as the sun became 
low, did not thaw during the whole of this day. Mr. 
Fisher was agiun successful ip his sporting excursion, 
bringing in nine hares, the greater part of which 
were still beautifully white ; about a dozen young 
ptarmigan were also killed in each ship. The 
vegetation in this neighbourhood was much the 
same as in our last station ; the sorrel had now 
become too insipid to be at all palatable. 

On the 18th the weather was alternately clear 
and cloudy, with a slight air of wind from the S. W. 
The ice continued close to the land as far as we 
could see in both directions, and without the 
smallest perceptible motion till the evening, when 
it slackened a little along the shore. I immediately 
despatched Mr. Nias to Cape Providence, which 
was still two miles and a half to the eastward of us, 
to examine the appearance of the ice beyond it. 
He reported, on his return, that it was slack at the 
distance of two hundred yards from the shore, as 
far as the Cape, but that to the eastward there was 
no appearance of clear water. As there was not 
the smallest security for the ships for the next three 
or four miles along the shore, it was necessary still 
to continue in our present place of refuge. 

It was again nearly calm on the 19th, and the 

weather was foggy for some hours in the morning. 

1 the evening, having walked to Cape Providence, 



i 



to Bee if there was anj poBiibility of moving the 
ships, 1 found the ice so closethat a boat could not 
have passed beyond tlie Cape ; but a light air 
drifting the ice slowly lo the eastward at this lime, 
gave me some hopes of soon being enabled, to make 
our escape from this tedious as well as vexatious 
confinement. At a quarter past eight it was high- 
water by the shore ; about this time the ice ceased 
driving to the eastward, and shortly after returned 
in the opposite direciion. This coincidence, if it 
be only such, seemed in some degree to confirra 
what 1 had hiLlierto considered to be tlie case with 
respect to the Hood-tide coming from the westward 
upon this coast ; but it may, perhaps, have been 
occasioned onl/ by the usual superficial current, as 
a light air sprung up from the eastward d>out that 

At half-past eleven p.m., some heavy pieces of 
the grounded ice, to which our bow-hawser was 
secured, fell off into the water, snapping the rope in 
two, without injuring the ship. As, however, every 
alteration of this kind must materially change the 
centre of gravity of the whole mass, which already 
appeared in a tottering state, 1 thought it prudent 
to move the Hecia out of her harbour to the place 
where the Griper was lying, considering that a ship 
ight easily be fiwced on shore by the ice without 
Buffering any serious damage ; but thai one oFthose 
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les fHlling upon her deck n 
tably cniiih or sink her. 

I'he weather being' again culiD on the SOth and 
21it allowed the " young ice" to form upon the 
Buiface to such a degreeas firmly to cctnettt together 
the loose pieces which hung about the ships ; and 
it did not thaw during those days, though the sun 
was shining clearly upon it for several hours. 

The " young ice " had iucteased to the tljickness 
of an inch and a half on the morning of the 33rd, 
and some snow which had fallen in Ihe night served 
to cement the whole more firmly together. On a 
breexe springing up fiom the westward, however, it 
soon began to acquire a motion to leeward, and, at 
half an hour before noon, had slackened about the 
ships sufficiently to allow us to warp them ont, 
which was accordingly done, and all sail made upmn 
them. The wind having freshened up from tlie 
W.N.W., the ships' heads were got the right way, 
and by great attenrion to (he sails, kept so till they 
had got abreast of Cape Providence, after which 
tliey were no long-er manageable, the ice being more 
close than before. 1 have before remarked that 
the loose ice in this neighbourhood was heavy in 
proportion to the Hoes from which it bad been 
broken ; and the impossibility of sailing among such 
ice, most of which drew more water than the Hecia, 
and could not therefore be turned by her weight. 
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was thiaday rendered veryapparent,tlie ships having' 
received by far the heaviest shocks tvhich they 
experienced during' the voyage. They continued, 
hovrever, to drive till they mere about three mites 
to the eastward of Cape Providence, where the low 
land commences ; when finding that there was not 
any appearance of open water to the eastward or 
southward, and that we were now incurring the risk 
of being beset at sea, nithout a chance of making 
any farther progress, we hauled in for the largest 
piece oPgroimded ice we could see upon the beach, 
whieli we reached at six p.m., having performed six 
miles of the most difficult navigation I have ever 
known among ice. The Hecla was made fast in from 
eighteen to twenty feet vfatei close to the beach, 
and the Griper in four fathoms, about half a mile to 
the westward of us. 

The situation in which the ships were now placed, 
when viewed in combination «i(h the shortness of 
the lemaining jiart of the seasoa, and the period to 
which our resources of every kind could be ex- 
tended, was such as to require a more than ordinary 
consideration, in order to determine upon the mea- 
sures most proper to bo pursued, for the advance- 
ment of the public service and the security of the 
ships and people committed to my charge. Judging 
from the close of the summer of 1819, it was rea- 
sonable to consider the 7th of September as the 
limit beyond which the navigation of this part of the 
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Polar Sea could not be performed, with tolerable 
safety to the ships, or with any hope of fiirther 
success. Impressed, however, with a strong sense 
of the efforts which it became us to make in the 
prosecution of our enterprise, I was induced to 
extend this limit to the 14th of September, before 
wliich day, on the preceding year, the winter might 
fairly be said to have set in. But even with this 
extension our prospect was not very encouraging : 
the direct distance to Icy Cape was between eight 
and nine hundred miles, while that which' we had 
advanced towards it this season fell short of sixty 
miles. 

I have already detailed the reasons which inclined 
me to believe, that there was little hope in making 
further progress to the westward in this latitude, 
and the grounds upon which I had determined to 
run along the edge of the ice to the eastward. Such, 
however, was the extreme difficulty with which we 
were enabled to navigate the ships in this, or any 
other direction, that it had for many days been 
equally out of our power to effect this object. 
Indeed, we had experienced, during the first half of 
the navigable season, such a continued series of 
vexations, disappointments, and delays, accompanied 
by such a constant state of danger to the ships, that 
1 felt it would no longer be deemed justifiable in me 
to persevere in a fruitless attempt to get to the 
westward. 
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By Mr. Hooper's report of the remains of provi- 
sions, it appeared that, at the present reduced 
allowance, (namely, two-thirds of the estahlished 
proportion of the navy,) they would last until the 
30th of November, 1821 ; and that an immediate 
reduction to ha!F allowance, which must, howerer, 
tend materially to impair ihe health and vigour uf the 
officers and men, would only extend our resourcei 
to the SOth of April, 1822; it therefore hecame a 
matter of evident and imperious necessity, that the 
ships should be cleared from the ice befoie the close 
of the season of 1621, so as to reach some station 
where Biip;>lieB nught be obtained by the end of 
that, or early in the following year. 

By the same report, it appeared that the IHiel, 
with which we were furnished, could only be made 
to eitend to a period of two years and seven months 
or to the end of November, 1821; and this only 
by resorting to the unhealthy measure of both crews 
living' on board the Hecla. during six of the ensuing 
winter months. The above calculation was made 
according to the proportion of fuel hitherto con- 
sumed on board each ship, varying at ditlerent 
periods of the year, from one and a half to three 
bushels of coal per day, — a quantity which, far 
from affording the officers and men comfort in so 
climate, was found barely sufficient to 
preserve their hcallh. 

The sbips might be considered almost as effective 
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as when the Expedition left England; the wear 
and tear having been trifling, and the quantity of 
stores remaining on board being amply sufficient, in 
all probability, for a much longer period than the 
provbioils and fuel. The health of the officers and 
men continued also as good, or nearly so, as at the 
commencement of the voyage. Considering, how- 
ever, the serious loss we had sustained, in the 
lemon-juice, the only effectual anti-scorbutic on 
which we could depend, during at least nine months 
of the year in these regions, as well as the effects 
likely to result from crowding nearly one hundred 
persons into the accommodation intended only for 
fifty-eight, whereby the difficulty of keeping the 
inhabited parts of the ship in a dry and wholesome 
state would have been so much increased, there 
certainly seemed some reason to apprehend, that a 
second winter would not leave us in possession of 
the same excellent health which we now happily 
enjoyed, while it is possible that the difficulty and 
danger of either proceeding or returning might have 
been increased. 

These considerations, together with some others 
of minor importance, induced me, at this time, to 
call for the opinions of the principal officers of the 
Expedition, being desirous of profiting by their 
united judgment and experience, previous to form- 
ing my ultimate decision as to the measures most 
proper to be pursued. I, therefore, addressed a 
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lelterto Liculeniiiils Liildun, BeeBhey.aiid Hopjiner, 
CapUio Snbinc, and Messrs. Edwarda and Hooper 
respectively, directing their attention to the diiFerent 
points cixiiiected with our Bitiiation which I have 
just detiiled, and requesting their advice oipan the 
subject within thirty-six hours niter the receipt of 
my letter. 

A herd of musk-oxen being seen at a little dis- 
tance from the ehipn, a party was despatched in 
pursuit : and Messis. Fisher and Buslinan were 
fortuHitte ia killing a fine bull, which separated from 
the rest of the herd, being too unwieldy to make 
such good way as the others. He was, however, 
by no means caught by our people in fair chase, for 
though these animals run with a hobbling sort of 
canter that makes them appear as if every now and 
then about to foil, yet the slowest of ihcm can far 
outstrip a man. In this herd were two calves, much 
whiter than the rest, the older ones having only the 
white saddle. In the evoning, Se^eant Martin 
succeeded in killing another bull ; these two animals 
afforded a very welcome sitpply of fresh meat, the 
first giving us three hundred and sixty-nine, and 
the other three hundred and Srtj'-two pounds of 
beef, which was served in the sume manner as 

• The WIjlI liuinlit) 
Exjiediliou, during on 
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The wind died away soon after we reached the 
point, affording no hope of making, for the present, 
any further progress by the drifting of the ice from 
the land ; we, therefore, hauled the ships into the 
best berths we could find, in doing which the Hecla's 
fore-top rested on the ground for a short time, but 
she was afterwards secured in four fathoms. It was 
low water by the shore at eight p.m. 

Immediately under the hills, which here, for the 
first time, in sailing from Cape Providence to the 
eastward, recede about two miles from the sea, was 
the most luxuriant pasture-ground we had yet met 
with on Melville Island. It consisted of about a 
dozen acres, of short thick grass, intermixed with 
moss, which gave it almost the same lively appear- 
ance as that of an English meadow. It was covered 
with the dung and foot-tracks of musk-oxen, of 
which twelve or fourteen skulls were picked up 
near it; and it was here that the herd before-men- 
tioned was feeding. When walking over this spot, 
on which there many small ponds of water, our 
surprise in some degree ceased at the immense 
distance which these animals must travel in the 
course of their annual visits to these dreary and 
desolate regions ; as such a pasture, offprding undis- 



Island, being a period of nearly twelve months, was as 
follows : — 3 musk-oxen, 24 deer, 68 hares, 53 geese, 59 
ducks, 144 ptarmigan : affording 3,766 pounds of meat. 
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turbed anU luxuriant feeding during the 
montha, may, in spite of the general dreary appear- 
ance of the island, hiild out sufficient inducement 
for their annual emigralion. 

We here obtained our last supply of aorrel, the 
leaves of which are now become t-o shrivelled, as 
well as insipid, as to be no longer worth gathering. 
We saw no birds here but one or two flocks of 
king'-ducks. a speckled owl, which was killed, and 
now and then a eolitary glaucous gull. 

Having now received the answers of the officers 
to my letter addressed to them on the 2Srd, and 
given the matter my most serious and mature con- 
sideration, it was necessary that I should make up 
my Riind as to the future conduct of the Expedition. 
It was gratifying to me to find that the officers 
unanimously agreed with me in opinion that any 
Anther attempt to poiietrate to the westward in our 
preaent parallel wuiild be altt^ether fruitless, and 
attended nith a cooeiderable loss of time, which 
might be more usefully employed. They alto 
agreed with me iu thinking;, that the plan which I 
had adopted, of running back along the edge of 
the ice to the eastward, in order to look out for an 
opening that might lead ua towards the American 
continent, was, in every respect, the most advisable,; 
nnd that, in the event of failing to find any such 
opening, atler a reasonable time spent in search, it 
would be expedient to return to England n,tiw,i 
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than risk the passing another winter in these seas, 
without the prospect of attaining any adequate 
object ; namely, that of being able to start from 
an advanced station at the commencement of the 
following season. 

Under all the circumstances of the case, there- 
fore, I could not but admit the propriety of imme- 
diately returning to England, should our attempt to 
penetrate to the southward prove unsuccessful in 
any part of the navigation between the position we 
now occupied and Barrow's Strait ; as it would, in 
that case, be impossible to make so much progress 
either to the southward or the westward during 
the short remainder of the present season, as to 
bring the accomplishment of the passage through 
Behring's Strait within the scope of our remaining 
resources. 

At three p.m. we were abreast of Cape Hearne ; 
and, as we opened the bay of the Hecla and Griper, 
the wind, as usual on this part of the coast, came 
directly out from the northward ; but as soon as we 
had stretched over to Bounty Cape, of which we 
were abreast at eight p.m., it drew once more along 
the land from the westward. We found a large 
quantity of loose and broken ice oflf Cape Hearne, 
and not far from the same place we came to a 
floe of young ice, of nearly a mile in length, 
and about two inches and a half in thickness, 
which had undoubtedly been formed this summer, 



probably in some of the hayt and inkts in the 
neighbourhood of Bounty Cape. The distance 
between the ice luid the land increased as we pro- 
ceeded, and at midnight the channel appeared to be 
four or five miles wide, as far as the darkness of the 
nightwouldttllowofnur judging; for we could at this 
period BCBicely fee to read in the cabin at ten 
o'clock. The snow which fell during the day was 
ubaerved, for the first time, to remain upon the land 
without dissolving ; thus affording a proof of the 
temperature of the earth's surface baving agun 
lallen below that of freezing, and giving notice of 
the near approach of another long and dreary 

The navigable channel increased so much in 
breadth as we ran to ibe eastfvard with a Ircsh and 
favourable breeze, that at eight 4.M., on the morning 
of ihc 27th, when we had advanced beyond the 
east end of Melville Island, it was not less than ten 
miles wide. 

A.t seven p.m., a fog coming on, we hauled op 
close to the edge of the ice, both as a guide to us in 
sailing during (he conlinuance of the thick weather, 
and to avoid passing any opening that might occur 
in it to the southward. We were, in the course of 
ihc evening, within four or five miles of the same 
spot where we had been on the sanie day and at the 
same hour the preceding year; and by a coincidence 
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perhaps still more remarkable, we were here once 
more reduced to the same necessity as before, of 
steering the ships by one another for an hour or 
two ; the Griper keeping the Hecla a-head, and our 
quarter-master being directed to keep the Griper 
right a-stem, for want of some better mode of 
knowing in what direction we were running. The 
fog froze hard as it fell upon the rigging, making it 
difficult to handle the ropes in working the ship, 
and the night was rather dark for three or four 
hours. 

A fresh breeze continued from the S.W.b.W., 
with some swell, to which we had long been unac- 
customed, and which, together with the extreme 
thickness of the weather, and the uncertainty of our 
course, made great caution necessary in running 
along the ice. We had for some time been steering 
principally by the moon, but when she became 
obscured, we were under the necessity of hauling 
our wind to the northward and westward, which led 
us from the ice, till the weather should become more 
favourable. 

We continued to run along the edge of the ice 
to the eastward, till half-past ten p.m., when, more 
land being discovered a-head, of the extent and 
position of which we had no previous knowledge, 
and the night growing dark, the ships were hove to 
with their heads to the northward and westward, in 
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which direction there was a space of clear water 
several miles in extent, being in ninety fathoms, on 
a bottom of soft mud. 

At a quarter past three, on the morning of th6 
30th, we bore up to the eastward, the wind con- 
tinuing fresh directly down Barrow's Strait, except 
just after passing Prince Leopold's Islands, where it 
drew into Pfince Regent's Inlet, and as soon as we 
had passed this, again assumed its former westerly 
direction ; affording a remarkable instance of the 
manner in which the wind is acted upon by the par- 
ticular position of the land, even at a considerable 
distance from it. The blands were encumbered 
with ice to the distance of four or live miles all 
round them, but the Strait was generally as clear 
and navigable as any part of the Atlantic. 

Having now traced the ice the whole way 
from the longitude of 114° to that of 90°, without 
discovering any opening to encourage a hope 
of penetrating it to the southward, I could not 
entertain the slightest doubt that there no longer 
remained a possibility of effecting our object with, 
the present resources of the expedition ; and that 
it was, therefore, my duty to return to England with 
the account of our late proceedings, that no time 
might be lost in following up the success with which 
we had been favoured, should his Majesty's govern- 
ment consider it expedient to do so. Having informed 
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the officers and men in both ships of my intentions, 
I directed the full allowance of provisions to be, in 
future, issued, with such a proportion of fuel as might 
contribute to their comfort ; a luxury which, on 
account of the necessity that existed for the strictest 
economy in this article, it must be confessed, we had 
not often enjoyed since we entered Sir James Lancas- 
ter's Sound. We had been on two-thirds allowance 
of bread between ten and eleven months, and on 
the same reduced proportion of the other species of 
provisions, between three and four ; and, although 
this quantity is scarcely enough for working men for 
any length of time, I believe the reduction of fuel 
was generally considered by far the greater privation 
of the two. 

Our horizon being obstructed at noon, on the 
3 1st, by the closeness of the land, I was desirous of 
going on shore to observe the meridian altitude ; but 
on hauling the ships to the wind with that intention, 
I found the beach so lined with ice for about half a 
mile out, that it was nowhere practicable to land, 
and the ice itself was too unsteady for the artificial 
horizons ; we therefore continued to run to the east- 
ward. A large bear was seen swimming, and our 
boats despatched in pursuit of him ; but before the 
ship could be rounded to, we had run too far to keep 
sight of him, and the boats returned without success. 
We here passed several large icebergs, and a few 



muTow Btreams of ice, of the same thickucss aa 
that which UBually occurs in Baffin's Bay, and 
which appeared veiy light to us, in compaiison 
with that to which we had lately been aeeuatomed. 
Being off Cape Liverpool, which headland is 
formed by a projecting point of the sami: com- 
paratively low land that I ha^e mentioned above, 
the water beeame of a very light green colour, and 
waa filled with innumerable shoala of the A'goaauta 
Arctica. We found no bottom with eighty fatlloms 
of tine, at the distance of two or three miles from 
the shore. In the course of this day's run, we saw 
two threshers, one black whale, a seal, some dove- 
keys, ivory gulK phalaiopes, and rulinar-petrelg. 
Considering the extraordinary number of whales we 
had met with in our passage up Sir James Lancas- 
ter's Sound in 1819, it could not but be a mutter of 
surprise to us that we had now seen so few; but 
this circumstanee was afterwards satisfactorily 
accounted for in a manner we least expected. In 
the evening, being off Cape Fanshawe, we observed 
a long low iceberg, between that headland and 
Poaseasion Bay, not less than three-quarters of a mile 
\a length, and quite Sat and even at the top; this 
kind of iceberg appears to be almost entirely 
confined to the western coast of Baffin's Bay 
and Davis's Strait, as we never met with them 
in any other part ; they are -iirobably Ibrmcd 
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upon the low strips of land which occur between 
the foot of the hills and the sea in many parts of 
this coast. 

As it appeared to me that considerable service 
might be rendered by a general survey of the 
western coast of Baffin's Bay, which, from Sir James 
Lancaster's Sound southwards, might one day 
become an important station for our whalers, I 
determined to keep as close to that shore, during 
our passage down, as the ice and the wind would 
permit ; and as the experience of the former voyage 
had led us to suppose that this coast would be almost 
clear of ice during the whole of September, I thought 
that this month could not be better employed than 
in the examination of its numerous bays and inlets. 
Such an examination appeared to me more desirable, 
from the hope of finding some new outlet into the 
Polar Sea, in a lower latitude than that of Sir James 
Lancaster's Sound — a discovery which would be of 
infinite importance towards the accomplishment of 
the North- West Passage. 

Previously to commencing this survey, it was my 
wish to have landed :at Possession Bay, of which 
the longitud^ had been accurately determined oh 
two focpeTj^Qpcajsions, in order to compare our 
chronoKterf^^jpi' tfkb time found there, as an 
intermMhiie4l){!tHsrL .between Winter Harbour and 
England ; buf, afethis would have detained us a whole 
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night, with a fair wind, and with the chance of the 

^following day being after all unfavourable for 

observations, I gave up my intention, and made all 

imI along shore to the southward. This was, how- 

* erer, the less to be regretted, as the few observations 

": obtsdned during our quick return from Melville 

^^ Island had confirmed the accuracy of the rates 

*?»<^signed to the chronometers on leaving Winter 

Harbour. 
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